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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

eople crossing into America unlawfully at the
southwest border is one of the top public policy
issues that Americans want resolved, and their
concerns about it helped re-elect President
Donald J. Trump. Related to immigration is the perception
that immigrants, especially illegal immigrants, are
criminally inclined and increase American crime rates.

Is this perception supported by the facts? Illegal
immigration and the crimes illegal immigrants commit are
notoriously difficult to measure. The states and federal
government should collect better incarceration, conviction,
and arrest data by immigration status so that the public and
policymakers can more accurately understand how
immigrants affect crime in the United States. This policy
analysis is the latest in a series that attempts to answer that

question by estimating illegal immigrant incarceration rates

in the United States by using the American Community
Survey Public Use Microdata Sample from the US Census.

We provide detailed incarceration data on both immigrants
and native-born Americans by race and ethnicity, region of
birth, sex, education, and age, and for immigrants we provide
their country of birth, the number of years they have been in
the United States, and their age at their time of arrival.

We estimate that all immigrants—legal and illegal—are
less likely to be incarcerated than native-born Americans.
The 2023 native-born American incarceration rate of 1,221
per 100,000 natives is the highest of the three groups
analyzed. Legal immigrants have the lowest incarceration
rate at 319 per 100,000 legal immigrants in 2023. Illegal
immigrants have an incarceration rate of 613 per 100,000
illegal immigrants, higher than legal immigrants but also

lower than native-born Americans.
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INTRODUCTION

The US Border Patrol has made more than eight million
apprehensions of unlawful border crossers along the
southwest border since January 2021, when President
Joe Biden first took office.! Many of those border crossers
applied for asylum, but a significant portion of them
avoided Border Patrol entirely and disappeared into
the United States. According to a recent poll by Gallup,

47 percent of Americans believe that immigrants increase

crime in the United States; there’s little doubt that many of

the responders are specifically thinking of illegal immigrants

when they answer affirmatively.”

Is this perception accurate? This policy analysis is the
latest in a series that attempts to answer that question
by estimating illegal immigrant incarceration rates in the
United States by using American Community Survey (ACS)
Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) from the US Census.
The data show that all immigrants—legal and illegal—are
less likely to be incarcerated than native-born Americans,
relative to their shares of the population. By themselves,
illegal immigrants are less likely to be incarcerated than

native-born Americans.

BACKGROUND

We published the first nationwide estimates of the

incarcerated illegal immigrant population in 2017, followed

by updates in 2018, 2019, and 2020. The 2017 brief analyzed

incarceration rates for 2014, the 2018 brief analyzed
incarceration rates for 2016, the 2019 paper analyzed
incarceration rates for 2017, and the 2020 paper estimated
incarceration rates using an updated methodology for
the 2010-2018 period. Interest among the public in that
research was so large that in this paper we update the
estimates using the most recent 2023 inmate data from the
ACS. Estimates of the total criminal immigrant population
vary widely in other sources and according to different
measures, but the illegal immigrant incarceration rate is an
important indicator of that population’s criminality.*
Empirical studies of immigrant criminality examine the
issue from different perspectives using different measures
of criminality. Those studies generally find that immigrants
do notincrease crime rates in small communities, are less

likely to cause crime than their native-born peers, and

are less likely to be incarcerated, convicted, and arrested
than native-born Americans.’ However, immigrant
criminality could vary based on whether they are legal
or illegal immigrants because the two groups are distinct
demographically, socioeconomically, and on different
margins that could make one group more or less crime-
prone than the other.

Illegal immigrant incarceration rates, criminal conviction
rates, arrest rates, and broader impacts on crime are not
well studied because of data limitations because, with few
exceptions, most jurisdictions, law enforcement agencies,
state corrections departments, and other organizations
in the criminal justice system do not systematically
record data on the immigration statuses of those who are
arrested, convicted of crimes, or incarcerated. The two
major exceptions are Texas and Georgia. Texas has been
keeping data on arrests and convictions by immigration
status since 2011, and Georgia has been publishing data on
illegal immigrants incarcerated in that state beginning in
2024.7 A Cato Institute analysis of the conviction, arrest,
and incarceration data in those states found that illegal
immigrants had a lower criminal conviction rate and a lower
arrest rate in Texas relative to the native-born population,
and a lower incarceration rate in Georgia relative to the non-
illegal-immigrant population. The finding held for all crimes,
including the various types of homicide that are the most
serious offenses.® Data for the other 48 states are unavailable,
so Cato scholars have estimated the illegal immigrant and
legal immigrant incarceration rates for the entire country and
have found it to be lower than for native-born Americans.’

Recent peer-reviewed empirical studies have found no link
between violent crime and illegal immigration, a negative
relationship between the number of illegal immigrants and
most types of nonviolent crime, and lower illegal immigrant
criminal conviction and arrest rates in Texas, compared to
other subpopulations in Texas.'® Results can vary somewhat
based on the methods and data, but there is convincing
evidence that a larger number of illegal immigrants present
in an area increase the rate of identity theft in a jurisdiction,
and there is evidence of a small but statistically significant
relationship between the size of the illegal immigrant
population and drug arrests."

Our estimates of a low illegal immigrant incarceration rate

are consistent with other research that finds that increasing



immigration enforcement and deporting more illegal
immigrants does not reduce the crime rate, which we would
expect to occur if illegal immigrants were more crime-prone
than natives.”? Our research is also consistent with work

that finds crime rates either do not increase to a statistically
significant extent when states create sanctuary jurisdictions
that limit the scope of immigration enforcement, or that the
rates for some crimes actually fall, which is counter to what
we would expect if illegal immigrants were more crime-prone
than the rest of the population.” However, data limitations

mean that these studies are not the final word on the matter.

METHODOLOGY

In this policy analysis we use ACS data to estimate the
incarceration rate and other demographic characteristics
for immigrants aged 18—54 during the 2010-2023 period.
The ACS inmate data are reliable because they are ordinarily
collected by, or under the supervision of, correctional
institution administrators; however, the quality of the data
for the population that includes the incarcerated was not
always as reliable. In the 2000 census, the data were for
a subpopulation who live in facilities that are owned and
managed by others, which includes prisoners incarcerated
in correctional facilities, and the response rate to the census
was low. The Census Bureau recognized the problem with
data collection and substantially resolved the issue in the
2010 census and the ACS, making several tweaks over the
years that have continually improved the size and quality of
the group quarters sample."

The ACS counts the incarcerated population by their
nativity and naturalization status, but local and state
governments rarely record whether prisoners are illegal
immigrants.” As a result, we have to use common statistical
methods to identify incarcerated illegal immigrant prisoners
by excluding prisoners with characteristics that illegal
immigrants are unlikely to have.'® In other words, we can
identify likely illegal immigrants by looking at prisoners
with individual characteristics that are highly correlated
with being an illegal immigrant.

We identified likely illegal immigrants using a modified
residual method developed by economist Christian Gunadi.
Our modified method makes larger adjustments for the

estimated undercount of the immigrant population and

relaxes assumptions about employment and Medicaid
access because of legal changes since Gunadi first published
his methods.”” Gunadi’s method imputes legal immigrant
status first and then identifies those remaining foreign-born
residents as illegal immigrants, which is different from other
residual statistical methods that identify illegal immigrants
first and then count the remaining foreign-born residents as
legal immigrants.'® Our modified estimation method counts
people as legal immigrants if they meet any of the following
criteria as recorded in the ACS: is a US citizen; arrived in the
United States before 1982; served in the armed forces; was
born in Cuba and immigrated prior to 2017; received welfare
benefits such as Social Security, Supplemental Security
Income, Medicaid (with some adjustment based on states
extending Medicaid access to illegal immigrants), Medicare,
or military insurance; resided in public housing or received
rental subsidies or was the spouse of someone who resided in
public housing or received rental subsidies; had occupational
licenses; and/or had a spouse who was a legal immigrant or
US citizen.”” The number of legal immigrants estimated using
this method includes those present in the United States on
temporary nonimmigrant work visas and those who have
naturalized and earned American citizenship.

