Seeds of Freedom:
David Boaz's Enduring Legacy

By Brian Mullis

David Boaz made liberty his life’s mission—and with a
transformational legacy gift to the Cato Institute, he is
making it possible for future generations to do the same.
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To hold a chair bearing his name is both a
deep honor and a profound responsibility.”
David’s career at Cato began in 1981, when
the Institute was still a small operation in
San Francisco. Over the next four decades,

he played an essential role in transforming
Cato into one of the most respected policy
organizations in the world. As vice president
for public policy, and later as executive

vice president, David shaped nearly every
aspect of Cato’s work—from research and
publications to communications and strategic
direction.

But David’s influence extended far beyond
Cato’s walls. His 1997 book Libertarianism: A
Primer—Ilater updated and reissued as The
Libertarian Mind—became a cornerstone text
for a generation of liberty-minded readers.
He helped popularize core libertarian
ideas without ever diluting their meaning.
Through essays, books, interviews, and
speeches, David gave voice to a worldview
rooted in dignity, reason, and individual
rights.

When he died on June 7, tributes poured
in from across the political spectrum. The
Washington Post called him “a fierce and
consistent advocate for personal freedom,”
while the New York Times noted that David
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“sought to bring libertarianism from the
fringes into the mainstream.” He succeeded
in that quest, leaving liberty’s next
champions a strong foundation to build on.

David believed ideas mattered. That's
why he spent his life defending them—and
why his final act of support for Cato was
so fitting. His legacy now lives on, not only
in his writing and in the countless lives he
touched but also in the ongoing work of the
organization he helped build.

With the David Boaz Chair, Cato will
continue advancing the ideals that David
championed with intelligence, integrity,
and passion. And as old and new challenges
to liberty emerge around the world, his
legacy will continue to be a lodestar for
those who work to defend and advance
freedom around the world. 4

For information on Cato’s Legacy Society,
please contact Brian Mullis at bmullis@cato.org.
To learn more about planned giving, please visit

Cato.org/plannedgiving.
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