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At a Glance 

Jurisdiction Specificity about the law jurors are to 

consider 
Source 

Federal None Advisory form 

Alabama None Standardized 

Alaska High Standardized 

Arizona High Standardized 

Arkansas None Standardized 

California High Standardized 

Colorado High Standardized 

Connecticut High Standardized 

Delaware No standard oath None 

DC No standard oath None 

Florida None Standardized 

Georgia None Standardized 

Hawaii No standard oath None 

Idaho None Borderline 

Illinois No standard oath None 

Indiana None Standardized 

Iowa No standard oath Standardized 

Kansas No standard oath Standardized 

Kentucky None Standardized 

Louisiana None Standardized 

Maine Moderate Standardized 

Maryland None Borderline 

Massachusetts None Standardized 

Michigan High Standardized 

Minnesota None Standardized 

Mississippi None Standardized 

Missouri None Borderline 

Montana None Standardized 

Nebraska None Standardized 

Nevada None Standardized 

New Hampshire Moderate Standardized 

New Jersey None Standardized 

New Mexico High Standardized 
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Jurisdiction Specificity about the law jurors are to 
consider 

Source 

New York None Standardized 

North Carolina None Standardized 

North Dakota High Standardized 

Ohio None Standardized 

Oklahoma Moderate Standardized 

Oregon Moderate Standardized 

Pennsylvania None Standardized 

Rhode Island None Standardized 

South Carolina None Borderline 

South Dakota High Standardized 

Tennessee No standard oath None 

Texas None Standardized 

Utah High Standardized 

Vermont None Standardized 

Virginia No standard oath None 

Washington High Standardized 

West Virginia No standard oath None 

Wisconsin None Standardized 

Wyoming None Standardized 
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Full Oath Text and Citation 

Federal (US district courts) 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

None 

Oath text Do each of you solemnly swear [or affirm] that you will well and truly try, and a true deliverance 

make in, the case now on trial, and render a true verdict according to the law and the evidence, so 
help you God? 

Citation Fed. Jud. Ctr., Benchbook for United States District Courts § 7.08 (7th ed. 2026) 

 

Alabama 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text You do solemnly swear, or affirm, that you will well and truly try all issues joined between the 

defendant(s) and the State of Alabama and render a true verdict thereon according to the law and 
evidence, so help you God. 

Citation Ala. R. Crim. P. 18.5(a) 

 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

None 

Oath text The following oath shall be administered by the clerk, in the presence of the court, to each of the 

petit jurors: “You do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that you will well and truly try all 
issues which maybe [sic] submitted to you during the present session (or week, as the case may be), 

and true verdicts render according to the evidence - so help you God”; and the same oath must be 
administered to the talesman, substituting the word “day” for “session.” 

Citation Ala. Code § 12-16-170 

 

Alaska 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

High 

Oath text The jury shall be sworn by the clerk substantially as follows: “Do each of you solemnly swear or 

affirm that you will well and truly try the issues in the matter now before the court solely on the 
evidence introduced and in accordance with the instructions of the court?” 

Citation Alaska R. Crim. P. 24(f) 

 

https://www.fjc.gov/sites/default/files/materials/04/Benchbook-US-District-Courts-2026.pdf
https://judicial.alabama.gov/docs/library/rules/cr18_5.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/alabama/title-12/chapter-16/article-7/section-12-16-170/
https://courts.alaska.gov/rules/docs/crpro.pdf
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Arizona 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

High 

Oath text Each juror must take the following oath: “Do you swear (or affirm) that you will give careful attention 
to the proceedings, follow the court’s instructions, including the admonition, and render a verdict in 

accordance with the law and evidence presented to you, (so help you God)?” If a juror affirms, the 
clause “so help you God” must be omitted. In justice court cases, the court should give jurors the 

oath prescribed by A.R.S. § 22-322. 

Citation Ariz. R. Crim. P. 18.6(b) 

 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

High 

Oath text When the jury has been selected, the justice of the peace shall administer to it substantially the 

following oath: “Do you swear or affirm that you will give careful attention to the proceedings, abide 

by the court’s instructions and render a verdict in accordance with the law and evidence presented 
to you, so help you God”. 

Citation Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 22-322 (criminal); id. § 22-224 (civil) 

 

Arkansas 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

None 

Oath text When a jury of twelve (12) qualified jurors shall have been duly impaneled, they shall be sworn 

substantially as follows: “You, and each of you, do solemnly swear, that you will well and truly try the 
case of the State of Arkansas against A. B., and a true verdict render, unless discharged by the court 

or withdrawn by the parties.” 

