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Cato polls attitudes on welfare, work , and wealth

And the Survey Says . . . 

T he results are in for Cato�s 
2019 Welfare, Work, and 
Wealth National Survey, a 
project undertaken by Emily 

Ekins, the institute�s director of polling. In 
this survey, conducted in partnership with 
pollster YouGov, 1,700 American adults 
were asked for their perspectives on a range 
of economic and public policy issues.  

One notable result is the accelerated split 
between Democrats and Republicans on 
attitudes toward socialism. In 2016, Democ-
rats were about as favorable toward capital-
ism �58 percent	 as socialism �56 percent	. 
But after President Trump took office, 
Democrats became more favorable toward 
socialism. Today, 64 percent of Democrats 
have favorable opinions of socialism and 45 
percent are favorable to capitalism. Republi-
cans continue to have overwhelmingly 
favorable views of capitalism �77 percent	, 
while only 13 percent have favorable views of 
socialism. Overall, clear majorities of Amer-
icans have a favorable view of capitalism �59 
percent	 as well as an unfavorable view of 
socialism �also 59 percent	. 

Attitudes toward wealth redistribution 
also break down along partisan lines, with 
Democrats in favor �58 percent	, support 
among independents at 36 percent, and sup-
port among Republications at 15 percent.  

However, when put as a narrower and 
more concrete policy proposal, a majority of 
Americans �61 percent	 favor raising tax rates 
for families making more than $200,000 per 
year. And despite opposition to wealth re-
distribution in the abstract, a majority of 

Americans �55 percent	 describe the current 
distribution of wealth as �unjust.� Among 
age cohorts, those age 65 and older were the 
only group with a majority in favor of the cur-
rent distribution of wealth. 

Cato�s public opinion research provides 
a crucial and revealing guide to the nuances 
of public opinion, informing the institute�s 
scholars and others about the state of public 

opinion. Cato�s polls often reveal how the 
phrasing of  questions can elicit different 
answers. Often, for instance, Cato surveys 
reveal that proposed government pro-
grams are much more popular if respon-
dents are not told about costs. n 

 

THE 2019 WELFARE, WORK, AND WEALTH  
NATIONAL SURVEY CAN BE FOUND AT 
WWW.CATO.ORG.

Lecture. The 2019 lecture was delivered by 
Judge Thomas Hardiman of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Third Circuit. Hardi-
man, who is reputed to be a shortlist can-
didate for the Supreme Court, spoke about 

the history and importance of judicial in-
dependence, including how the English ex-
perience shaped the decisions of the 
Framers at the Constitutional Convention. 
This legacy is alive and well on the Roberts 
court according to Hardiman, and it plays 

a key role in the jurisprudence of Chief  
Justice John Roberts. n 

 

COPIES OF THE 2018–2019 CATO SUPREME 
COURT REVIEW CAN BE VIEWED AT 
WWW.CATO.ORG/SUPREME-COURT-REVIEW , 
ALONG WITH COMPLETE AUDIO AND VIDEO 
OF THE 2019 CONSTITUTION DAY SYMPOSIUM.
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