Alimitation of the ACS data is that they include prisoners
in correctional facilities and other types of facilities.
Although most inmates listed in the public-use microdata
version of the ACS are in correctional facilities, the data also
include those in mental health and elderly care institutions
and those in institutions for people with disabilities.?° These
inclusions add ambiguity to our findings about the illegal
immigrant population but not to our findings about the
immigrant population as a whole, because the ACS releases
macrodemographic snapshots of inmates in correctional
facilities, which allows us to check our work.?

The above-mentioned ambiguity in illegal immigrant
incarceration rates prompted us to narrow our analysis to
those who are aged 18—54. This range excludes most inmates
in mental health and retirement facilities. Few prisoners
are under age 18, many in mental health facilities are
juveniles, and many of those over age 54 are in elderly care
institutions. Additionally, few illegal immigrants are elderly,
whereas those who are in elderly care institutions are
typically over age 54.%* As a result, narrowing the age range

does not exclude many individuals from our analysis. We



identified 1,743,525 prisoners in the 18—54 age range in adult
correctional facilities in 2023, compared to approximately
1,821,745 identified by the ACS in the same year and age
ranges. Winnowing the age range reduces our estimated
number of incarcerated individuals in the 18—-54 age range
to about 4.3 percent below that of the ACS 2023 snapshot.?
Natives in our results are those born as American citizens,
and the group includes both those born in the United States
and those born abroad to American parents.

Controlling for the size of the population is essential to
compare relative incarceration rates between the native-
born, illegal immigrant, and legal immigrant subpopulations.
Thus, we report the incarceration rate as the number of
incarcerations per 100,000 members of that particular

subpopulation, just as most government agencies do.**

INCARCERATIONS

An estimated 1,617,197 native-born Americans, 67,813
illegal immigrants, and 58,515 legal immigrants were
incarcerated in 2023. The incarceration rate for native-born
Americans was 1,221 per 100,000; 613 per 100,000 for illegal
immigrants; and 319 per 100,000 for legal immigrants in
2022 (Figure 1). Illegal immigrants are half as likely to be
incarcerated as native-born Americans. Legal immigrants
are 74 percent less likely to be incarcerated than natives. If
native-born Americans were incarcerated at the same rate
as illegal immigrants, about 806,000 fewer natives would
be incarcerated. Conversely, if natives were incarcerated at
the same rate as legal immigrants, about 1.2 million fewer

native-born Americans would be incarcerated.

Figure 1

Incarceration rates by immigration status in 2023, ages 18-54

Native-born Americans

lllegal immigrants

Legal immigrants 319

Source: Authors’ analysis of the American Community Survey data.
Note: Rates are per 100,000 residents in each subpopulation.

The ACS data include illegal immigrants incarcerated
for immigration offenses and those in Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s (ICE) detention facilities.?® Those
individuals are not incarcerated for violent or property
crimes but only for immigration violations. If we were to
remove the 28,289 people in ICE detention facilities on
any given day, that would lower the illegal immigrant
incarceration rate to 357 per 100,000—just 12 percent above

the incarceration rate for legal immigrants.?®

Robustness Checks for Counting
the lllegal Immigrant Population

Because our chosen ACS variables could have affected
the number of illegal immigrants we identified in the data,
we altered some of the variables to see whether the results
significantly changed. First, we loosened the identifications
for illegal immigrants, counting some of those who lived in
households with users of means-tested welfare benefits as
illegal immigrants. Illegal immigrants do not have access to
those benefits, but US citizens and some lawful permanent
residents in their households do. This adjustment increased
the illegal immigrant population and their incarceration
rate to 741 per 100,000, reduced the legal immigrant
incarceration rate to 212 per 100,000, and did not affect the
native incarceration rate.

Our second robustness check excluded all immigrants
who entered the United States after 2009. Immigrants on
lawful permanent residency can apply for citizenship after
five years, virtually guaranteeing that most of the lawful

permanent residents who are able to naturalize have done

1,221

613



so, which decreases the pool of potential illegal immigrants
in our sample. This robustness check shrinks the size of the
nonincarcerated illegal immigrant subpopulation relative to
those incarcerated and, thus, slightly raises the rate of illegal
immigrant incarceration to about 851 per 100,000 and the
legal immigrant rate to 394 per 100,000. These variable
changes did not alter our results enough to undermine our

confidence in the findings.

lllegal Immigrant Incarceration
Rates over Time, 2010-2023

Figure 2 shows how incarceration rates for native-born
Americans, illegal immigrants, and legal immigrants have
changed during the 2010-2023 period. In every year, the
illegal immigrant incarceration rate is between 31 percent
and 56 percent below that of native-born Americans.

In every year, the legal immigrant incarceration rate is
between 65 percent and 75 percent below that of native-
born Americans. Furthermore, the incarceration rate has
declined for every group. From 2010 to 2023, the native-born
incarceration rate fell by 23 percent, the legal immigrant
incarceration rate fell by 38 percent, and the illegal

immigrant incarceration rate fell by 36 percent.”’ However,

Figure 2

there was an increase in the illegal immigrant incarceration
rate recently, from 538 per 100,000 in 2022 to 612 per
100,000 in 2023.

Demographic and Social Characteristics

Incarceration rates vary widely by race and ethnicity in the
United States, even within each immigrant category (Table 1).
Legal and illegal immigrants have a lower incarceration rate
than native-born Americans of the same race or ethnicity.

For instance, the incarceration rate for black native-born
Americans is 8.9 times that of black legal immigrants, and
the incarceration rate for white native-born Americans is
3.5 times higher than it is for white legal immigrants. The
incarceration rate for all illegal immigrants is lower than the
incarceration rate for white native-born Americans.

Immigrants from certain parts of the world are more likely to
be incarcerated than others (Table 2).2% Of all legal immigrants,
those from Oceania have the highest incarceration rates,
followed by immigrants from Latin America. For illegal
immigrants, those from Latin America have the highest
incarceration rates, followed by those from Oceania.

About 69 percent of all immigrants in the United States

come from the top 20 countries of origin for the foreign-born

Incarceration rates by immigration status, 2010-2023, ages 18-54
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population.?® Of those, illegal immigrants and legal
immigrants from Honduras have the highest incarceration
rate, which is likely exacerbated by their presence in
immigration detention facilities for immigration offenses
that rarely include violent or property offenses (Table 3).
The distribution of prisoners by their immigration status
and their region of origin shows that 5.1 percent of those
incarcerated are immigrants from Latin America, whereas
92.8 percent are native-born Americans regardless of their
location of birth (Table 4).

On January 6,2023, the Biden administration created a

parole program to allow American residents to sponsor up

Table 1

to 30,000 Cubans, Venezuelans, Nicaraguans, and Haitians
(CVNH) a month to come to the United States legally
through a parole sponsorship program.*® As of November
2024, 531,670 Cubans, Venezuelans, Nicaraguans, and
Haitians had arrived lawfully in the United States and

were granted parole. Although the incarceration data in
this paper only go through 2023, the incarceration rate for
immigrants from the CVNH countries could predict how
criminally inclined the parolees from those countries will
end up being. The incarceration rate for all immigrants from
the CVNH countries in the 18—-54 age range was 437 per
100,000 in 2023, slightly above the incarceration rate for all

Incarceration rates by race, ethnicity, and immigration status in 2023, ages 18-54

Race/ethnicity Native-born Americans Legal immigrants lllegal immigrants “

White

Black 3,441
Asian 417
Hispanic (any race) 1,284
Other 1,461
All 1,221

Source: Authors’ analysis of the American Community Survey data.
Note: Rates are per 100,000 residents in each subpopulation.

