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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. BOAZ: Good norning, or good afternoon, and wel cone
to the Cato Institute. |'mDavid Boaz. |'mthe Executive Vice
President here. And |I'm pleased to have so many of you here for
what | hope wll be a very interesting discussion. Qur forumis
"The 2000 El ection and the Politics of the Future.” And I
certainly hope that the latter topic will be nore pleasant than
t he former.

| heard Rush Linbaugh declare this week that this is
the nost inportant election of his lifetime. And | thought,
"More than Kennedy?" "Mre than Reagan?" "Mre than Cinton,
who seens to be the real architect of our current politics?" It
seens a dubi ous case to make. | guess it's the usual partisan
hype to fire up the base.

There are those of us who find it hard to get excited
about the choices in this particular election. | keep thinking
of the Louisiana race between David Duke and Edw n Edwards, when
t he best bunper sticker was the one that read "Vote for the
Crook. It's inmportant.” | kind of feel that way, with a
slightly different tw st.

In my nental file of ny activities of the past few

weeks, | thought of this event as three young editors of old
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magazi nes, although the magazines aren't equally old and the
editors aren't equally young. But, in any case, we certainly
have three relatively new editors of magazines with different
perspectives on the world. And | think that will nmake for an
interesting discussion. In general, of course, we would identify
t hese perspectives as liberal, libertarian and conservative, but
there are other distinctions, as well.

Wen | first started reading political magazines, | got
from National Review a sort of New York Catholic sense of life.
| thought The New Republic had sort of a Washi ngton Jew sh feel
toit; and | guess, with reason, | thought it had sort of a
California engineering sense of life, although nowthat it's
edited by an English Iit major who lives in Chio, that may be
changi ng.

MR. BEINART: No. We're going nore to the engineering.

(Laughter.)

MR BOAZ: As we can see.

W will hear fromour three panelists first; then we'll
invite your questions; and then you're all invited upstairs for
sandwi ches and continued discussion in the Wnter Garden. |1'm
going to introduce each of the panelists separately. W wll go
i n al phabetical order, so our first discussant will be Peter

Beinart, who is the Editor of The New Republic.
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Peter grew up in Canbridge, Mssachusetts, and attended
Yal e University, where |I understand he was the head of the
Li beral Party in the Political Union. So I guess he was bred in
the bone to edit a |iberal nagazine. He graduated fromYale with
distinction in history and political science. He won the Al pheus
and Henry Snowe Prize for Leadership and Academ c Excell ence, the
final award and thus | assune the best award presented at Yale's
gr aduat i on.

He won both Rhodes and Marshal |l Schol arships for
graduate study at Oxford University. He had to make a tough
choi ce and chose the Rhodes Schol arship, which he did after
spendi ng a sumrer at The New Republic. At Oxford, he wote for
The New Republic as well as for Newsweek and the Financial Tines.

After graduating from Oxford in 1995, he returned to
The New Republic as Managi ng Editor, becane Senior Editor, and
t hen, nost recently, becanme the Editor of The New Republi c,
obviously a very distinguished position. He's also a contributor
to Ti me Magazi ne.

Pet er.

PETER BEI NART,

EDI TOR, THE NEW REPUBLI C
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MR. BEI NART: Thank you. As you can see, |'ve had a
life perfect for liberal backlash. It you can grow up in
Canbri dge, Massachusetts, and be the head of the Liberal Party at
Yal e and not be a neo-conservative, you nust have a | ot of kind
of fortitude.

Il will start just with my inpressions fromlast night,
whi ch are no nore deep or considered than anybody else's. But it
strikes it that if George W Bush is the next President of the
United States, we'll | ook back to | ast night as the nonent when
he won it. | was frankly stunned by how bad Gore was. And |
think that the Gore canpai gn nmade an absol utely, absolutely
abysmal decision to try to make hi m seem soft and cuddly and
passive in the second debate.

