
H
istory is, to a great extent, the
story of liberty and power,
the struggle between those
seeking freedom and those

seeking dominance over them—although
that may not have been how it was presented
in your sixth-grade history classes. In Liberty
and Power: A Reader, the latest in Libertarian-
ism.org’s Reader series, historian Anthony
Comegna presents a documentary tour of
this great struggle through an eclectic and
engrossing selection of writings, from
medieval law codes to tales of 18th-century
pirates and the 19th-century libertarian
“Locofoco” movement in America.   

Comegna first examines the liberal inter-
pretation of history from a theoretical per-
spective. He then goes on to trace the docu-
mentary and ideological origins of early

modern states—the various attempts of peo-
ple across the world to gain freedom and
power through different systems of law, and
the gradual democratization and republican-
izing of political regimes. He highlights a
wide variety of these regimes, from The Law
of the Salian Franks, first written in the fifth
century as the Western Roman Empire col-
lapsed and German migrants set up feudal
societies, to the later Visigothic Code, to the
legal privileges awarded by Spain to Christo-
pher Columbus as he set out to conquer the
New World, to the bloodthirsty pirates who
once ruled parts of the Caribbean. 

In the end, Comegna reflects, “perhaps
the classical liberal tradition’s ultimate lesson
of history, then, is that if we ever want to truly
escape it, we must first individually rise our-
selves above it and be better than those who

came before us.” This collection offers read-
ers a chance to reflect on the cycle of history
and what lessons it holds for libertarians.n

DOWNLOAD OR PURCHASE YOUR COPY OF
BOTH BOOKS AT LIBERTARIANISM.ORG. 
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F
or decades Ayn Rand was the
most frequent point of entry to
the libertarian movement. Now,
36 years after her death, she re-

mains a polarizing figure—but there is no
question that her works are enormously in-
fluential. In 1991, a survey conducted by the
Library of Congress and the Book of the
Month Club found that Atlas Shrugged was
the most influential book after the Bible. As
libertarian author Jerome Tuccille put it: “It
usually begins with Ayn Rand.”

In Ayn Rand: An Introduction, a new book
from Libertarianism.org, Eamonn Butler of
the Adam Smith Institute presents a brief
primer on Ayn Rand’s life, philosophy, and
legacy. Butler provides a concise and easy-to-
read guide to Rand’s extensive writings,
which range from her world-famous novels

to her nonfiction works on philosophy, as
well as plays, movie scripts, speeches,
newsletters, broadcasts, and much more. 

Butler outlines Rand’s worldview, from
her philosophy of how we understand the
world to her beliefs on altruism, self-interest,
and capitalism, and to her views on art and
aesthetics. He addresses frequent criticisms
of her ideas, as well as Rand’s responses to
these objections. For those interested in
exploring Rand’s work in more depth, Butler
provides suggestions for how to read Ayn
Rand—which works are best to start with
and how to get the most out of Rand’s some-
times peculiar style of writing.  

Throughout the book, Butler empha-
sizes how groundbreaking Rand’s ideas
were, and how profoundly they have influ-
enced philosophy and policy ever since. Her

extraordinary body of work has provided
one of the key foundations for the rise of
individualist, capitalist, and pro-freedom
ideas in the century since her birth. And as
Butler remarks, “Even if you disagree with
Ayn Rand, she certainly makes you think.”  n

An introduction to one of liberty’s greatest thinkers 
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