THE RIGHTS OF MAN

by Thomas Paine
(Part 2, Chapter 5)

Ways and Means of Improving
the Conditions of Europe, etc.

After all the above cases are provided for, there will still be a number of
families who, though not properly of the class of poor, yet find it difficult to give
education to their children, and such children, under such a case, would be in a
worse condition than if their parents were actually poor. A nation under a well
regulated government should permit none to remain uninstructed. It is monarchial
and aristocratical governments, only, that require ignorance for their support.

Suppose then four hundred thousand children to be in this condition, which is
a greater number than ought to be supposed. After the provisions already made,
the method will be:

To allow for each of those children ten shillings a year for the expense of
schooling, for six years each, which will give them six months schooling each
year, and half a crown a year for paper and spelling books.

The expense of this will be annually* 250,000 pounds.

*Public schools do not answer the general purpose of the poor. They are chiefly
in corporation-towns, from which the country towns and villages are excluded; or,
if admitted, the distance occasions a great loss of time. Education, to be useful
to the poor, should be on the spot; and the best method, | believe, to
accomplish this, is to enable the parents to pay the expense themselves
[through the tuition scholarship plan described above].
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