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HE ANTHOLOGY YOU
Have to Admit It’s Getting
Better, edited by Terry L.
Anderson, could be
renamed The Skeptical Envi-
ronmentalist and Friends. It is largely an
effort, in the spirit of Julian Simon and
Bjorn Lomborg, to refute
excessive claims from
environmentalists.

YOU HAYE TO ADMIT IT'S
GETTING BETTER

sucker bet, really) with Paul Ehrlich
about future resource prices. The intro-
duction is wrapped up with a good,
short discussion of the basic issues of
resource scarcity.

Lomborg’s chapter comprises rough-
ly a quarter of the book. It opens with a
lengthy demonstration that it is his crit-
ics,and not Lomborg, who misstate the
data. He turns to a discussion of the
forces that lead to pessimism and then
concludes by replying explicitly to the
criticisms of his book that appeared in
Nature and Scientific American. The chap-
ter is well done, but readers need to first
be familiar with The Skepti-
cal Environmentalist and the
responses to that book.
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Indeed, Lomborg con-
tributes an important
chapter to the book with
his response to critics of
his 2001 lightning rod The
Skeptical Environmentalist.
But there is more to the
book than just that.

The book opens with
Anderson’s introduction,
which combines the standard
overviews of the contents with discus-
sion of the background. Thus, he begins
with a salute to Simon’s role in initiat-
ing criticism of environmental pes-
simism, and he concludes with a dis-
cussion of Simon’s famed wager (a
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Indur Goklany con-
tributes a chapter dis-
cussing the improvements
over time in measures of
well being involving food
supplies, life expectancy,
infant mortality, econom-
ic development, political
rights, and economic free-
dom. Similar improve-
ments are found in a development index
based on life expectancy, education,
and per-capita income.

Bruce Yandel, Maya Vijararaghavan,
and Madhusudan Bhattari offer a chap-
ter on the environmental Kuznets
curve. Simon Kuznets, a Nobel laureate,

observed that some measures of well
being decline in the early stages of
development but then they improve.
Studies suggest that this process applies
to environmental damage; the curve
then is a stylized representation of the
pattern. The article documents the real-
ity of that claim. A later chapter, by
Robert E. McCormack, contends that
the Kuznets curve also prevails with
greenhouse gas emissions.

B. Delworth Gardner contributes a
chapter that nicely summarizes the case
for free trade and against the attacks on
globalization. He notes, among other
points, that economic growth in devel-
oping nations typically stimulates envi-
ronmental quality improvement.

Seth W. Norton provides a chapter
that statistically evaluates the relation-
ship between economic performance
and the Index of Economic Freedom
produced by a consortium of libertari-
an groups headed by the Fraser Institute
and the Cato Institute. Norton prefaces
his discussion with a review of concerns
about the impacts of growth. While this
is far from the first discussion of this
topic, it is well done.

The book, like the other two Hoover
offerings discussed above, is worth
downloading. However, professors
interested in using it for a course should
probably use it only as a supplement to
other material.
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The latest issue of Economic Affairs focuses on lessons from privatisation,
with articles looking at how privatisation and deregulation in energy, tele-
coms, water and rail benefited consumers, shareholders and taxpayers. The
lessons are applied to proposals to privatise the UK postal service. In addi-
tion, there are articles on tax policy, freedom and constitutions and the
ECB's monetary policy together with columns and reviews.

1 Lessons from privatisation by David Parker

2 Further lessons from privatisation by Martin Ricketts

3 Privatisation of energy: was it necessary? by Nigel Essex

4 Water privatisation: too much regulation? by Colin Robinson

5 The UK railway privatisation: failing to succeed? by David Tyrrall
6 It's not too late to privatise Royal Mail by lan Senior

Other Atrticles:

Making up history: a comment on Pratten by E Roy
Wientraub, Reclaiming history: a reply to Wientraub
by Stephen Pratten, Rethinking tax policies: new
ideas from a dead economist by Kurt Wickman and
Christopher Lingle, Creating a constitutional order of
freedom in emerging market economies by James A
Dorn, and What monetary policy can do: the clarified
approach of the ECB by Dietrich Schonwitz and The
Morcambe Bay cockle pickers: market failure or govern-
ment disaster by John Meadowcroft and John
Blundell.

Successes and Failures in Regulating
and Deregulating Utilities

Evidence from the UK, Europe and the USA
Edited by Colin Robinson

Price $50.00 and FREE Airmail P&P
This book is the latest annual review of utility regulation and deregulation
and contains a series of chapters from leading practitioners in the field
which comment on the most significant and up-to-date developments. Two
viewpoints are presented on each issue: the first by a distinguished academ-
ic or industry expert and the second, a shorter comment, usually by the rel-
evant UK regulator. Together they show how
regulation and deregulation are evolving, and
highlight the successes which have been achieved
and the failures which must be overcome.
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The book will be of considerable value to practi-
tioners, policymakers and academics involved in
regulatory reform and regulatory economics. It
will also be of interest to anyone wishing to gain
an overview of international regulatory policies.

Introduction by Colin Robinson

1 The failure of good intentions: the collapse
of American telecommunications after six years
of deregulation by J. Gregory Sidak.

Chairman’'s comments by David Edmonds

2 Road networks: efficiency, externalities and consumer choice
by David Starkie. Chairman's comments by Leonard Waverman

3 The Enterprise Act: pluses and minuses for competition policy
by George Yarrow Chairman's comments by Sir Derek Morris

4 Ofcom and light touch regulation by Martin Cave

Chairman's comments by Irwin Stelzer

5 What to do about the railways? by Chris Nash

Chairman’s comments by Tom Winsor

6 Liberalising utility markets in the European Union

by Frits Bolkestein. Chairman's comments by Philip Fletcher
7 Measuring the success of postal regulators: best practice in postal
regulation by lan Senior. Chairman's comments by Graham Corbett
8 Can regulation address the investment problem? Example from aviation
by Doug Andrew. Chairman's comments by Andrew Sentence
9 Gas, electricity and the energy review by Colin Robinson
Chairman’s comments by Callum McCarthy
2004, Published in association with the LBS, 0-255 36560-8, 246pp

Other Recent Titles:

Unshackling Accountants by David Myddelton. Price $2250

Free Markets Under Siege by Richard A Epstein. Price $13.50

Climate Alarmism Reconsidered by Robert L. Bradley jr. Price $22.50
Corporate Governance by Elaine Sternberg. Price $22.50

Pricing Our Roads by Stephen Glaister and Daniel J Graham. Price $18.00
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