Table 2

Incarceration rates by region of birth in 2023, ages 18-54

385 461 3,036
115 127 213
491 879 1,038
199 490 1,326
Sile) 613 1,077

Region of birth Native-born Americans Legal immigrants lllegal immigrants “

United States 1,233
Other North America 108
Latin America 498
Europe 387
East Asia 411
Indian subcontinent 249
Middle East -
Other Asia —
Africa 630
Oceania —
Other 10,073
Total 1,221

Source: Authors’ analysis of the American Community Survey data.

Notes: Rates are per 100,000 residents in each subpopulation; NA = not applicable.

1,233
203 210 188
472 862 639
294 214 297
151 133 164
40 136 85
130 99 110

9 - 6
243 531 330
647 533 488

- - 1,464
319 613 1,077



immigrants of 430 per 100,000. Venezuelans had the lowest
incarceration rate at 241 per 100,000, while Haitians had
the highest rate at 633 per 100,000. Incarceration rates for
CVNH countries, whether considered separately, combined,
or divided by immigration status, had incarceration rates
well below those of native-born Americans.

Just over 88.1 percent of all prisoners are men, whereas
only 11.9 percent are women (Table 5). Legal and illegal
immigrant women are a smaller share of prisoners in
their respective subpopulations, at 7.9 percent and
6.1 percent, respectively. Native-born American women
are significantly more likely to be incarcerated than
immigrant women.

Prisoners in every subpopulation are less educated than

their total subpopulation (Table 6). About 65.5 percent of

Table 3

Incarceration rates by country of birth in 2023,
ages 18-54

Country of birth lllegal

Mexico 563 1,020
India 36 99
China 79 1
Philippines 116 -
El Salvador 533 678
Guatemala 627 683
Dominican Republic 417 954
Cuba 387 987
Vietnam 267 836
Honduras 976 1,307
Colombia 149 693
Korea 126 66
Venezuela 388 148
Brazil 19 184
Haiti 773 228
Jamaica 300 622
Canada 164 182
Ecuador 544 490
Nigeria 129 563
Peru 41 1,776

Source: Authors’ analysis of the American Community Survey data.
Note: Rates are per 100,000 residents in each subpopulation.

all native-born American adults, including those who are
not incarcerated, have some college education (which can
include a community college course) or above, whereas

17.1 percent of native-born prisoners have the same level

of education. A total of 17.5 percent of legal immigrant
prisoners and 11 percent of illegal immigrant prisoners have
some college education or above; these percentages are
lower than the percentages of their subpopulations with the
same level of education (55.30 percent and 45.88 percent,
respectively).” Native-born Americans and immigrants who
are highly educated tend to avoid incarceration.

Native-born Americans, illegal immigrants, and legal
immigrants all have higher incarceration rates when they
are younger (Table 7). Native-born American incarceration
rates peak in the 35-39 age range, while legal immigrant and
illegal immigrant incarceration rates peak younger, in the
30-34 age range. The incarceration rates for legal and illegal
immigrants generally increase with the amount of time they
have spent in the United States, with minor variations in
different age ranges (Table 8).

Related to the amount of time that immigrants have spent
in the United States, both illegal and legal immigrants who
immigrate at a younger age are more likely to be incarcerated
(Table 9). Illegal immigrants who arrive before they are 17 are
almost two-and-a-half times more likely to be incarcerated
than those who arrive after age 17, suggesting that illegal
immigrants who were old enough to choose to come here
are more law-abiding than those who were brought here as
minors. The pattern is less pronounced for legal immigrants.
Those who immigrated before age 17 were almost two times as
likely to be incarcerated than legal immigrants who were older
than 17 when they arrived. This again suggests that those who
are old enough to choose to come to the United States legally
are more law-abiding, regardless of their legal status.

At least two non-mutually exclusive theories can explain
why those who immigrated in their youth have higher
incarceration rates than those who immigrated later. First,
spending part of their childhood in the United States could
assimilate some immigrants to a relatively high-crime culture
here—atleast as compared to other developed countries. A
second theory is that those who decide to come here by choice
as adults have some systematically different characteristics
that make them less likely to commit crimes, whereas those

who are too young to make the decision to immigrate do not.



POLICY IMPLICATIONS addition of a less crime-prone population to the United

A substantial percentage of the American public States mechanically reduces the overall incarceration rate in
believes that immigration increases crime and that illegal the country.
immigrants disproportionately contribute to the problem.* For instance, federal officials should abandon efforts to
However, the evidence presented here shows that they have : convince so-called sanctuary cities to fully abandon their
lower incarceration rates than native-born Americans. The © policies, because such cooperation will not lower violent
Table 4

Percentage of all prisoners by region of birth in 2023, ages 18-54

Region of birth Native-born Americans Legal immigrants lllegal immigrants “

United States 99.5% 92.3%
Other North America 0.0% 0.9% 0.5% 0.1%
Latin America 0.2% 71.0% 88.1% 6.0%
Europe 0.2% 9.7% 2.0% 0.6%
East Asia 0.1% 8.7% 2.5% 0.5%
Indian subcontinent 0.0% 1.3% 2.9% 0.2%
Middle East 0.0% 1.1% 0.2% 0.0%
Other Asia 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Africa 0.0% 6.0% 3.5% 0.4%
Oceania 0.0% 1.0% 0.4% 0.1%
Other 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100%

Source: Authors’ analysis of the American Community Survey data.
Note: NA = not applicable.

Table 5
Percentage of prisoners by sex and immigration status in 2023, ages 18-54

m Native-born Americans Legal immigrants lllegal immigrants “

Female 12.3% 7.9% 6.1% 11.9%
Male 87.7% 92.1% 93.9% 88.1%

Source: Authors’ analysis of the American Community Survey data.

Table 6
Percentage of prisoners by education and immigration status in 2023, ages 18-54

m Native-born Americans Legal immigrants lllegal immigrants “

Less than high school 28.5% 39.1% 47.4% 29.6%
High school graduate 54.4% 43.4% 41.6% 53.6%
Some college 14.7% 12.4% 7.7% 14.3%
College graduate 1.7% 4.5% 2.9% 1.9%
Postgraduate 0.6% 0.7% 0.5% 0.6%

Source: Authors’ analysis of the American Community Survey data.



and property crime rates nationwide. Illegal immigrants
have a lower incarceration rate than native-born Americans,
so scarce law enforcement resources should not be spent
on identifying and deporting a subpopulation with such
alow crime rate. If the purpose of law enforcement is to
deter crime and to punish criminals, their resources would
be inefficiently allocated if targeted at illegal immigrants.
However, the federal government should convince sanctuary
jurisdictions and others to turn over any noncitizen guilty of
committing a violent or property-related offense for removal
from the United States.

Second, the federal government already has effective

programs to identify illegal immigrants who have been

Table 7

arrested, convicted, or incarcerated. The federal government
should continue those policies and make the removal
of these illegal immigrants a priority, but it should not
widen its reach to include illegal immigrants who have not
committed criminal offenses or have not otherwise put
Americans at risk.*®

Third, the government should collect better data on illegal
and legal immigrant criminality. Incarceration rates are just
one measurement of criminality that are used to understand
relative crime rates in the United States. Unfortunately, the
paucity of data means that we must estimate the number
of illegal immigrants who are incarcerated, which adds

some uncertainty to our final numbers. Every state should

Incarceration rates by age and immigration status in 2023, ages 18-54

Native-born Americans Legal immigrants lllegal immigrants “
318 621 626

18-24 641
25-29 1,211
30-34 1,548
35-39 1,590
40-44 1,482
45-49 1,305
50-54 1,061

Source: Authors’ analysis of the American Community Survey data.
Note: Rates are per 100,000 residents in each subpopulation.