Citation Ark. Code Ann. § 16-89-109 

 

California 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

High 

Oath text As soon as the selection of the trial jury is completed, the following acknowledgment and agreement 

shall be obtained from the trial jurors, which shall be acknowledged by the statement “I do”: “Do you 

understand and agree that you will carefully consider the case being heard in this court, and that you 
will reach a verdict based only on the evidence presented to you and the instructions on the law 

given by the court?” 

Citation Cal. Civ. Proc. Code § 232(b) (as amended by 2025 Cal. Stat. ch. 29 (A.B. 223), eff. Jan. 1, 2026); see Cal. 
Penal Code § 1046 

 

https://state-rules.com/arizona/criminal/18.6
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/22/00322.htm
https://arcourts.gov/jury/guide/jurors-oath
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB223/2025
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB223/2025
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Colorado 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

High 

Oath text Do you solemnly swear or affirm under penalty of law that you will well and truly try the matter 
before the court, and render a true verdict, according to the evidence and the law as I instruct you? 

If so, please say, “I do.” 

Citation Colo. Model Crim. Jury Instr. (COLJI-Crim.) B:01 (2025) 

 

Connecticut 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

High 

Oath text You solemnly swear or solemnly and sincerely affirm, as the case may be, that you will, without 

respect of any persons or favor of any person, decide this case between the state of Connecticut and 

the defendant (or defendants) based on the evidence given in court and on the laws of this state, as 
explained by the judge; that you will not talk to each other about this case until instructed to do so; 

that you will listen to and consider what the other jurors have to say in deliberations about this case; 

that you will not speak to anyone else, or allow anyone else to speak to you, about this case until you 

have been discharged by the court; and that when you reach a decision, you will not disclose the 
decision until it is announced in court; so help you God or upon penalty of perjury. 

Citation Conn. Gen. Stat. § 1-25 (For petit jurors in criminal causes) 

 

Delaware 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text Do each of your [sic] solemnly swear upon the Holy Bible of Almighty God (or solemnly, sincerely and 

truly declare and affirm) that you will well and truly try the issues joined in this action between (the 

State of Delaware and the defendant at the bar) or (the plaintiff and the defendant) and a true 
verdict give according to the evidence? And do you further swear (or affirm) that you have fully and 

truthfully answered all questions put to you touching the matter now before the court, so help you 

God? . . . Members of the jury, you have all been severally sworn or affirmed. Stand together and 

hear the evidence. 

Citation No statute or court rule prescribes the petit-jury oath (cf. Del. Code Ann. tit. 10, ch. 45, which prescribes 
only a grand-jury oath requirement, § 4505). Customary Prothonotary form reproduced in David L. Finger, 

Delaware Trial Handbook § 6:10 (Swearing the Jury) (citing Belt v. Abramson, 82 A. 90 (Del. Super. Ct. 

1911), for the rule that the record must show the jury was sworn); paraphrased in Del. Super. Ct., 

Handbook for Jurors 5 (rev. May 2014). 

 

https://www.coloradojudicial.gov/media/19640
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_004.htm
https://www.delawgroup.com/delaware-trial-handbook-§-610-swearing-the-jury/
https://www.delawgroup.com/delaware-trial-handbook-§-610-swearing-the-jury/
https://www.delawgroup.com/delaware-trial-handbook-§-610-swearing-the-jury/
https://www.delawgroup.com/delaware-trial-handbook-§-610-swearing-the-jury/
https://www.delawgroup.com/delaware-trial-handbook-§-610-swearing-the-jury/
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District of Columbia 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

No standard oath 

Citation None found. See D.C. Super. Ct. R. Crim. P. 24(c)(2)(A) (alternates ‘sworn in the same manner as any other 
juror’, with no oath text); D.C. Code §§ 11-1901 to -1918 (no juror-oath section) 

 

Florida 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text The following oath shall be administered to the jurors: “Do you solemnly swear (or affirm) that you 

will well and truly try the issues between the State of Florida and the defendant and render a true 

verdict according to the law and the evidence, so help you God?” If any juror affirms, the clause “so 
help you God” shall be omitted. 

