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Scholars take message of freedom to students

P art of Cato�s mission is to
change the intellectual land-
scape in the belief that public
policy is downstream of ideas.

As part of that effort, the Institute�s schol-
ars spend much of the year crisscrossing the
country to address students on campus,
bringing the ideas of liberty to the next gen-
eration. Addressing a wide variety of fields,
these presentations often offer students
new perspectives not heard in the class-
room. 

Matthew Feeney is the director of Cato�s
Project on Emerging Technologies, where
his work touches on hot-button topics such
as internet regulation, privacy, and the
Fourth Amendment. During the 2018�19
academic year, Feeney spoke to students at
Northern Illinois University during a sym-
posium on the �gig economy,� discussing
how regulators have responded to the emer-
gence of companies such as Uber for
ridesharing and Airbnb for short-term lodg-
ing. At Florida Gulf Coast University, he
participated in a three-way debate on con-
servatism, progressivism, and libertarianism
sponsored by the university�s Students for
Liberty, College Democrats, and College
Republicans. In addition to Feeney�s de-
fense of libertarian principles, the event
sought to highlight the potential for civic
discourse between ideological opponents. 

Walter Olson serves as a senior fellow at
Cato�s Robert A. Levy Center for Constitu-
tional Studies and is known for his writing
on the American legal system and on polit-
ical topics such as judicial nominations and
gerrymandering. With his unique libertar-
ian perspective, he has been invited to ad-
dress events hosted both by progressive
LGBT-rights organizations and by religious
conservatives, a rare combination. �See also
�Adoption and the Anti-discrimination
Wars,� Cato Policy Report, Sep./Oct. 2018.� In

October, Olson participated in a panel dis-
cussion hosted by Lambda Law Alliance at
the University of Virginia School of Law on
LGBT participation in electoral politics, as
well as in Federalist Society events on
nondiscrimination and employment law at

Washburn University School of Law and
the University of Kansas School of Law.
With nominations to both the Supreme
Court and lower federal courts featured
heavily in the news at the time, Olson also
spoke at The Catholic University of Amer-
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ica�s Columbus School of Law for its law re-
view�s symposium on federal courts. 

Cato scholars are also frequently invited 
to speak about books they have written. 
Cato senior fellow Michael Tanner recently 
published a book, The Inclusive Economy: 
How to Bring Wealth to America’s Poor �Cato, 
2018�, to bring a fresh perspective to de-
bates over anti-poverty policy and to break 
out of the usual left-right stalemate. Be-
cause this topic is of particular interest to 
students preparing to enter careers in public 
policy, Tanner spoke at the University of 
Vermont, the University of Texas, the Uni-
versity of Michigan, the University of Wis-
consin, and Northwood University during 
the 2018�2019 academic year. 

Those are just some examples of Cato�s 
presence on campuses nationwide. Others 
include Executive Vice President David 
Boaz spoke about libertarianism and his 
book The Libertarian Mind �Simon and 
Schuster, 2015� at Claremont McKenna 
College and at the University of California, 
Berkeley. Ilya Shapiro, director of the 
Robert A. Levy Center for Constitutional 
Studies, gave talks at the University of 
Kentucky College of Law and at the 
Georgetown University Law Center on the 
role of the judiciary and judicial 
confirmations. Michael Cannon, director 
of health policy studies, gave 
presentations at St. Louis University, the 
University of Missouri, and the University 
of Minnesota. 

Student groups and professors are al-
ways welcome to invite Cato scholars to 
speak on their campus. With dozens of 
scholars across a range of public policy top-
ics, Cato has a libertarian expert ready to 
address just about any area of interest. In 
addition to directly contacting relevant 
scholars, invitations can be submitted 
through the speaker request form on 
cato.org. n
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New from the
Cato Institute

In its dealings with the broader world, has the United States 
been a force for human liberty? Should it be? And if so, how? 

To answer these questions, Peace, War, and Liberty: Understanding U.S.
Foreign Policy traces the history of United States foreign policy and the 
ideas that have animated it and considers not only whether America’s 
policy choices have made the world safer and freer, but also how those
choices have influenced human freedom at home.

This evenhanded but uncompromising book considers the past, present,
and future of United States foreign policy: why policymakers in the past
made certain choices, the consequences of those choices, and how the world
might look if America chose a different path for the future. Would America—
and the world—be freer if America’s foreign policy were more restrained?

AVAILABLE FROM MAJOR WHOLESALERS
AND THE NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK.