Table 8

396 640 1,114
412 675 1,375
360 643 1,351
318 656 1,245
289 525 1,074
221 474 886

Incarceration rates for immigrants by their time in the United States and immigration status in 2023, ages 18-54

Time in the United States Legal immigrants lllegal immigrants m
445 344

0-4 years 207

5-9 years 239 656 364
10-14 years 364 689 467
15-19 years 285 750 420
20-24 years 451 1,010 572
25-29 years 411 1,766 643
30-34 years 610 2,501 823
35-39 years 245 N/A 245
40+ years 727 N/A 727
Total 319 613 430

Source: Authors’ analysis of the American Community Survey data.

Note: Rates are per 100,000 residents in each subpopulation; N/A = not applicable.



collect and make available data on the immigration statuses
of those who are convicted and arrested for crimes, just

like Texas does, as well as those who are incarcerated, as
Georgia does.** To be clear, this proposal would only require
documenting the immigration status of people who are
arrested for crimes, convicted of crimes, or incarcerated

for crimes. There is no excuse for the lack of data on this

important public policy issue.

CONCLUSION

Legal and illegal immigrants were less likely to be
incarcerated than native-born Americans between 2010
and 2023. Those who were incarcerated do not represent
the total number of immigrants who can be deported
under current law, nor the complete number of convicted
immigrant criminals who are in the United States. The
younger that immigrants are upon their arrival in the
United States, and the longer that they are here, the more
likely they are to be incarcerated as adults.

The government should expeditiously remove violent
and property criminals who are noncitizens, whether they

are legal immigrants or illegal immigrants, but a general

NOTES

1. “Southwest Land Border Encounters,” Stats and
Summaries, Newsroom, US Customs and Border Protection,
last modified February 18, 2025.

2. “Immigration,” Gallup.

3. Michelangelo Landgrave and Alex Nowrasteh, “Criminal
Immigrants: Their Numbers, Demographics, and Countries

of Origin,” Cato Institute Immigration Research and Policy
Brief no. 1, March 15, 2017; Michelangelo Landgrave and

Alex Nowrasteh, “Incarcerated Immigrants in 2016: Their
Numbers, Demographics, and Countries of Origin,” Cato
Institute Immigration Research and Policy Brief no. 7, June 4,
2018; Michelangelo Landgrave and Alex Nowrasteh, “Criminal
Immigrants in 2017: Their Numbers, Demographics, and
Countries of Origin,” Cato Institute Immigration Research and
Policy Brief no. 11, March 4, 2019; and Michelangelo Landgrave
and Alex Nowrasteh, “Illegal Immigrant Incarceration Rates,
2010-2018: Demographics and Policy Implications,” Cato
Institute Policy Analysis no. 890, April 21,2020.

4. “US Immigration and Customs Enforcement Salaries

10

Table 9

Incarceration rates for immigrants by their age of
arrival in the United States and immigration status in
2023, ages 0-54

Age at arrival Legal immigrants lllegal immigrants

0-17 514 1,339
18-24 412 1,142
25-29 331 662
30-34 142 340
35-39 170 438
40-44 196 318
45-49 127 575
50-54 241 250

Source: Authors’ analysis of the American Community Survey data.
Note: Rates are per 100,000 residents in each subpopulation.

mass deportation policy indiscriminately targeted at all
illegal immigrants will not reduce crime rates, nor will
reductions in legal immigration. Governments at all levels in
the United States should collect better data so that we can
more precisely understand how illegal immigrants and legal

immigrants contribute to crime in the United States.

and Expenses,” Congressional Submission, Department of
Homeland Security, 2013, p. 61; and Marc R. Rosenblum,
“Understanding the Potential Impact of Executive Action
on Immigration Enforcement,” Migration Policy Institute,
July 2015, p. 11.

5. See Charis E. Kubrin and Graham C. Ousey, Immigration
and Crime: Taking Stock (Springer, 2023); Ran Abramitzky

et al., “Law-Abiding Immigrants: The Incarceration Gap
Between Immigrants and the US-Born, 1870-2020,”
National Bureau of Economic Research Working Paper

no. 31440, July 2023; Graham C. Ousey and Charis E. Kubrin,
“Immigration and Crime: Assessing a Contentious Issue,”
Annual Review of Criminology 1 (2018): 63—84; Kristin F.
Butcher and Anne Morrison Piehl, “The Role of Deportation
in the Incarceration of Immigrants,” in Issues in the Economics
of Immigration, ed. George J. Borjas (University of Chicago
Press, 2000), pp. 351-86; Kristin F. Butcher and Anne
Morrison Piehl, “Why Are Immigrants’ Incarceration Rates
So Low? Evidence on Selective Immigration, Deterrence,
and Deportation,” National Bureau of Economic Research
Working Paper no. 13229, July 2007; Alex Nowrasteh,


https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-land-border-encounters
https://news.gallup.com/poll/1660/immigration.aspx
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-reform-bulletin/criminal-immigrants-their-numbers-demographics-countries
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-reform-bulletin/criminal-immigrants-their-numbers-demographics-countries
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-reform-bulletin/criminal-immigrants-their-numbers-demographics-countries
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/their-numbers-demographics-countries-origin
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/their-numbers-demographics-countries-origin
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-2017-their-numbers-demographics
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-2017-their-numbers-demographics
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-2017-their-numbers-demographics
https://www.cato.org/publications/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-incarceration-rates-2010-2018-demographics-policy
https://www.cato.org/publications/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-incarceration-rates-2010-2018-demographics-policy
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/understanding-potential-impact-executive-action-immigration-enforcement
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/understanding-potential-impact-executive-action-immigration-enforcement
https://www.nber.org/papers/w31440
https://www.nber.org/papers/w31440
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-criminol-032317-092026
https://www.nber.org/system/files/chapters/c6060/c6060.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/chapters/c6060/c6060.pdf
file:///C:/Users/anowrasteh/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2L0R7I2W/Why%20Are%20Immigrants’%20Incarceration%20Rates%20So%20Low
file:///C:/Users/anowrasteh/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2L0R7I2W/Why%20Are%20Immigrants’%20Incarceration%20Rates%20So%20Low
file:///C:/Users/anowrasteh/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2L0R7I2W/Why%20Are%20Immigrants’%20Incarceration%20Rates%20So%20Low

“Immigration and Crime—What the Research Says,” Cato
at Liberty (blog), Cato Institute, July 14, 2015; and Francesco
Fasani et al., Does Immigration Increase Crime? Migration
Policy and the Creation of the Criminal Immigrant (Cambridge
University Press, 2019).

6. Charis E. Kubrin and Graham C. Ousey, Immigration and
Crime: Taking Stock (Springer, 2023), p. 71.

7. Alex Nowrasteh, “Illegal Immigrant Murderers in

Texas, 2013—2022: Illegal Immigrant and Legal Immigrant
Conviction and Arrest Rates for Homicide and Other Crimes,”
Cato Institute Policy Analysis no. 977, June 26, 2024.

8. Alex Nowrasteh, “Criminal Immigrants in Texas: Illegal
Immigrant Conviction and Arrest Rates for Homicide,

Sex Crimes, Larceny, and Other Crimes,” Cato Institute
Immigration Research and Policy Brief no. 4, February 26,
2018; Alex Nowrasteh, “Criminal Immigrants in Texas in
2017: Illegal Immigrant Conviction Rates and Arrest Rates
for Homicide, Sex Crimes, Larceny, and Other Crimes,”
Cato Institute Immigration Research and Policy Brief no. 13,
August 27, 2019; Alex Nowrasteh, “Criminal Immigrants in
Texas in 2019: Illegal Immigrant Conviction Rates and Arrest
Rates for Homicide, Sex Crimes, Larceny, and Other Crimes,”
Cato Institute Immigration Research and Policy Brief no. 19,
May 11, 2021; Alex Nowrasteh et al., “Illegal Immigration
and Crime in Texas,” Cato Institute Working Paper no. 60,
October 13, 2020; Alex Nowrasteh, “Illegal Immigrant
Murderers in Texas, 2013—2022: Illegal Immigrant and
Legal Immigrant Conviction and Arrest Rates for Homicide
and Other Crimes,” Cato Institute Policy Analysis no. 977,
June 26,2024; and Alex Nowrasteh, “Illegal Immigrants

in Georgia Have a Low Incarceration Rate,” Cato at Liberty
(blog), Cato Institute, January 6,2025.