Citation Fla. R. Crim. P. 3.360 

 

Georgia 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text In all criminal cases, the following oath shall be administered to the trial jury: ‘You shall well and truly 
try the issue formed upon this bill of indictment (or accusation) between the State of Georgia and 

(name of accused), who is charged with (here state the crime or offense), and a true verdict give 
according to the evidence. So help you God.’ The judge or clerk shall administer the oath to the 

jurors. 

Citation Ga. Code Ann. § 15-12-139 (Oath in criminal case) 

Hawaii 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

No standard oath 

Citation Haw. Rev. Stat. § 635-26(a) (jurors ‘shall be sworn as the jurors for the trial of the cause’; no form 
prescribed); see also case note to § 635-26 citing 18 Haw. 263 (1907). 

 

https://www.dccourts.gov/sites/default/files/rules-superior-court/Criminal%20Rule%2024.%20Trial%20Jurors.pdf
https://www.dccourts.gov/sites/default/files/rules-superior-court/Criminal%20Rule%2024.%20Trial%20Jurors.pdf
https://www-media.floridabar.org/uploads/2026/10/2027_04-Oct-Criminal-Procedure-Rules-10-1-2026.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/title-15/chapter-12/article-5/part-1/section-15-12-139/
https://data.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2017/HRS-Chapter-PDF's/HRS_0635.pdf
https://data.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2017/HRS-Chapter-PDF's/HRS_0635.pdf
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Idaho 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text The court must administer to the jury the following oath: You do swear that you will well and truly 
try this issue between the state of Idaho and A.B., the defendant, and a true verdict render according 

to the evidence. 

Citation Idaho Code § 19-3913 (Oath of jurors) (Title 19, ch. 39, Proceedings in Magistrate’s Division of the District 
Court) 

 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text The oath administered to jurors shall be substantially as follows: “Do you solemnly swear or affirm 
that you will well and truly try the case at issue, and a true verdict render according to the law and 

evidence?” 

Citation Idaho Supreme Court Jury Committee, Handbook for Jurors § 10 (Jurors’ Oath) 

 

Illinois 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

No standard oath 

Oath text Not standardized. The Illinois Supreme Court held that a criminal trial oath must ‘substantially 

incorporate[]’ these elements: ‘solemnity, a decision based on the law and evidence, and a fair or 
true verdict.’ Moon, 2022 IL 125959, ¶¶ 87-88. Descriptions in official juror materials: the current 

AOIC Petit Juror Handbook says ‘After all of the jurors are selected, the judge will ask the jurors to 

swear to decide the case according to the law and the evidence.’ Moon n.2 quotes an earlier 
handbook version: ‘After the jury has been selected, the jurors will be asked to rise and to swear or 

affirm to well and truly try the matters at issue and render a true verdict according to the law and 
the evidence.’ 

Citation People v. Moon, 2022 IL 125959, ¶¶ 85–88 & n.7 (‘there is no Illinois statute or rule that sets out a specific 

form or content for a trial oath to be given to jurors in a criminal trial’); see 725 Ill. Comp. Stat. 5/115-4(g); 

Ill. S. Ct. R. 434(e) (both referring to the jury being ‘impaneled and sworn’ without prescribing a form). 

 

Indiana 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text After the jury has been selected, but before commencement of the trial, the judge shall administer 
the following to the jury, including alternate jurors: “Do each of you swear or affirm that you will well 

and truly try the matter in issue between the parties, and give a true verdict according to the law and 
evidence?” 

Citation Ind. Jury R. 19 (Oath or Affirmation of the Jury) 

 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title19/T19CH39/SECT19-3913/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title19/T19CH39/SECT19-3913/
https://www.bannockcounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/IdahoHandbookForJurors.pdf
https://statecourtreport.org/sites/default/files/fastcase/converted/People%20v.%20Moon%2C%20Ill.%20125959.pdf
https://statecourtreport.org/sites/default/files/fastcase/converted/People%20v.%20Moon%2C%20Ill.%20125959.pdf
https://statecourtreport.org/sites/default/files/fastcase/converted/People%20v.%20Moon%2C%20Ill.%20125959.pdf
https://rules.incourts.gov/Content/jury/rule19/current.htm
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Iowa 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

No standard oath 

Oath text Not standardized. Rule 2.18(16) provides only: “Once the jurors are selected, they shall be sworn to 
try the issues.” 