Sonmeone in the Gore canpaign told nme ages and ages ago,
back seven or eight up and down cycles ago, that Gore is only
good when he has soneone or sonething to attack. And it seened
tome it's not a particularly sophisticated insight, but | think
it's really been borne out. And I think, unless they were seeing
polls that | didn't see in the last few days com ng out of this
weekend, | think they wildly and di sastrously overreacted to the
exaggerator spin com ng out of the first debate.

The reason the exaggerator spin which has been so
successful obviously is, first of all, it in a sense undoes

Li eberman. Because it returns this question of Cinton fatigue
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back to center stage, which is what the Gore canpai gn had
effectively gotten off center stage ever since the Denocratic
Convention, largely I think because of Liebernman.

But, even nore than that, | think the bigger problemis
that -- and again, this is not conplicated counter-intuitive
t hi nki ng, but Gore's advantage is that on nost of the issues that
peopl e say they care nost about, that he and the Denocrats have
t he advantage, (a); and (b) whatever you say about Al CGore, he
has a better command of the issues than George W Bush. It was
clear in the first debate that, in nost cases, he new CGore's
pl ans better than -- I'msorry -- he knew Bush's plans better
t han Bush did. He probably knows Bush's record in Texas better
t han Bush did.

By trying to avoid at all costs these gaffs, which
means not tal ki ng about specifics, it seens to ne the Core
canpai gn has entirely, entirely erased their advantage. And |
fundanmental ly don't believe that Al Gore has to be liked by the
Anerican people to win this election. Wre the econonmy not so
great and were prescription drugs, Social Security, education,
and Medi care not the biggest issues on people's mnds, naybe he
would. But | think all you have to do is go back to the 1988
canpaign; with these kind of structural factors going his way, |

don't see why they think that Gore needs to be | oved.
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It seens to nme, ny advice to themnow, and it woul d
have been ny advice to them a couple of weeks ago, would be to go
very, very negative; to be very, very tough. And | think it's
not only good politics for Al Gore to do that; the fundanental
reality is he's facing a guy who nost people still know a | ot
| ess about than they do about him and that gives himevery
opportunity to raise Bush's negatives. |It's what George Bush did
agai nst M chael Dukakis in 1988 very effectively. | think if
they don't go very, very hard and very, very tough after Texas,
agai nst Texas in the next couple of weeks, | think they will be
even nore crazy than | think they are now

And | woul d make one nore point about when | say they
shoul d be very, very tough and go very, very negative. | don't
consi der that an unfortunate thing for the norality of the
country. | generally tend to think that negative canpaigns are
better canpaigns. They tend to be nore substantive. They tend
to be nore honest.

| f you conpare how di shonest people are when they speak
about their opponents to how di shonest they are when they speak
about thensel ves, you actually see that -- | would take the
negative canpai gning nost of the time. And, in fact, nost of
CGore's attacks agai nst Bush, except for these | ast couple of days
of bunmbling, "He's an idiot" kind of stuff, are basically fairly

substantive. | mean, they have been fairly substantive attacks
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on his progranms, and now they will be fairly substantive attacks
on his record in Texas. It would not only be in Gore's interest
for himto go nuclear, |I think, in the next nonth, it would be in

the country's interest.

The second point | would nmake is about slightly |onger
term what happens after the election. WelIl, actually, let nme go
back and make one nore point before | go to ny thoughts about the
consequences of a Denocratic and a Republican victory.

The great nystery -- now, maybe it shows how insul ar we
are on the liberal side, that this is the way we perceive the
race, but the great question for ne and | think that many people
in our office have been puzzling about it, is the same question
that the political scientists have been puzzling about is: Wy
is the race so close, given the structural factors that -- given
CGore's structural advantages? Obviously, the fact that people
don't like Al Gore that nmuch plays into it, although he had
pretty nmuch erased that to a significant degree up until the |ast
week and the general question of kind of Clinton fatigue.

But | think the one factor that people haven't perhaps
focused enough attention on is the underlying strength of the
Republ i can Party, which was masked by the Perot candi daci es.
think that we can't forget that the reason Cinton won a | ot of
States that Denobcrats hadn't won in a long tinme in '92 and ' 96

was the bizarre interplay of that third candi date, who took
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nostly Republican votes and basically threw the politics of a | ot
of States hayw re.