9. Michelangelo Landgrave and Alex Nowrasteh, “Criminal
Immigrants: Their Numbers, Demographics, and Countries
of Origin,” Cato Institute Immigration Research and

Policy Brief no. 1, March 15, 2017; Michelangelo Landgrave
and Alex Nowrasteh, “Incarcerated Immigrants in 2016:
Their Numbers, Demographics, and Countries of Origin,”
Cato Institute Immigration Research and Policy Brief

no. 7, June 4, 2018; Michelangelo Landgrave and Alex
Nowrasteh, “Criminal Immigrants in 2017: Their Numbers,
Demographics, and Countries of Origin,” Cato Institute
Immigration Research and Policy Brief no. 11, March 4, 2019;
and Michelangelo Landgrave and Alex Nowrasteh, “Illegal
Immigrant Incarceration Rates, 2010-2018: Demographics
and Policy Implications,” Cato Institute Policy Analysis

no. 890, April 21, 2020.

10. Michael T. Light and Ty Miller, “Does Undocumented
Immigration Increase Violent Crime?,” Criminology 56,

no. 2 (March 2018): 370-401; Michael T. Light et al.,
“Undocumented Immigration, Drug Problems, and Driving
Under the Influence in the United States, 1990-2014,”
American Journal of Public Health 107, no. 9 (September
2017): 1448-54; and Michael T. Light et al., “Comparing
Crime Rates Between Undocumented Immigrants, Legal
Immigrants, and Native-Born US Citizens in Texas,” PNAS
117, no. 51, December 7, 2020.

11. Bianca Bersani et al., “Investigating the Offending Histories
of Undocumented Immigrants,” Migration Letters 15, no. 2
(2018):147-66; Richard J. Cebula and James V. Koch, “The
Impact of Undocumented Immigration on ID Theftin the
United States: An Empirical Study,” Open Economics Journal 1,
no. 1 (September 2008): 37—-46; and David Green, “The Trump
Hypothesis: Testing Immigrant Populations as a Determinant
of Violent and Drug-Related Crime in the United States,”
Social Science Quarterly 97, no. 3 (September 2016): 506—24.

12. Thomas J. Miles and Adam B. Cox, “Does Immigration
Enforcement Reduce Crime? Evidence from ‘Secure
Communities,” Journal of Law and Economics 57, no. 4
(November 2014): 937-73; Elina Treyger et al., “Immigration
Enforcement, Policing, and Crime,” Criminology &

Public Policy 13, no. 2 (September 2014): 285-322; and
Andrew Forrester and Alex Nowrasteh, “Do Immigration
Enforcement Programs Reduce Crime? Evidence from the
287(g) Program in North Carolina,” Cato Institute Working
Paper no. 52, April 11, 2018.

13. David K. Hausman, “Sanctuary Policies Reduce
Deportations Without Increasing Crime,” PNAS 117, no. 44
(October 19, 2020); Charis E. Kubrin and Bradley J. Bartos,
“Sanctuary Status and Crime in California: What’s the
Connection?,” Justice Evaluation Journal 3, no. 2 (2020):
115-33; Daniel E. Martinez et al., “Providing Sanctuary or
Fostering Crime? A Review of the Research on ‘Sanctuary
Cities’ and Crime,” Sociology Compass 12, no. 1 (2018); Ricardo
D. Martinez-Schuldt and Daniel E. Martinez, “Sanctuary
Policies and City-Level Incidents of Violence, 1990 to 2010,”
Justice Quarterly 36, no. 4 (2019): 567-93; R. D. Martinez-
Schuldt and D. E. Martinez, D. E. (2021), “Immigrant
Sanctuary Policies and Crime-Reporting Behavior: A
Multilevel Analysis of Reports of Crime Victimization to Law
Enforcement, 1980 to 2004,” American Sociological Review 86,
no. 1 (2017): 154-85; and Loren Collingwood and Benjamin
Gonzalez O’Brien, Sanctuary Cities: The Politics of Refuge
(Oxford Academic, 2019), pp. 118-52.

14. Constance F. Citro and Graham Kalton, eds., Using
the American Community Survey: Benefits and Challenges

(National Academies Press, 2007), pp. 170-73.

15. Steven Ruggles et al., “Integrated Public Use Series:

11


https://www.cato.org/blog/immigration-crime-what-research-says
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108626286
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108626286
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-texas-illegal-immigrant
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-texas-illegal-immigrant
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-texas-illegal-immigrant
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-texas-2017-illegal-immigrant
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-texas-2017-illegal-immigrant
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-texas-2017-illegal-immigrant
https://www.cato.org/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-texas-2019
https://www.cato.org/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-texas-2019
https://www.cato.org/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-texas-2019
https://www.cato.org/publications/working-paper/illegal-immigration-crime-texas
https://www.cato.org/publications/working-paper/illegal-immigration-crime-texas
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/blog/illegal-immigrants-georgia-have-low-incarceration-rate
https://www.cato.org/blog/illegal-immigrants-georgia-have-low-incarceration-rate
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-reform-bulletin/criminal-immigrants-their-numbers-demographics-countries
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-reform-bulletin/criminal-immigrants-their-numbers-demographics-countries
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-reform-bulletin/criminal-immigrants-their-numbers-demographics-countries
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/their-numbers-demographics-countries-origin
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/their-numbers-demographics-countries-origin
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-2017-their-numbers-demographics
https://www.cato.org/publications/immigration-research-policy-brief/criminal-immigrants-2017-their-numbers-demographics
https://www.cato.org/publications/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-incarceration-rates-2010-2018-demographics-policy
https://www.cato.org/publications/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-incarceration-rates-2010-2018-demographics-policy
https://www.cato.org/publications/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-incarceration-rates-2010-2018-demographics-policy
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1745-9125.12175
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1745-9125.12175
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.303884
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.303884
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.2014704117
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.2014704117
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.2014704117
https://faculty.lsu.edu/pfricklab/pdfs/juvenilejustice-pdfs/ml-2018-bersani-et-al-offending-histories-of-undocumented-immigrants.pdf
https://faculty.lsu.edu/pfricklab/pdfs/juvenilejustice-pdfs/ml-2018-bersani-et-al-offending-histories-of-undocumented-immigrants.pdf
https://benthamopen.com/contents/pdf/TOECONSJ/TOECONSJ-1-37.pdf
https://benthamopen.com/contents/pdf/TOECONSJ/TOECONSJ-1-37.pdf
https://benthamopen.com/contents/pdf/TOECONSJ/TOECONSJ-1-37.pdf
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/680935
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/680935
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/680935
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1745-9133.12085
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1745-9133.12085
https://www.cato.org/publications/working-paper/do-immigration-enforcement-programs-reduce-crime-evidence-287g-program
https://www.cato.org/publications/working-paper/do-immigration-enforcement-programs-reduce-crime-evidence-287g-program
https://www.cato.org/publications/working-paper/do-immigration-enforcement-programs-reduce-crime-evidence-287g-program
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.2014673117
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.2014673117
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/24751979.2020.1745662
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/24751979.2020.1745662
https://sociology.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/165/2018/01/2017SocComp-Providing-Sanctuary-or-Fostering-Crime-A-Review-of-the-Research-on-Sanctuary-Cities-and-Crime.pdf
https://sociology.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/165/2018/01/2017SocComp-Providing-Sanctuary-or-Fostering-Crime-A-Review-of-the-Research-on-Sanctuary-Cities-and-Crime.pdf
https://sociology.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/165/2018/01/2017SocComp-Providing-Sanctuary-or-Fostering-Crime-A-Review-of-the-Research-on-Sanctuary-Cities-and-Crime.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07418825.2017.1400577
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07418825.2017.1400577
https://www.congress.gov/118/meeting/house/116200/documents/HHRG-118-JU01-20230713-SD003.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/118/meeting/house/116200/documents/HHRG-118-JU01-20230713-SD003.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/118/meeting/house/116200/documents/HHRG-118-JU01-20230713-SD003.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/118/meeting/house/116200/documents/HHRG-118-JU01-20230713-SD003.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190937027.001.0001
http://doi.org/10.18128/D010.V6.0