Citation Iowa R. Crim. P. 2.18(16) (Jurors sworn) (requires that jurors be sworn but prescribes no form) 

 

Kansas 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

No standard oath 

Oath text Not standardized. K.S.A. 22-3412(b): “After the parties have interposed all of their challenges to 

jurors, or have waived further challenges, the jury shall be sworn to try the case.”  

Citation Kan. Stat. Ann. § 22-3412(b) (‘the jury shall be sworn to try the case’; no form prescribed) 

 

Kentucky 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 

consider 

No 

Oath text “Do you swear or affirm that you will impartially try the case between the parties and give a true 

verdict according to the evidence and the law, unless dismissed by the court?” 

Citation Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 29A.300 (West) 

 

Louisiana 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 

consider 

No 

Oath text [No verbatim form is prescribed. The article says:] “When selection of jurors and alternate jurors has 
been completed, and all issues properly raised under Article 795 have been resolved, the jurors shall 

then be sworn together to try the case in a just and impartial manner, each to the best of his 
judgment, and to render a verdict according to the law and the evidence.” 

Citation La. Code Crim. Proc. Ann. art. 790 

 

Maine 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

Moderate 

Oath text “You swear, that in all causes committed to you, you will give a true verdict therein, according to the 

law and evidence given you. So help you God.” 

Citation Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 15, § 1254 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ACO/CourtRulesChapter/2.pdf
https://www.ksrevisor.gov/statutes/chapters/ch22/022_034_0012.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=21147
https://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=112787
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/15/title15sec1254.html
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Maryland 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text “Members of the jury, you and each of you do solemnly declare and affirm that you will well and 
truly try the issues joined between ___, Plaintiff, (civil case)/the State of Maryland (criminal case) 

and ___ Defendant, and a true verdict give according to the evidence.” 

Citation Md. Rule 4-312(g)(1) (criminal) & Md. Rule 2-512(f)(1) (civil) (require that impaneled jurors ‘shall be sworn’ 
but prescribe no wording); customary form in Md. Judiciary juror pamphlet, Preparation for Jury Duty 

(Charles Cnty. Cir. Ct.) 

 

Massachusetts 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

None 

Oath text Non-capital: “You shall well and truly try the issue between the commonwealth and the defendant, 

(or the defendants, as the case may be,) according to your evidence; so help you God.” Capital: “You 
shall well and truly try, and true deliverance make, between the commonwealth and the prisoner at 

the bar, whom you shall have in charge, according to your evidence; so help you God.” 

Citation Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 278, § 4 

 

Michigan 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text “You shall well and truly try, and true deliverance make, between the people of this state and the 
prisoner at bar, whom you shall have in charge, according to the evidence and the laws of this state; 

so help you God.” 

Citation Mich. Comp. Laws § 768.14 

 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 

consider 

High 

Oath text “Each of you do solemnly swear (or affirm) that, in this action now before the court, you will justly 
decide the questions submitted to you, that, unless you are discharged by the court from further 

deliberation, you will render a true verdict, and that you will render your verdict only on the 
evidence introduced and in accordance with the instructions of the court, so help you God.” 

Citation Mich. Ct. R. 2.511(I)(1); Mich. Ct. R. 6.412(A), (F); M Crim JI 2.1 

 

https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/clerks/charles/pdfs/prepforjuryduty.pdf
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/clerks/charles/pdfs/prepforjuryduty.pdf
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/clerks/charles/pdfs/prepforjuryduty.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleII/Chapter278/Section4
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-768-14
https://courts.michigan.gov/4ad42f/siteassets/rules-instructions-administrative-orders/jury-instructions/criminal/current/criminal-jury-instructions.pdf
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Minnesota 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text “You each do swear that, without respect of persons or favor of any person, you will well and truly 
try, and true deliverance make, between the state of Minnesota and the defendant, according to law 

and the evidence given you in court. So help you God.” 

Citation Minn. Stat. § 358.07(3) 

 

Mississippi 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text “You, and each of you, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will well and truly try all issues and 

execute all writs of inquiry that may be submitted to you, or left to your decision by the court, or 

under its direction, during the present term, and true verdicts give according to the evidence. So help 
you God.” Additionally, in each capital case, the jurors shall be sworn to “well and truly try the issue 

between the state and the defendant, and a true verdict give according to the evidence and the law.” 

Citation Miss. R. Crim. P. 18.5(a) 

 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text “You, and each of you, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will well and truly try all issues and 
execute all writs of inquiry that may be submitted to you, or left to your decision by the court, during 

the present term, and true verdicts give according to the evidence. So help you God.” 

