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D iscussing the role of libertarian advocacy, Milton Friedman once 
explained that “When [a] crisis occurs, the actions that are taken 
depend on the ideas that are lying around. That, I believe, is our basic 
function: to develop alternatives to existing policies, to keep them alive 

and available until the politically impossible becomes politically inevitable.”  
Advocating a more restrained and peaceful foreign policy often seems futile, with 

hawks and interventionists in both parties dominating the discussion. But by steadily 
making the case over many years through policy analyses, books, and events, and in the 
media, the Cato Institute has been able to lay the intellectual groundwork for major pol-

icy shifts in this arena. One example has been the 
work of Cato’s foreign policy scholars on one of 
America’s most problematic allies: Saudi Arabia.  

In late November, the Senate took an extraor-
dinary step in reasserting its powers over war and 
foreign policy. For the first time, the chamber 
adopted a resolution under the 1973 War Powers 
Act to end U.S. involvement in a foreign war. The 
resolution would have the effect of ending U.S. 
support and assistance for Saudi Arabia’s war in 
Yemen. The Senate had rejected a nearly identi-
cal proposal in April, but the murder of Washing-
ton Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi in the Saudi 
consulate in Istanbul has given new momentum 
to critics of the U.S.-Saudi alliance. This time, the 
Sanders-Lee-Murphy resolution was passed with 

56 senators in favor and 41 opposed, despite the last-ditch lobbying campaign by sec-
retary of state Mike Pompeo and then secretary of defense James Mattis. Even before 
the vote, the administration announced that it was stopping the practice of refueling 
Saudi warplanes en route to airstrikes in Yemen.  

It’s a remarkable rebuke to the Saudis, whose privileged place in America’s foreign 
policy doctrine has long made them effectively immune from accountability and 
criticism on Capitol Hill. But it’s not a new stance for Cato, whose scholars have long 
questioned the wisdom of an American commitment to the oppressive theocracy. 
Thanks to their efforts, these ideas were ready and waiting when the politically 
impossible suddenly became the politically inevitable.  

Ted Galen Carpenter has two chapters on U.S.-Saudi relations in his 2015 book 
Perilous Partners. In light of the sudden developments in late 2018, Cato was able to 
quickly bring these chapters to print in a special stand-alone volume with a new 
introduction by Carpenter, The Ties That Blind: How the U.S.-Saudi Alliance Damages 
Liberty and Security. As Carpenter explains in the introduction, “The reality is that 
the United States has no truly vital interests in the Middle East that warrant the 
kind of distasteful moral compromises that are inherent in maintaining an alliance 
with Saudi Arabia.”  
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CATO SCHOLARS’ BOOKS  
FEATURED IN YEAR’S-BEST 
ROUNDUPS       

Books by Cato scholars have received 
praise in end-of-the-year roundups 

by leading periodicals. Former congress-
man James Bacchus, an adjunct scholar 
at the Cato Institute, was included in the 
Financial Times list of “Best Books of 
2018” in the category of economics for 
his recent release The Willing World: 
Shaping and Sharing a Sustainable Global 
Prosperity. Another Cato adjunct scholar, 
Timothy Sandefur, was noted in the Wall 
Street Journal’s “Who Read What in 
2018” for his biography Frederick Douglass: 
Self-Made Man, released last year to coin-
cide with the bicentennial of Douglass’s 
birth. Sandefur’s book was selected for 
inclusion by the noted Lincoln scholar 
Allen C. Guelzo.  
 
CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION  
RELIES ON CATO RESEARCH        

I n November, the United States Com-
mission on Civil Rights released a 

landmark report, Police Use of Force: An 
Examination of Modern Policing Practices. 
The report repeatedly cites both the tes-
timony and the research of Cato’s 
Jonathan Blanks on issues such as the 
need for better data on police use of force 
and the ways in which excessive use of 
force hinders community relations. In 
addition, the commission cited and ex-
pressed agreement with the concerns 
raised by Cato’s Clark Neily, vice presi-
dent for criminal justice, on the need to 
roll back the doctrine of qualified immu-
nity, which shields police from civil liabil-
ity for violations of constitutional rights.  

Continued on page 16


