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O rganic farming is one of the hottest
trends in the United States, with

consumers scrambling to buy anything
stamped “USDA Organic.” But accord-
ing to John J. Cohrssen, former counsel to
the White House Biotechnology Work-
ing Group, and Henry I. Miller of the
Hoover Institution, that label “confers a
valuable stamp of approval on products
made with government-sanctioned processes and procedures that
are in no way related to safety, nutrition, or quality.” This govern-
ment-perpetrated farce is just one of the many tales of regulation
gone awry featured in the Spring edition of Regulationmagazine. 
READ THE LATEST ISSUE AT CATO.ORG/REGULATION, OR SUBSCRIBE
ONLINE TO RECEIVE IT IN YOUR MAILBOX QUARTERLY.
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C A T O P U B L I C A T I O N S

J
onathan Rauch’s Kindly Inquisitorswas
first published over 20 years ago, yet his
incisive defense of free speech remains
as relevant as ever. A new audiobook

from the Cato Institute features Rauch’s
work as read by another well-known de-
fender of free expression: Cato Institute
H.L. Mencken research fellow Penn Jillette,
of the Emmy-winning magic and comedy

duo Penn & Teller.
Jillette brings

Rauch’s work to
life in a lively, pas-
sionate rendition
that reflects Jil-
lette’s own love
for the book. “I’m
a free speech nut,

but this book defended free speech in a pur-
er and more honest way than I’d ever con-
sidered,” said Jillette. “It is such an impor-
tant book that I knew I had to read it again
and very carefully to get as much out of it as
I could.” He added that he “really enjoyed
the challenge of trying to make the audio as
clear as the written text.” Jillette has spoken

often in the past on the topic of free
expression—in a recent edition of Cato’s
Letter, he told the story of how his belief
in freedom of speech actually led him to
libertarianism.
In the book, Rauch contends that a

free society needs the free exchange of
ideas, and the conflict of differing opin-
ions, in order to pursue truth and knowl-
edge. “A liberal society stands on the
proposition that we should all take seri-
ously the idea that we might be wrong,”
he writes. “This means we must place no
one, including ourselves, beyond the
reach of criticism; it means that we must
allow people to err, even where the error
offends and upsets, as it often will.” For
his part, Jillette said he hoped listeners
would come away with “not just the intel-
lectual understanding of why speech we
don’t agree with should be allowed, but a
visceral feeling of why we should want
speech we hate to be heard.”  n

PURCHASE YOUR COPY OF THE 
AUDIOBOOK AT CATO.ORG/STORE 
OR AMAZON.COM.

Jillette praises Rauch’s ‘purer and more honest’ approach

Penn Jillette Reads Kindly Inquisitors 

NewCato Journal

The 2016 Spring/Summer edition of Cato
Journal features articles based on pre-

sentations from Cato’s 33rd Annual Mone-
tary Conference, “Rethinking Monetary
Policy,” held last November. The authors,
who challenge common assumptions about
monetary policy and make the case for trans-
parent monetary rules rather than govern-
ment discretion, include numerous distin-

guished scholars—Stanford’s John B. Taylor, former president of the
Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia; Charles I. Plosser; Claudio
Borio, the head of the Monetary and Economic Department at the
Bank for International Settlements in Switzerland; and many more.
ALL OF THE ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE OF THE CATO JOURNAL
ARE AVAILABLE AT WWW.CATO.ORG. 

     


