
T he Cato Institute in December launched
a new webmagazine, Cato Unbound,
which features monthly debates on

important intellectual issues. Each month a
leading scholar presents
an essay on a major polit-
ical or social question.
Other notable thinkers
are then invited to chal-
lenge and critique the
essay.

In the first issue,
“The Living Constitu-
tion: Amendments for
the 21st Century,”
Nobel Laureate James
M. Buchanan propos-
es amending the U.S.
Constitution to limit
government spending,
prevent discriminato-
ry lawmaking, and protect the right of vol-
untary exchange. Offering comments on
Buchanan's proposals are Akhil Reed Amar,
a law professor at Yale and author of
America's Constitution: A Biography; Judge
Alex Kozinski of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit; and Cato Institute
chairman William A. Niskanen.

Editors Will Wilkinson and Brink
Lindsey hope to promote an open-ended

conversation where ideas will be advanced,
challenged, and refined in public view.
Readers of Cato Unbound are encouraged to
discuss the magazine’s themes on their own

websites and in print
publications, and the
best reader responses
will be published
alongside the invited
contributions.

The January issue
is “Internet Libera-
tion: Alive or Dead?”
featuring a lead essay
by virtual reality pio-
neer and technology
visionary Jaron Lanier
and responses by John
Perry Barlow, former
lyricist for the Grateful
Dead, cofounder of

the Electronic Frontier Foundation, and a
fellow at Harvard’s Berkman Center for
Internet and Society; open source software
guru Eric S. Raymond; and Glenn
Reynolds, author of Instapundit.com and 
a leading proponent of internet-based par-
ticipatory journalism. Future issues will
tackle questions such as “Is ‘Old Europe’
Doomed?” and “Can There Be a Liberal/
Libertarian Alliance?” 
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T he latest Cato University seminar,
held in Washington October 20—23,
focused on “The Art of Persuasion.”

Dinner speakers Tom Palmer, David Boaz,
and Deroy Murdock discussed why and how
citizens should learn to be more persuasive
in advocating freedom and limited govern-
ment.Writers, economists, and philosophers
helped more than 100 participants learn
new skills in advocacy.

Gail Atwater, who was arrested and
taken to jail in Lago Vista, Texas, for not 
wearing a seatbelt, took her case all the
way to the Supreme Court. She lost on a 5-
to-4 decision. Here Gail Atwater receives
her diploma for the completion of Cato
University from director Tom G. Palmer.

In “Show and Tell for Grownups,” Reason
editor Nick Gillespie discusses wider free-
dom. There used to be one kind of potato
and one kind of Pop-Tarts, he said, but now
companies offer consumers more and
more choice.

The next Cato University seminar will
be held July 26—30, 2006, at the Don
CeSar Beach Resort in St. Pete Beach,
Florida. Details will be posted at www.cato-
university.org.