That essentially masked the strength, the underlying
strength, even though many of the issues are going the Denocratic
Party's way, it masked the underlying strength that the
Republican Party still has nationally as the party which | stil
think is closer to the majority party. And what you' ve seen
wi thout Perot in this race and with the nost significant third
candi date obviously drawing from Gore is that, nost strikingly,
Gore is not able to conpete, or he's still down by a reasonable
margin, in alot of those States, particularly in the border
States in the South and the interior West, that Cinton won. And
| think this is part of the reason that Bush has been able to
keep it so cl ose.

On to kind of thoughts about post-Election Day. It
seens to nme that a loss is -- the Republicans are in worse shape
the day after a Bush | oss than the Denocrats are the day after a
Gore loss. | think the Denocrats' explanation for a Gore loss is
| ess traumatic. How do they explain the Gore | 0ss?

Qobviously, first of all, everybody hates Al Core.

Fine. That's explanation nunber one.
(Laughter.)
MR. BEI NART: That obviously is not a problenmatic

expl anation at all.
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The second explanation is, can we still hue to a
fiscally conservative position in a tinme of surplus, not a tine
of deficit? That is a sonmewhat nore problematic thing for them
to deal with. Because, obviously, what they will say is that
Gore swung -- perhaps because he was concerned about the base and
Nader -- he swung too far left, he proposed too nuch spendi ng and
he ran too far left in the weeks after the Convention.

That is a nore problematic argunent obviously for the
Denocrats to deal with, because it suggests that basically they
could only keep these lefty instincts in check while there was a
deficit. The mnute the deficit evaporated, they went back to
form But | think it's, again, it's not devastating. | think
that if you look at the Denocrats rising up fromthe grassroots,
nost of them are basically New Denocrats.

A lot of the people running for Congress are running to

Core's right, as nore centrist than Gore. | think the base of
the party really has been shifted by dinton. | don't think it
will be that hard for the Denbcrats to noderate back a little

nore in the direction of, say, Cinton's '96 canpai gn as opposed
to Gore's 2000 canpai gn

It seens to ne the biggest problemthe Denocrats have
is the hardest one to understand, because it's the nost
speculative. But | think it's one of the key things which has

happened in this race underneath the headlines. Wich is that
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the anti-globalization critique which, five years ago say, | ooked
like it was a critique that m ght conme more fromthe right than
fromthe left, is now overwhelmng a critique fromthe left. You
coul d see that this happened, first, |I think, with Seattle and
the protest against the IM-, and now you see in Nader's
denol i shment of Buchanan and the fact that Buchanan is actually
runni ng away and not even tal king about these trade issues as
much as he's tal king about social conservative issues.

There is a cultural phenonenon on the left that is
happening, that is very inportant, that can't be understood
purely in political terms. | don't think that the press has
really understood it. It has to do, | think, with the alienation
of a certain group of young people fromthe corporate
surroundi ngs in which they've growmn up. This is a factor that,
if the econony tanks, is going to becone a big, big problemfor
the Denocratic Party, it seenms to ne.

Because the activists, the people who have passion --

not the political consultants, but the people who you actually --

| nean, | think it may be a stretch, but, in some ways, the Nader
canpaign rem nds nme of the kind of -- not rem nds ne, because |
wasn't there but -- the kind of "Go clean for Gene" 1968

canpai gn. There was really sonething on coll ege canpuses goi ng

on, and the Denocratic Party needs these people.
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And if the Denocratic Party is going to be a pro-free

trade, essentially pro-corporate party, particularly in

international affairs, and these people continue to swell in
their ranks -- which they certainly will do if the econony
tanks -- | think that's a long-term big problemfor the
Denocrats. | think that's their biggest problem But | stil

think the problens pale conpared to the Republicans.

