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Teacher   Course/Grade  US/Honors Gov Date of 
Lesson 

 Block  All 

Specific 
SOL 

The student will apply social science skills to understand the process by which public policy is made by:  
examining different perspectives on the role of government; 
 

  

Learning Target By the end of this block I will be able to: Identify the elements of the political spectrum, by drawing 
a diagram to explain it.  Explain the characteristics of and difference between political parties and 
interest group by drawing a Venn diagram to differentiate between interest groups and political 
parties 
 
  
  

Success Criteria How will I know my students reached mastery today? 
I will answer MC  questions related to the above topics w  90% accuracy. 

Unit & Lesson  Political Parties 
  

Essential 
Understandings 

  
 Political parties are organized to win elections.  Party factions can control the election process by controlling 
candidate selection.  

 
Technology Tools Used 

Teacher: 
 

Student: 
Internet 
Google Classroom 
 

 
Agenda 

 
 

 



  Teacher Student 

Engage 
& Hook 
Create interest, pose 
questions, elicit 
responses about new 
learning 
Do my students know 
what they are expected 
to learn today? 

 S/W complete Isidewith political 
ideology survey 
1.  
https://www.isidewith.com/political-quiz 
 
 
 
 
T/W Explain 
American Ideological Consensus 
This means that although Americans 
differ on many issues, we agree on 
broad principles of law and public policy 
such as:  
To quote a former student “We agree on 
where to go, but not how to get there.” 
Even so, most of our views fall within 
the range of liberal or conservative 
ideology.  Only a few Americans’ views 
fall outside this range into the extreme 
2.5% range. 
 

Do my students know what they are expected to learn today? 
How will my students know they achieved mastery today? 
 
 
 
Activity 1 
 
I/Will Create a T chart to list 3 points of 
democrat/republican ideology  they find most 
interesting based on the ideology survey. 

  

Explain 
& Model 
Teacher instructs and 
models to identify 
and clarify critical 
information, 
definitions, 
explanations, and 
new concepts 
How are my students 
actively involved in 
this part of the 
lesson? 
What questions will I 
ask to check for 
understanding? 
 

T/W Explain the origins of the two party 
system in America. 
Explain what political ideology is. 
Explain how political ideology impacts 
public policy? w/ 90% accuracy 
Notes 
American Political parties are organized 
to win elections not to promote a 
particular ideology or agenda. 
Each major political party seeks to define 
itself in ways that win majority support 
while remaining committed to core 
principles.  
The two major parties are coalitions of 
several factions and interest groups. 
Political parties recognize the importance 
of conducting campaigns that appeal to 
voters in the middle of the political 
spectrum, veering neither too far left nor 
too far right of the political center. 
In other words they all say what  

 Activity Activity 2 
1/will draw a model of the ideological spectrum to: 
 

1. Identify the goal of American political parties 
2. Identify the ways that parties try to gain 

support from the widest possible base by 
saying what likely voters want to hear and 
not alienating those in the middle.  
 Not directly branding itself to include 
extreme fringes, but giving fringe elements “a 
place under the umbrella.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 3 Decentralized nature of political parties 
Students will copy  a diagram that  illustrates this 
concept  
 
 
 

https://www.isidewith.com/political-quiz
https://www.isidewith.com/political-quiz


THE MAJORITY of party voters want to 
hear and avoid extreme positions. 
 
Political Parties have 5 Roles or 
Functions including: 
     · Selecting or nominating candidates 

· Raising funds 
· Conducting campaigns 
· Identifying issues that are 

important to constituents 
· Monitor and critique the party in 

power 
 
  
Party factions can control the election 
process by controlling candidate 
selection. 
  
At each level of government, candidates 
for elective office are chosen using a 
variety of nominating methods. 
Including  

· direct primary 
· caucus 
· nominating convention 
· petition. 

 
Political parties are decentralized.  This 
means that they have national, state, and 
local organizations that all function 
independent of each other 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore 
& Apply 
Teacher acts as a 
resource provider 
and guide as students 
apply new learning. 
Am I using a variety 
of instructional 
strategies in order to 
meet individual 
learning needs? 
Are my students 
engaged in tasks that 
support the learning 
target at the 
appropriate level of 
rigor? 
 

 T/W  meet w/ each student to conduct a 
graded progress check to ensure that 
students defined the 5 functions of 
political parties and are making 
satisfactory progress on the project  
 
CFU 
 

 Activity 3 
I/w Use the online text to work independently to 
define each of the 5 functions of political parties 
30 min. Use the text to describe each of the following o 
nominating methods:   Add to project  

· direct primary 
· caucus 
· nominating convention 
· petition 

  



Evaluate 
& Close 
Teacher & students 
assess understanding 
and abilities through 
multiple assessments 
How will my students 
know they achieved 
mastery today? 
How will I know my 
student reached 
mastery today? 
Do my students 
know what they 
need to study or 
review? 

 5 Functions vocab CFU quiz  
 

 
I will answer 10  MC questions related to the 5 
functions of political parties w 90% accuracy. 
 

Homework 
and Review 

Complete project due next class 
 

 
The two major parties are coalitions of several factions and interest groups.  Political parties recognize the 
importance of conducting campaigns that appeal to voters in the middle of the political spectrum, veering 
neither too far left nor too far right of the political center.  In other words the two major parties  say what  
THE MAJORITY of party voters want to hear and avoid extreme positions. 

 
COMMUNISM        SOCIALISM                                                                                                                                                 NAZISM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



    What Do Political Parties Believe Anyway? 
 
Compare what Democrats and Republicans believe on each issue then place a check in the box 
next to the ideology you agree with most. 
  

  POLICY ISSUE DEMOCRATS  REPUBLICANS  LIBERTARIAN 

Should health insurers 
be allowed to deny 
coverage to individuals 
who have a pre-existing 
condition? 

   

Should the US 
assassinate suspected 
terrorists in foreign 
countries? 

   

Should the government 
continue to fund Planned 
Parenthood? 

   

Should the government 
make cuts to public 
spending in order to 
reduce the national debt? 

   

Should health insurers 
be allowed to deny 
coverage to individuals 
who have a pre-existing 
condition? 

   

 

Should there be more 
restrictions on the 
current process of 
purchasing a gun? 

   

Should businesses be 
required to provide 
paid leave for full-time 
employees during the 
birth of a child or sick 
family member? 

   

Should the U.S. raise    



taxes on the rich? 

 
 
 
 
 
 