Citation Miss. Code Ann. § 13-5-71 

 

Missouri 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text “Members of the jury, please rise and raise your right hand to be sworn. You and each of you do 
solemnly swear that you will well and truly try the issues in this cause, in which the State of Missouri 

is plaintiff and __________ is the defendant, and a true verdict render according to the law and the 

evidence so help you God. Be seated please.” 

Citation Mo. Sup. Ct. R. 27.02(d) (jury ‘shall be sworn well and truly to try the case’); Bench Book for Missouri Trial 

Judges, Vol. V, ch. 3, § 3.9(5) (1998) (form), as quoted in State v. Bainter, No. ED86381, slip op. (Mo. Ct. 

App. E.D. June 6, 2006), transferred, State v. Davis, 211 S.W.3d 86 (Mo. 2006) (en banc) 

 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/358.07
https://courts.ms.gov/research/rules/msrulesofcourt/Rules%20of%20Criminal%20Procedure%20Post-070123.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/mississippi/title-13/chapter-5/section-13-5-71/
https://ott.law/missouri-courts/opinions/state-of-missouri-respondent-v-paul-l-bainter-appellant-d86381
https://ott.law/missouri-courts/opinions/state-of-missouri-respondent-v-paul-l-bainter-appellant-d86381
https://ott.law/missouri-courts/opinions/state-of-missouri-respondent-v-paul-l-bainter-appellant-d86381
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Montana 

Case type Both 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text As soon as the jury is completed, an oath must be administered to the jurors, in substance, that they 
and each of them will well and truly try the matter in issue between ...., the plaintiff, and ...., the 

defendant, and render a true verdict according to the evidence. 

Citation Mont. Code Ann. § 25-7-207 (2025); see also Mont. Code Ann. § 46-16-111(1) (criminal trial juries “are 

formed in the same manner as trial juries in civil cases”) 

 

Nebraska 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text When all challenges have been made, the following oath shall be administered: You shall well and 

truly try, and true deliverance make, between the State of Nebraska and the prisoner at the bar 
(giving his name), so help you God. 

Citation Neb. Rev. Stat. § 29-2009 

 

Nevada 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

None 

Oath text When the jury has been impaneled, the court shall administer the following oath: Do you and each of 

you solemnly swear that you will well and truly try this case, now pending before this court, and a 
true verdict render according to the evidence given, so help you God. 

Citation Nev. Rev. Stat. § 175.111 

 

New Hampshire 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

Moderate 

Oath text You solemnly swear or affirm that you will carefully consider the evidence and the law presented to 

you in this case and that you will deliver a fair and true verdict as to the charge or charges against 

the defendant. So help you God. 

Citation N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 606:2 

 

https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/MCA/title_0250/chapter_0070/part_0020/section_0070/0250-0070-0020-0070.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/MCA/title_0250/chapter_0070/part_0020/section_0070/0250-0070-0020-0070.html
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=29-2009&print=true
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-175.html
https://gc.nh.gov/rsa/html/LIX/606/606-2.htm
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New Jersey 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text The following oath shall be administered to each juror: “Do you swear or affirm that you will try the 
matter in dispute and give a true verdict according to the evidence?” 

Citation N.J. Stat. Ann. § 2B:23-6 

 

New Mexico 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

High 

Oath text Do you swear or affirm that you will arrive at a verdict according to the evidence and the law as 

contained in the instructions of the court? 

Citation UJI 14-123 NMRA (Uniform Jury Instructions—Criminal, “Oath to impaneled jury”) 

 

New York 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text The prospective jurors who are not excluded from service must retain their place in the jury box and 

must be immediately sworn as trial jurors. They must be sworn to try the action in a just and 
impartial manner, to the best of their judgment, and to render a verdict according to the law and the 

evidence. 

Citation N.Y. Crim. Proc. Law § 270.15(2) (McKinney) 

 

North Carolina 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text You do solemnly swear (affirm) that you will truthfully and without prejudice or partiality try all 
issues in civil or criminal actions that come before you and give true verdicts according to the 

evidence, so help you, God. 