The Republicans' problens are, if they run with this
much nore popul ar candi date and |lose, it seens to ne -- and Rich
and | have a kind of a running debate about this, which I'm not
al ways sure | get the better of, so maybe | shouldn't bring it
up -- but it seenms to ne that if the Republicans do |lose this
race, the voices in the Party associated, obviously, with MCain,
who say the Party can never again run a candidate with a big
across-the-board inconme tax cut, essentially win the day. |
don't see how t he Republicans run anot her candi date who proposes
the kind of Reagan-style, across-the-board tax cut.

And there will also be, | think, slightly |less strong
but al so strong, voices saying that the Party needs to noderate
even nore the social issues. | nean, for goodness sake, Bush
never tal ks about them He underplays them as nuch as possi bl e.
But | think there will be increasing pressure to go even further.

And those two things, it seens to nme, create a bigger

probl em for the Republicans. Since, it seens to ne, if you pul
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at those two planks in the Party, post-Cold War -- and everybody
knows this, but after you don't have conmuni sm anynore, you don't
have crine and welfare in the sane way -- it seens to ne the
Republican Party has a big, big hole at its center. And | think
t hat whether the Party could run soneone who ran |ike MCain did,
basically conpletely ignoring the social issues and not running
on a tax cut, and keep the Christian R ght and the other
conservatives in check the way Bush did this year, it seens to ne
hard to i magi ne.

And I'Il just close with the kind of nobst outrageous
scenario | can imagine in kind of the next, say, five years.
Which is that Gore wins, the GOP responds by abandoni ng either
the tax cut and/or the anti-abortion plank, the econony tanks.

So basically what you have, | think, is you have deep

di ssatisfaction on the Republican right, and the econony tanks.
| think then you have perhaps equally very, very serious

di ssatisfaction on the Denocratic |eft.

You essentially have party elites, political
consultants, who are very, very disliked and out of touch by
their party bases. The Republican Party, at its base, is still a
socially conservative tax cut party. The Denocratic Party, at
its base, is very much an anti-globalization party. I1f those two
t hi ngs happens, Gore wins and the econony tanks, | think it's

possi bl e you throw up the deck and the whol e partisan
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i deol ogi cally alignment gets scranbled, and you end up seeing --
not inmedi ately but over tinme -- essentially the Al CGores and
CGeorge W Bushes of the world in the sane party, with the

anti -globalization |l eft on one side and the national sociali st
conservative right on the other.

And as | was thinking on ny way over here, | actually
think that that may very well place all three of us on the sane
side, as well; in which case you'll need sone new panelists next
time around.

Thank you.

(Laughter.)

MR. BOAZ: That's probably what the Buchanan people
woul d say. We have three, nore or |less, Ivy League-educated,
elitist editors up here, and we shoul d have sonebody fromthe --

MALE VO CE: Let ne point out less so. |'mweighing
down with [ess.

MR, BOAZ: Rutgers.

MALE VO CE: | think Peter is the nore and we're the
less, on this side of the table here.

(Laughter.)

MR. BOAZ: Neverthel ess, thank you, Peter.

Qur next panelist will be NNck Gllespie, who is the
Edi tor of Reason Magazine. He joined the staff of Reason as an

Assistant Editor in 1993. He served as Senior Editor and
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Executive Editor, and then becane Editor-in-Chief in January of
this year. Along the way, he got a Ph.D. in Anerican literature
fromthe State University of New York at Buffalo. H's work has
appeared in all the major newspapers, along with Slate, Sal on and
the Ut ney Reader.

He is also a featured contributor to the satiric Wb
site, Suck.com which I think Joe Lieberman wants to ban, and has
contributed commentaries to National Public Radio which, conme to
think of it, I think I want to ban.

Reason is actually doing sonething fascinating. It has
beconme a virtual negazine, as | understand it. The Editor is in
Mam , Ohio; the Managing Editor is in Los Angeles; the Art
Director is in Phoenix; the Chief Guru is in Dallas; and there
are senior editors in New York and Washington. And | don't see
how it works, but apparently it does. You can check it out for
yourself if you catch one of the remai ning few copies out there.

Nick GIlespie.