Version 6.0,” University of Minnesota, 2015; this data
includes incarceration rates and characteristics of
immigrants incarcerated in the United States who were
between the ages of 18 and 54 for the years 2008-2014
(Figure 1).

16. Enrico A. Marcelli and David M. Heer, “The
Unauthorized Mexican Immigrant Population and Welfare
in Los Angeles County: A Comparative Statistical Analysis,”
Sociological Perspectives 41, no. 2 (1998): 279-302; Robert
Warren, “Democratizing Data About Unauthorized
Residents in the United States: Estimates and Public-

Use Data, 2010 to 2013,” Journal on Migration and Human
Security 2, no. 4 (2014): 305-28; and Pia M. Orrenius and
Madeline Zavodny, “Do State Work Eligibility Verification
Laws Reduce Unauthorized Immigration?,” IZA Journal of
Migration 5, no. 5 (2016): 1-17.

17. Christian Gunadi, “On the Association Between
Undocumented Immigration and Crime in the United
States,” Oxford Economic Papers 73, no. 1 (January 2021):
200-24; Bryan Baker, “Estimates of the Unauthorized
Immigrant Population Residing in the United States: January
2015-January 2018,” Population Estimates, Department of
Homeland Security, January 2021; Robert Warren, “2020
American Community Survey: Use with Caution, an Analysis
of the Undercount in the 2020 ACS Data Used to Derive
Estimates of the Undocumented Population,” Journal on
Migration and Human Security 10, no. 2 (2022): 134—45; and
Alex Nowrasteh, “Illegal Immigrant Murderers in Texas, 2013—
2022: Illegal Immigrant and Legal Immigrant Conviction and
Arrest Rates for Homicide and Other Crimes,” Cato Institute
Policy Analysis no. 977, June 26, 2024.

18. “State-Level Unauthorized Population and Eligible-to
Naturalized Estimates: Texas,” Center for Migration Studies,
2022; and Alex Nowrasteh, “Illegal Immigrant Murderers in
Texas, 2013—2022: Illegal Immigrant and Legal Immigrant
Conviction and Arrest Rates for Homicide and Other Crimes,”
Cato Institute Policy Analysis no. 977, June 26, 2024.

19. Justin Giovannelli and Rachel Schwab, “States Expand
Access to Affordable Private Coverage for Immigrant
Populations,” To the Point (blog), Commonwealth Fund,
February 8,2024.

20. Kristin F. Butcher and Anne Morrison Piehl, “The Role of
Deportation in the Incarceration of Immigrants,” in Issues in
the Economics of Immigration, ed. George ]. Borjas (University
of Chicago Press, 2000); and Kristin F. Butcher and Anne
Morrison Piehl, “Why Are Immigrants’ Incarceration Rates
So Low? Evidence on Selective Immigration, Deterrence,
and Deportation,” NBER Working Paper no. 13229, National
Bureau of Economic Research, July 2007.

12

21. American Community Survey, “Characteristics of the
Group Quarters Population by Group Quarters Type (3
Types),” US Census Bureau, Table S2602 5-Year Estimates,
2023.

22. Jeffrey S. Passel and D’Vera Cohn, “A Portrait of
Unauthorized Immigrants in the United States,” Pew
Hispanic Center, Pew Research Center, April 14, 2009.

23. American Community Survey, “Characteristics of the
Group Quarters Population by Group Quarters Type (3
Types),” US Census Bureau, Table S2602 5-Year Estimates,
2021.

24. Patrick A Langan and David P. Farrington, “Crime and
Justice in the United States and in England and Wales,
1981-1996,” Bureau of Justice Statistics, US Department of
Justice, October 1998.

25. “American Community Survey and Puerto Rico
Community Survey: 2021 Code List,” US Census Bureau,;
“2023 American Community Survey/Puerto Rico
Community Survey Group Quarters Definitions,” US Census
Bureau; and “Code Lists, Definitions, and Accuracy, 2023
Code Lists,” US Census Bureau.

26. US Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Fiscal Year
2023: U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, ICE Annual
Report (Department of Homeland Security, 2023), p. 17.

27. US Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Congressional
Budget Justification FY2018 (Department of Homeland
Security, 2017, p. 14; US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, Congressional Budget Justification FY 2020
(Department of Homeland Security, 2019), p. 6; Department
of Homeland Security, U.S. Department of Homeland

Security Annual Performance Report: Fiscal Years 2012—2014
(Department of Homeland Security, 2013), p. 7; and U.S.
Department of Homeland Security: Annual Performance Report
Fiscal Years 2011-2013 (Department of Homeland Security,
2014), p. 37.

28. The birth regions “Other Asia” and “Other” are excluded
because of the small number of individuals in each. The
“Native-Born Americans” columns in Tables 2, 3, and 4

may be confusing because they show the United States

and other countries of birth. Most Americans are born in
the United States, but there are small numbers of native-
born Americans born to American parent(s) overseas; these
children are considered to be citizens at birth through jus
sanguinis and are thus native-born Americans.

29. American Community Survey, “Place of Birth for the
Foreign-Born Population in the United States,” US Census


http://doi.org/10.18128/D010.V6.0
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.2307/1389478
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.2307/1389478
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.2307/1389478
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/233150241400200403
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/233150241400200403
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/233150241400200403
https://izajodm.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40176-016-0053-3
https://izajodm.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40176-016-0053-3
https://academic.oup.com/oep/article-abstract/73/1/200/5572162
https://academic.oup.com/oep/article-abstract/73/1/200/5572162
https://academic.oup.com/oep/article-abstract/73/1/200/5572162
https://ohss.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2023-12/unauthorized_immigrant_population_estimates_2015_-_2018.pdf
https://ohss.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2023-12/unauthorized_immigrant_population_estimates_2015_-_2018.pdf
https://ohss.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2023-12/unauthorized_immigrant_population_estimates_2015_-_2018.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/23315024221102327
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/23315024221102327
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/23315024221102327
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/23315024221102327
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://cmsny.org/research-and-policy/data/
https://cmsny.org/research-and-policy/data/
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.nber.org/system/files/chapters/c6060/c6060.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/chapters/c6060/c6060.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w13229/w13229.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w13229/w13229.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w13229/w13229.pdf
https://data.census.gov/table?q=S2602&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S2602
https://data.census.gov/table?q=S2602&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S2602
https://data.census.gov/table?q=S2602&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S2602
https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/reports/107.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/reports/107.pdf
https://data.census.gov/table?q=S2602&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S2602
https://data.census.gov/table?q=S2602&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S2602
https://data.census.gov/table?q=S2602&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S2602
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/cjusew8196.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/cjusew8196.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/cjusew8196.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/code_lists/2021_ACS_Code_Lists.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/code_lists/2021_ACS_Code_Lists.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/group_definitions/2023GQ_Definitions.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/group_definitions/2023GQ_Definitions.pdf
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/code-lists.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/code-lists.html
https://www.ice.gov/features/2023-year-review
https://www.ice.gov/features/2023-year-review
https://www.ice.gov/features/2023-year-review
https://www.dhs.gov/publication/congressional-budget-justification-fy-2018
https://www.dhs.gov/publication/congressional-budget-justification-fy-2018
https://www.dhs.gov/publication/congressional-budget-justification-fy-2020
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/DHS%20FY%202012-FY%202014%20Annual%20Performance%20Report.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/DHS%20FY%202012-FY%202014%20Annual%20Performance%20Report.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/cfo_apr_fy2011.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/cfo_apr_fy2011.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/cfo_apr_fy2011.pdf

Bureau, Table BO5006 5-Year Estimates, 2023.

