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Regulation was first published in July 1977 “because
the extension of regulation is piecemeal, the sources
and targets diverse, the language complex and often
opaque, and the volume overwhelming.” 
Regulation is devoted to analyzing the implications
of government regulatory policy and the effects on
our public and private endeavors.

society to control them” [refer-
ence omitted]. There is no deny-
ing the existence of environ-
mental problems, but the present
data show that they produced
no striking increase in cancer
mortality. In reality, the cancer
“epidemic” consisted of one dis-
ease, cancer of the lung, and
was due to one lifestyle factor,
cigarette smoking.

Before environmentalists dismiss
Radu and Cole’s conclusions as evidence
of their having been bought off by
chemical manufactures, they should
read the footnote about the authors’
affiliations. Dr. Radu “was supported
in part by an unrestricted gift from the
United States Tobacco Company….”  

No one can expect the U.S. Congress
and the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to give up expensive and unnec-
essary programs to control “environ-
mental cancer.” After all, reports simi-
lar to Radu and Cole ’s have been
published since the early 1980s with-
out effect. But, maybe, the disappear-
ance of the cancer epidemic wi ll
strengthen the will of some members of
Congress to stand in the way of the next
stampede to blame “chemicals” for
human health problems.

Wait a minute. Who am I kidding?
Congress is too ready to indict chemicals
and industry in general for any kind of
health problem. Data and analysis haven’t,
and aren’t, likely to stand in its way.

Michael Gough
Cato Institute adjunct scholar

We welcome notes about current regulatory topics, letters that challenge or expand upon material we have
published, and replies from authors. The writer’s name, affiliation, address, and telephone number should be
included. We cannot publish all the letters we receive, and we may reject any letter at our discretion. We may
edit letters for length, clarity, and conformity to our editorial style.

Cancer and the Environment
Five years ago, Steve Milloy and I wrote
that there had been no epidemic of
cancer in this country (“The Environ-
mental Cancer Epidemic That Never
Was,” Regulation, Vol. 19, No. 2). Pro-
fessors Brad Radu and Philip Cole of
the University of Alabama Medical
School have now shown that, with the
exception of one particular kind of
cancer, cancer rates in the United States
have been declining for a half-century
(“The Fifty-Year Decline of Cancer in
America,” Journal of Clinical Oncology,
January 2001).

When Radu and Cole separated lung
cancer mortality from all cancer mor-
tality, they found that lung cancer mor-
tality increased from 1950 through
about 1990 and that mortality from all
other cancers decreased. Beginning in
about 1990, lung cancer mortality also
began to decrease, and, as a result, total
cancer mortality, from lung cancer and
all other cancers, has been decreasing
for about a decade. Even more promis-
ing, the rate of decline has increased
since 1996.

The last paragraph of their three-
page paper says:

The focus on all-cancer mortal-
ity also led to the widespread
perception of a cancer epidemic
caused by environmental pollu-
tion. A typical commentary
blamed “increasing cancer rates”
on “exposure to industrial chem-
icals and run-away modern tech-
nologies whose explosive growth
has clearly outpaced the ability of