Citation N.C. Gen. Stat. § 11-11 (“Oath for Petit Juror”); see also N.C. Gen. Stat. § 9-14 

 

https://law.justia.com/codes/new-jersey/title-2b/section-2b-23-6/
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmra-unanno/en/18484/1/document.do
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/CPL/270.15
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_11/GS_11-11.html
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North Dakota 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

High 

Oath text Unless an affirmation is used, an oath substantially in the following form must be administered: . . . 
(2) To a Jury. Do you solemnly swear that you will consider all the evidence in this case, follow the 

instructions given to you, deliberate fairly and impartially and reach a fair verdict? So help you God. 

Citation N.D. R. Ct. 6.10(a)(2) 

 

Ohio 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text “Do you swear or affirm that you will diligently inquire into and carefully deliberate all matters 

between the State of Ohio and the defendant (giving the defendant’s name)? Do you swear or affirm 

you will do this to the best of your skill and understanding, without bias or prejudice? So help you 
God.” [Jurors respond “I do swear” or “I do affirm”. For an affirmation, “this you do as you shall 

answer under the pains and penalties of perjury” is substituted for “So help you God.”] 

Citation Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2945.28 (eff. May 18, 2005) 

 

Oklahoma 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text [Statutory substance; no quoted form:] The jury consists of twelve persons except that in 

misdemeanors it shall consist of six persons, chosen as prescribed by law, and “sworn or affirmed 
well and truly to try and true deliverance to make between the State of Oklahoma and the defendant 

whom they shall have in charge, and a true verdict to give according to the evidence.” [§ 602: a juror 

who has conscientious scruples against the oath may affirm, “substituting for the words ‘so help you 

God’, at the end of the oath, the following: ‘This you do affirm under the pains and penalties of 

perjury’.”] 

Citation Okla. Stat. tit. 22, § 601 (with § 602, affirmation) 

 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

Moderate 

Oath text “Do you, and each of you, solemnly swear/affirm that you will well and truly try the issues submitted 
to you in the case now on trial and reach a true verdict, according to the law and evidence presented 

to you, (so help you God?)/(this you do affirm under the penalties of perjury)?” 

Citation OUJI-CR 1-7 (Oath to the Jury), Okla. Unif. Jury Instr.–Crim. (2d ed.) 

 

https://www.ndcourts.gov/legal-resources/rules/ndrct/6-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-2945.28
https://www.oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/os22.pdf
https://okcca.net/ouji-cr/1-7/
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Oregon 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

Moderate 

Oath text “As soon as the number of the jury has been completed, an oath or affirmation must be 
administered to the jurors, in substance that they and each of them will well and truly try the matter 

in issue between the plaintiff and defendant, and a true verdict give according to the law and 
evidence as given them on the trial.” 

Citation Or. R. Civ. P. 57 E; made applicable to criminal trials by Or. Rev. Stat. § 136.210(1) 

 

Pennsylvania 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

None 

Oath text “You do solemnly swear by Almighty God [and those of you who affirm do declare and affirm] that 

you will well and truly try the issue joined between the Commonwealth and the defendant(s), and a 
true verdict render according to the evidence.” 

Citation Pa. R. Crim. P. 640(B), 234 Pa. Code § 640 

 

Rhode Island 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

None 

Oath text PETIT JURORS OATH IN CRIMINAL CASES: “You swear (or, affirm) that you will well and truly try and 

true deliverance make between the state of Rhode Island and the prisoner (or, defendant) at the bar 

according to law and the evidence given you: So help you God. (Or: This affirmation you make and 
give upon peril of the penalty of perjury.)” 

Citation R.I. Gen. Laws § 9-10-20 

 

South Carolina 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

None 

Oath text “Mr. Foreman or Madam Foreman, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Jury. Please stand and raise your 

right hand to be sworn: You shall well and truly try, and true deliverance make, between the State of 
South Carolina, and the defendant at bar, whom you shall have in charge, and a true verdict give, 

according to the law and evidence. SO HELP YOU GOD.” 

Citation S.C. Court Admin., Juror Information, Form SCCA 237 (02/07) (see State v. Floyd, 353 S.C. 55, 58 n.4, 577 

S.E.2d 215 (2003) (describing ‘Form 3, the “Uniform Juror Information Pamphlet,” promulgated pursuant 
to Rule 84, SCRCP’)); see S.C. Code Ann. § 14-7-1100 (criminal jurors ‘called, sworn, and impaneled anew 

for the trial of each case, according to the established practice’) 

 

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/SiteAssets/ORCP.html
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/234/chapter6/s640.html
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE9/9-10/9-10-20.htm
https://www.sccourts.org/media/forms/pdf/SCCA237.pdf
https://www.sccourts.org/media/forms/pdf/SCCA237.pdf
https://www.sccourts.org/media/forms/pdf/SCCA237.pdf
https://www.sccourts.org/media/forms/pdf/SCCA237.pdf
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South Dakota 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

High 

Oath text “As soon as the jury is completed, the following oath shall be administered to the jurors. Do you, and 
each of you, swear or affirm that you will fairly hear the matters in dispute and render a verdict 

according to the evidence and the instructions of the court, so help you God?” 