30. “Processes for Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans, and
Venezuelans,” US Citizenship and Immigration Services,
July 17,2023; and David ]. Bier, “Parole Sponsorship Is a
Revolution in Immigration Policy,” Cato Institute Briefing
Paper no. 165, September 18, 2023.

31. Jeffrey S. Passel and D’Vera Cohn, “A Portrait of
Unauthorized Immigrants in the United States,” Pew
Hispanic Center, Pew Research Center, April 14, 2009.

32. “Immigration,” Gallup; and Francesco Fasani et al., Does
Immigration Increase Crime? Migration Policy and the Creation

of the Criminal Immigrant (Cambridge University Press,
2019), pp. 13-14.

33. Office of Inspector General, US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement’s Criminal Alien Program Faces Challenges
(Department of Homeland Security, February 18, 2020).

34. Alex Nowrasteh, “Illegal Immigrant Murderers in
Texas, 2013—2022: Illegal Immigrant and Legal Immigrant
Conviction and Arrest Rates for Homicide and Other
Crimes,” Cato Institute Policy Analysis no. 977, June 26,
2024; and Alex Nowrasteh, “Illegal Immigrants in Georgia
Have a Low Incarceration Rate,” Cato at Liberty (blog), Cato
Institute, January 6, 2025.

RELATED PUBLICATIONS FROM THE CATO INSTITUTE

Terrorism and Immigration: 50 Years of Foreign-Born Terrorism on US Soil, 1975-2024 by Alex

Nowrasteh, Policy Analysis no. 991 (March 10, 2025)

lllegal Inmigrant Murderers in Texas, 2013-2022 by Alex Nowrasteh, Policy Analysis no. 977 (June 26,

2024)

Terrorism and Immigration: A Risk Analysis, 1975-2023 by Alex Nowrasteh, Policy Analysis no. 972

(April 9, 2024)

Terrorism and Immigration: A Risk Analysis, 1975-2022 by Alex Nowrasteh, Policy Analysis no. 958

(August 22, 2023)

Espionage, Espionage-Related Crimes, and Immigration: A Risk Analysis, 1990-2019 by Alex

Nowrasteh, Policy Analysis no. 909 (February 9, 2021)

Terrorists by Inmigration Status and Nationality: A Risk Analysis, 1975-2017 by Alex Nowrasteh,

Policy Analysis no. 866 (May 7, 2019)

Extreme Vetting of Inmigrants: Estimating Terrorism Vetting Failures by David J. Bier, Policy

Analysis no. 838 (April 17, 2018)

Terrorism and Immigration: A Risk Analysis by Alex Nowrasteh, Policy Analysis no. 798 (September 13,

2016)

The Terrorism Risk Insurance Act: Time to End the Corporate Welfare by Robert J. Rhee, Policy

Analysis no. 736 (September 10, 2013)

13


https://www.cato.org/briefing-paper/parole-sponsorship-revolution-immigration-policy
https://www.cato.org/briefing-paper/parole-sponsorship-revolution-immigration-policy
https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/reports/107.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/reports/107.pdf
https://news.gallup.com/poll/1660/immigration.aspx
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108626286
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108626286
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108626286
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2020-02/OIG-20-13-Feb20.pdf
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2020-02/OIG-20-13-Feb20.pdf
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/blog/illegal-immigrants-georgia-have-low-incarceration-rate
https://www.cato.org/blog/illegal-immigrants-georgia-have-low-incarceration-rate
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/terrorism-immigration-50-years-foreign-born-terrorism-us-soil-1975-2024
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/terrorism-immigration-risk-analysis-1975-2023
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/terrorism-immigration
https://www.cato.org/publications/policy-analysis/espionage-espionage-related-crimes-immigration-risk-analysis-1990-2019
https://www.cato.org/publications/policy-analysis/terrorists-immigration-status-nationality-risk-analysis-1975-2017
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/extreme-vetting-immigrants-estimating-terrorism-vetting-failures
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/terrorism-immigration-risk-analysis
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/terrorism-risk-insurance-act-time-end-corporate-welfare

RECENT STUDIES IN THE
CATO INSTITUTE POLICY ANALYSIS SERIES

993.

992.

291.

990.

989.

988.

987.

985.

984.

983.

982.

981.

980.

979.

978.

Cutting School Food Subsidies by Chris Edwards (March 25, 2025)

The Budgetary Cost of the Inflation Reduction Act’s Energy Subsidies: IRA Energy Tax
Credits Could Cost $4.7 Trillion by 2050 by Travis Fisher and Joshua Loucks (March 11, 2025)

Terrorism and Immigration: 50 Years of Foreign-Born Terrorism on US Soil, 1975-2024 by
Alex Nowrasteh (March 10, 2025)

Corporate Welfare in the Federal Budget by Chris Edwards (March 4, 2025)

Congress Can’'t Outgrow or Inflate Away the Social Security Financing Problem by Romina
Boccia and Dominik Lett (February 12, 2025)

Subsidizing Transport: How Much Do Taxpayers Pay for Rail, Road, and Air Travel? by Marc
Joffe and Krit Chanwong (January 28, 2025)

A Comprehensive Evaluation of Policy Rate Feedback Rules by Jai Kedia and Norbert Michel
(January 14, 2025)

A Fiscal Agenda for the 119th Congress: The 2025 Fiscal Cliff Calls for Spending Restraint
by Romina Boccia and Dominik Lett (January 7, 2025)

Digital Trade Brings the World to Your Fingertips by Gabriella Beaumont-Smith (November 26,
2024)

The Social Security Trust Fund Myth: Social Security Is a Legal Ponzi Scheme by Romina
Boccia (November 13, 2024)

Why US Immigration Officials Should Allow “Digital Nomad” Admissions by Angelo A.
Paparelli, David J. Bier, Peter Choi, and Stephen Yale-Loehr (October 29, 2024)

Is There Life After NATO? by Marc Trachtenberg (October 22, 2024)

A Bigger Government Means Giving Up Almost Half Your Paycheck by Adam N. Michel
(October 10, 2024)

Reforming State and Local Economic Development Subsidies by Scott Lincicome, Marc
Joffe, and Krit Chanwong (September 19, 2024)

Broken Trust: The Pervasive Role of Deceit in American Policing by Andrew Eichen
(September 12, 2024)

Are Carbon Border Adjustments a Dream Climate Policy or Protectionist Nightmare? by
Gabriella Beaumont-Smith (July 30, 2024)


https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/cutting-school-food-subsidies
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/budgetary-cost-inflation-reduction-acts-energy-subsidies
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/budgetary-cost-inflation-reduction-acts-energy-subsidies
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/terrorism-immigration-50-years-foreign-born-terrorism-us-soil-1975-2024
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/corporate-welfare-federal-budget-0
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/congress-cant-outgrow-or-inflate-away-social-security-financing-problem
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/subsidizing-transport-how-much-do-taxpayers-pay-rail-road-air-travel
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/comprehensive-evaluation-policy-rate-feedback-rules
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/fiscal-agenda-119th-congress
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/digital-trade-brings-world-fingertips
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/social-security-trust-fund-myth
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/why-us-immigration-officials-should-allow-digital-nomad-admissions
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/there-life-after-nato
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/bigger-government-means-giving-almost-half-paycheck
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/reforming-state-local-economic-development-subsidies
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/broken-trust
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/are-carbon-border-adjustments-dream-climate-policy-or-protectionist-nightmare

977.

