Opportunities persist in the era of social distancing

Cato Internships Go Virtual

ato’s internships have long been one of the Institute’s flagship pro-

grams, helping prepare the next generation of leaders for liberty. An inte-

gral part of this program is the John Russell Paslaqua Intern Seminar
Series. All Cato interns take part in more than 40 seminars with the Institute’s
scholars and policy analysts, covering the range of libertarian theory, history, and
Cato’s policy work.

With Cato on a work-from-home posture due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
summer 2020 intern class has also had to adapt, with the seminars going virtual
along with the rest of their intern experience. But that hasn’t stopped Cato from
providing an immersive educational experience of the highest quality.

“While it’s tough not to
have a material workplace or
coworkers to connect with
over lunch, my time with Cato
so far has offered a glimpse of
what a new normal might
look like. Though it might
lack the glamor of trips to
Capitol Hill and roundtables
on Think Tank Row, the sub-
stance of my work—the insightful research, the piercing inquiries, and the relent-

less commitment to pursuing truth in the policy space—remains as strong as
ever,” explains Ashley Hitchings, a rising sophomore pursuing economics and
data science at the University of Chicago who is interning with Cato’s
Herbert A. Stiefel Center for Trade Policy Studies.

“Although we’re all working from home, the scholars in my department still feel
very accessible to me,” explains Brandon Beyer, a third-year law student at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame who is interning with the Robert A. Levy Center for Constitution-
al Studies. “T have frequent calls, emails, and Zoom chats with them. The department
is also doing things like virtual happy hours to reconcile for some of the social aspects
of the internship program that are made more difficult by the remote setting.”

While much of the intern seminars remain focused on the usual curriculum, cur-
rentevents have also been a substantial part of the discussion. “The work of Cato dur-
ing the pandemic proves once again its emphasis on analyzing current relevant issues
affecting America and the rest of the world, as a large part of our seminar discussions
and assigned projects are related to policies resulting from the COVID-19 outbreak,”
according to Camila Goris, a master’s student in applied economics at the University
of Minnesota who is interning with Cato’s tax and budget policy team.

Cato’s internships provide crucial career opportunities, and admission is highly
competitive. Many of Cato’s own scholars began as Cato interns, and others have
gone on to lead impactful careers throughout the world of law, communications,
and policy work. Although the current class has been unable to join Cato’s team in
Washington as usual, Cato looks forward to welcoming them back as soon as possi-
ble and continuing to help with their bright future. B

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT CATO’S INTERNSHIP PROGRAM, INCLUDING HOW TO
APPLY, CAN BE FOUND AT INTERN.CATO.ORG.

Cato
News Notes

DELL AWARDED JOHN BATES
CLARK MEDAL

arvard’s Melissa Dell was awarded the

American Economic Association’s
prestigious John Bates Clark Medal for her
contribution to understanding the role that
states and other institutions play in eco-
nomic development. Among her work on
this topic was a Cato research brief, “Nation
Building through Foreign Intervention:
Evidence from Discontinuities in Military
Strategies,” authored in 2016 with Pablo
Querubin of New York University.

STUDENT DOCUMENTARIES
WIN PRIZES

ato scholars Michael F. Cannon and

Ilya Shapiro were featured in short
student documentaries for StudentCam,
C-SPAN’s annual national video documen-
tary competition for students. Shapiro
spoke about presidential power in first-prize
winner Overreach from the Oval Office by
10th-grade student Thomas McKenna.
Cannon appeared in third-prize recipient
Broken by 9th graders Allison Fan and
Evelyn Shue about America’s health care
system.

SAMPLES APPOINTED TO
FACEBOOK OVERSIGHT BOARD
ohn Samples, vice president at the

J Cato Institute, has been appointed to
Facebook’s new independent oversight and
review board, created to hear appeals on
content moderation issues. For more
details, see “Cato Takes the Lead in
Defending Free Speech Online,” page 14.
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