Citation S.D. Codified Laws § 15-14-11 (as amended by 2007 S.D. Sess. Laws ch. 131, § 1); see also id. § 23A-20-7.1 

 

Tennessee 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

No standard oath 

Citation None found; see Tenn. Code Ann. § 40-18-106 (felony jurors to be sworn together, no form) and Tenn. R. 
Crim. P. 24(a)(1)(A), (f)(1) 

 

Texas 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 
consider 

None 

Oath text “You and each of you do solemnly swear that in the case of the State of Texas against the defendant, 

you will a true verdict render according to the law and the evidence, so help you God”. 

Citation Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Ann. art. 35.22 

 

Utah 

Specificity about the 

law jurors are to 

consider 

High 

Oath text “(g) Juror oath. When the jury is selected an oath shall be administered to the jurors, in substance, 
that they and each of them will well and truly try the matter in issue between the parties, and render 

a true verdict according to the evidence and the instructions of the court.” 

Citation Utah R. Crim. P. 18(g) 

 

Vermont 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text “You solemnly swear or affirm that, without respect to persons or favor of any person, you will well 
and truly try and true deliverance make, between the State of Vermont and the defendant, whom 

you shall have in charge, according to the evidence given you in court and the laws of the State. So 

help you God, or under the penalty of perjury pursuant to the laws of the State of Vermont.”  

Citation Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 12, § 5804 

 

https://sdlegislature.gov/api/Statutes/15-14-11.html?all=true
https://unicourt.github.io/cic-code-tn/transforms/tn/octn/r73/gov.tn.tca.title.40.html
https://unicourt.github.io/cic-code-tn/transforms/tn/octn/r73/gov.tn.tca.title.40.html
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.35.htm
https://legacy.utcourts.gov/rules/view.php?type=urcrp&rule=18
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/fullchapter/12/211
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Virginia 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text As administered by the clerk (Arlington Cir. Ct., Dec. 1999) and quoted in the Court of Appeals 
opinion: “So you and each of you solemnly swear to well and truly try and true deliverance make 

between the Commonwealth of Virginia and the defendant at the bar whom you shall have the 
charge [sic] and a true verdict render thereon according to the law and the evidence so help you 

God?” 

Citation None prescribes the wording. Traditional formula quoted in Washington v. Commonwealth, 35 Va. App. 
202, 209, 543 S.E.2d 638 (2001), rev’d, 263 Va. 298, 559 S.E.2d 636 (2002) 

 

Washington 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

High 

Oath text “The jury shall be sworn or affirmed well and truly to try the issue between the State and the 

defendant, according to the evidence and instructions by the court.” 

Citation Wash. Super. Ct. Crim. R. 6.6 (CrR 6.6) 

 

West Virginia 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

No standard oath 

Oath text No standardized text found. Wording is left to the trial court and clerk by custom. 

Citation None. No statute, court rule, or official pattern instruction prescribes petit-juror oath wording 

 

Wisconsin 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text “The jurors selected to try the issues in the action or proceeding shall take an oath or affirmation to 
try the issues submitted to them and, unless discharged by the court, to give a verdict according to 

the law and the evidence given in court.” 

Citation Wis. Stat. § 756.08(1) 

 

https://www.vacourts.gov/static/opinions/opncavwp/0881004.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/static/opinions/opncavwp/0881004.pdf
https://www.courts.wa.gov/court_rules/pdf/CrR/SUP_CrR_06_06_00.pdf
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/52-1/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/756.08
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Wyoming 

Specificity about the 
law jurors are to 

consider 

None 

Oath text “As soon as the jury is selected an oath or affirmation shall be administered to the jurors providing, 
in substance, that they and each of them will well and truly try the matter in issue between the state 

of Wyoming, plaintiff, and the named defendant, and render a true verdict according to the 
evidence.” 

Citation Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 7-11-107 

 

https://wyoleg.gov/statutes/compress/title07.pdf
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