976.

975.

974.

973.

972.

971.

970.

969.

968.

967.

966.

965.

964.

963.

962.

961.

960.

lllegal Immigrant Murderers in Texas, 2013-2022: lllegal Immigrant and Legal Inmigrant
Conviction and Arrest Rates for Homicide and Other Crimes by Alex Nowrasteh (June 26,
2024)

Helping Families Navigate the Changing Education Landscape by Colleen Hroncich and Jamie
Buckland (June 25, 2024)

Slashing Tax Rates and Cutting Loopholes: Options for Tax Reform in the 119th Congress by
Adam N. Michel (June 17, 2024)

A Guide to Content Moderation for Policymakers by David Inserra (May 21, 2024)

A Case for Federal Deficit Reduction Spending Cuts to Avoid a Fiscal Crisis by Ryan Bourne
(April 18, 2024)

Terrorism and Immigration: A Risk Analysis, 1975-2023 by Alex Nowrasteh (April 9, 2024)

A Return to US Casualty Aversion: The 9/11 Wars as Aberrations by John Mueller (April 2,
2024)

Biden Short-Term Health Plans Rule Creates Gaps in Coverage: Rule Would Deny Care
After Patients Fall lll by Michael F. Cannon (March 14, 2024)

State Fiscal Health and Cost-Saving Strategies by Marc Joffe (February 20, 2024)

Bold International Tax Reforms to Counteract the OECD Global Tax by Adam N. Michel
(February 13, 2024)

Containing Medicaid Costs at the State Level by Marc Joffe and Krit Chanwong (February 6,
2024)

Curbing Federal Emergency Spending Government Spending Grows with Excessive and

Wasteful Emergency Designations by Romina Boccia and Dominik Lett (January 9, 2024)
Taiwan’'s Urgent Need for Asymmetric Defense by Eric Gomez (November 14, 2023)
Trade and Investment Are Not a Balancing Act by Norbert J. Michel (November 7, 2023)

Misperceptions of OPEC Capability and Behavior: Unmasking OPEC Theater by David Kemp
and Peter Van Doren (November 2, 2023)

Are Public School Libraries Accomplishing Their Mission? Public School Libraries Do Not
Appear to Stock a Balance of Views by Neal McCluskey (October 17, 2023)

Pariah or Partner? Reevaluating the US-Saudi Relationship by Jon Hoffman (September 20,
2023)

Expand Access to Methadone Treatment: Remove Barriers to Primary Care Practitioners

Prescribing Methadone by Jeffrey A. Singer and Sofia Hamilton (September 7, 2023)


https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-murderers-texas-2013-2022
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/helping-families-navigate-changing-education-landscape
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/slashing-tax-rates-cutting-loopholes
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/guide-content-moderation-policymakers
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/case-federal-deficit-reduction-spending-cuts-avoid-fiscal-crisis
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/return-us-casualty-aversion
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/biden-short-term-health-plans-rule-creates-gaps-coverage
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/biden-short-term-health-plans-rule-creates-gaps-coverage
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/state-fiscal-health-cost-saving-strategies
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/curbing-federal-emergency-spending-government-spending-grows-excessive-wasteful
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/curbing-federal-emergency-spending-government-spending-grows-excessive-wasteful
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/taiwans-urgent-need-asymmetric-defense
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/trade-investment-are-not-balancing-act
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/trade-investment-are-not-balancing-act
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/misperceptions-opec-capability-behavior
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/misperceptions-opec-capability-behavior
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/are-public-school-libraries-accomplishing-their-mission
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/are-public-school-libraries-accomplishing-their-mission
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/pariah-or-partner
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/expand-access-methadone-treatment

959.

Sweden During the Pandemic: Pariah or Paragon? by Johan Norberg (August 29, 2023)

958. Terrorism and Immigration: A Risk Analysis, 1975-2022 by Alex Nowrasteh (August 22,
2023)

957. Corking Russian Gas: Global Economic and Political Ramifications by Scott Semet
(August 17, 2023)

956. ALink Tax Won't Save the Newspaper Industry: The Journalism Competition and
Preservation Act Will Neither Promote Competition nor Preserve Newspapers by Paul
Matzko (August 14, 2023)

955. Freeing American Families: Reforms to Make Family Life Easier and More Affordable by
Vanessa Brown Calder and Chelsea Follett (August 10, 2023)

954. TaxExpenditures and Tax Reform by Chris Edwards (July 25, 2023)

953. 2022 Arms Sales Risk Index by Jordan Cohen and A. Trevor Thrall (July 18, 2023)

952. Adverse Effects of Automatic Cost-of-Living Adjustments to Entitlement and Other
Payments by John F. Early (June 22, 2023)

951. Indian Nationalism and the Historical Fantasy of a Golden Hindu Period by Swaminathan S.
Anklesaria Aiyar (June 21, 2023)

950. Why Legal Immigration Is Nearly Impossible: US Legal Inmigration Rules Explained by
David J. Bier (June 13, 2023)

949. Global Inequality in Well-Being Has Decreased across Many Dimensions: Introducing the
Inequality of Human Progress Index by Chelsea Follett and Vincent Geloso (June 8, 2023)

948. The High Price of Buying American: The Harms of Domestic Content Mandates by James
Bacchus (June 6, 2023)

947. The Future of the WTO: Multilateral or Plurilateral? by James Bacchus (May 25, 2023)

946. Course Correction: Charting a More Effective Approach to US-China Trade by Clark
Packard and Scott Lincicome (May 9, 2023)

945. The Right to Financial Privacy: Crafting a Better Framework for Financial Privacy in the
Digital Age by Nicholas Anthony (May 2, 2023)

CITATION

Landgrave, Michelangelo, and Alex Nowrasteh. “Illegal Immigrant Incarceration Rates, 2010-2023:
Demographics of Incarcerated Immigrants,” Policy Analysis no. 994, Cato Institute, Washington, DC,

April 24,

INSTITUTE

2025.

The views expressed in this paper are those of the author(s) and should not be attributed to the Cato Institute, its directors,
its Partners, or any other person or organization. Nothing in this paper should be construed as an attempt to aid or hinder
the passage of any bill before Congress. Copyright © 2025 Cato Institute. This work by the Cato Institute is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.


https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-incarceration-rates-2010-2023
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/illegal-immigrant-incarceration-rates-2010-2023
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/sweden-during-pandemic
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/link-tax-wont-save-newspaper-industry
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/link-tax-wont-save-newspaper-industry
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/freeing-american-families
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/tax-expenditures-tax-reform
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/2022-arms-sales-risk-index
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/adverse-effects-automatic-cost-living-adjustments-entitlement-other-payments
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/adverse-effects-automatic-cost-living-adjustments-entitlement-other-payments
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/indian-nationalism-historical-fantasy-golden-hindu-period
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/why-legal-immigration-nearly-impossible
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/global-inequality-well-being-has-decreased-across-many-dimensions
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/global-inequality-well-being-has-decreased-across-many-dimensions
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/high-price-buying-american
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/future-wto
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/course-correction
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/revising-bank-secrecy-act-protect-privacy-deter-criminals
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/right-financial-privacy
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/right-financial-privacy

	_Hlk270323
	_Hlk536714989
	_Hlk536624557
	_Hlk34384844
	_Hlk34389004
	_Hlk34385039

