
Solidarity with Emilio Palacio 
 
We the undersigned, op-ed writers of the Ecuadorian press, wish to state the following in 
light of the ruling which has sentenced Emilio Palacio—editor of the editorial page of El 
Universo—to three years in prison: 
 

• The President of the Republic promoted the lawsuit publicly. This constituted 
the culmination of a series of affronts against the journalist now condemned, 
which included the expulsion from the Palace of Carondelet (the Government 
Palace) and frequent insults emitted during the President’s Saturday 
broadcasts. 

• The op-ed in which the public official who initiated the lawsuit is supposedly 
slandered was written after groups who sympathize with the government 
blocked the offices of El Universo newspaper. 

• Without necessarily backing the content of the op-ed, which provoked the 
lawsuit, the ruling leads us to believe that its real intention is to intimidate a 
free press. 

 
Thus, 
 

• We express our solidarity with Emilio Palacio in his right to exercise his 
freedom of speech.  

• We reject the pressure that political power has brought to bear over the courts 
to obtain rulings that contribute to silence the press. 

• And we note that the opinion sections are, since the earliest days of the press, 
an essential component of journalism, which should be valued, respected and 
promoted. 
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