CRIMINAL JUSTICE

STATE LEGISLATORS SHOULD:

End the drug war by regulating narcotics in the same way that liquor is controlled;
Restrict drug sales to minors and arrest only those who pose a danger to others,
such as those driving under the influence;

Abolish plea bargaining, a procedure that prosecutors often use to coerce guilty
pleas from the innocent and too often results in unwarranted leniency for violent
offenders;

Reform the indigent criminal defense system by establishing vouchers that would
empower poor people to choose their own attorneys;

Stop the militarization of police tactics by keeping SWAT units away from routine
policing;

Rescind asset forfeiture policies that let police departments keep the assets they
seize in raids;

Justly compensate innocent people who were wrongfully prosecuted and
imprisoned.
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