
CONCEPT: No position is unassailable (Jessica Lugo) 
Mechanism for teaching: Assign students a POV & opposing POV to research.  Students 

will defend their own positions and discuss with one another common misconceptions or 
criticisms. (ex. - students must defend their positions as captains of industry or as robber 
barons, acknowledging criticisms and attempting to defend their positions) 
 
 
CONCEPT:  Seek to Understand (Julia Wilson) 

Mechanism for teaching: Turing Discussions:  Description of an opposing position such 
that it is to the satisfaction of the holder of the opposing view.  This could be used in a variety of 
units, including civil rights, cold war (hawks/doves), pro/con entry into WWII or use of the atomic 
bomb) 
 
CONCEPT: Personhood and Ideas are distinct (Julia Wilson) 

Mechanism for teaching:  Build norms for discussion (maybe Harkness?) that set out that 
ideas are not tied to the person (i.e. avoid “As a ______, I think that….”; rather, simply begin 
with the thought.  Conversely, evaluate or critique ideas solely on merit, not on origin) 
 
CONCEPT: Civil Society/Social Contract (Amber Tohill) 

What is a civil society and how can you contribute to the wholistic values of a civil 
society? Is a social contract needed to stabilize a civil society? I would use these questions and 
questions like this to formulate a debate amongst my students. 
 
(Tony) CONCEPT: Libertarian Philosophy (Political Philosophies) I will use this as we study 
points of view during the debate over adopting the Constitution and as we see how political 
parties evolve over time. How do political parties understand the concept of liberty? 

“Quality of a decision is not based on the outcome” ...there are several historical 
examples of decisions made by all three branches of the government that may have seemed 
like a great idea at the time but turned out badly. One being the Plessy v Ferguson decision  

Limited knowledge of ourselves and others; asymmetrical (psychology and 
contemporary issues) This is helpful in the introduction of bias. It could be media bias, political 
party bias, watching a presidential debate 
 
(Jamie) CONCEPT:  Stigma or Stereotypes of various parties: 
I would hang chart paper around the room with different party headings on them (conservative, 
liberal, etc). Students would be given sticky notes to write their perceptions and understandings 
of each category, and hang them on the corresponding chart. Then we would read and discuss 
the perceptions - where did they get their info from (parents, tv, etc).  Students (in groups) would 
then research each party to find facts and opinions and see how their perceptions lined up. 
Then, with guidance on civil discourse, students would discuss their opinions and share whether 
they were enlightened by our discussions and research.  