NI CK G LLESPI E,

EDI TOR- | N- CHI EF, REASON

MR 4 LLESPI E: Thanks.

MR. BOAZ: W have a high-tech presentation for you.
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MR. G LLESPIE: Yes, we do. This is the |egacy of, |
guess, Reason, being, to the extent that it has any physical
| ocation, not too far from Cal Tech.

MALE VOCE: | feel like I'"min an Austin Powers novie
with this screen.

(Laughter.)

MR. G LLESPIE: Just wait until | start making ny
demands.

(Laughter.)

MR. G LLESPIE: Reason, | think, unlike National Review
or The New Republic, really doesn't function as a proxy for the
Denocratic Party or the Republican Party. And, as a result --

MALE VO CE: Quch.

MR. G LLESPIE: Believe nme, "proxy" is kind of a nice
wor d.

But, in any case, as a result, | don't really have a

nag in this horse race. To nme, and | think | speak for nobst of

the staff of Reason, the tragedy is not either that Gore will wn
and Bush will lose or Bush will win and Gore will |ose, but that
one of themw Il actually win conme Novenber.

(Laughter.)
MR. G LLESPIE: And in keeping with that, ny comments
are going to be alittle bit nore neta than Peter's were, because

we don't play the partisan politics gane in the sane way that |

ARTI Transcripts
(202) 347-0030 and wwwe.artitranscripts.com



17

think either of ny colleagues do. And |I'd like to structure ny
brief comrents today regarding the 2000 el ection and the politics
of the future around a set of related questions. Wich is,
effectively, or essentially, why is the country so uninterested
in the | oom ng national election?

| nean, we're voting for a President, Congress,
et cetera, in a supposedly watershed event and nobody really
seens to care. Wy don't we care nore about who gets el ected
Presi dent, Senator, Representative, dog catcher, what have you?
Wiy are we so bl ase and so di sengaged from partisan politics and
t hat nost direct marker of denocracy which is voting?

The answers to such queries, | think, tell the
direction of which the politics of the future -- and it's a vague
phrase and | don't expect to nake it any clearer during the
course of ny remarks -- but the direction in which these things
are headed. And | want to start out, using nmy slide show here,
wi th a snapshot fromthe Canpaign 2000 trail that | think really
kind of gets at the core of how Anericans are interfacing with

this particular canpaign

This, as | assune sone of you will recognize -- |'m not
sure | do anynore -- this, as | assunme sone of you wll
recogni ze, is Breughel's "The Fall of lcarus.” For ne, this is

pretty much sunmng up how | think Arerica is view ng the 2000

el ection. You can see in the foreground various figures going
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about doing their everyday business. W have a farner, a
shepherd, a guy fishing down here. And in the side ground here,
if you can see, you can see the legs of Icarus just kind of

ki cki ng around, before he finally drowns and goes down for the
third time. lcarus, in this scenario, is the politician. It's
the political class. Essentially, we have a nonunmental event
going on, but it's just sonething that, really, people don't care
about .

The nost visible indication of the fact that people
don't care are the TV ratings for the first presidential debate,
whi ch were weak. They were about 46.6 mllion people that
wat ched t he debate on COctober 3rd, which was about .5 mllion
nore than watched the first debate between Bill Cdinton and Bob
Dole. And that was in a race that had a foregone concl usion.

The race was over at |east 15 m nutes before Bob Dol e even
announced for presidency, rmuch | ess after he went through the
rigmarol e of things |ike that.

There are other indications that people are just not
interested at all in this canpaign in any substantive way. The
| atest voter involvenent poll, taken Cctober 8th by the Vanishing
Voter Project of Harvard' s Kennedy School of Governnment, found
that just 37 percent of Anericans, or of respondents -- and these
respondents are eligible voters -- paid either a great deal of

attention or quite a bit of attention to the presidential race,
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while fully 63 percent clained to pay just sonme, only a little,
or no attention at all to the canpai gn.

The attitude underlying such nunbers is likely to
translate into a very weak showing in the polls later in
Novenber. Earlier this week, | spoke with Curtis Gans, who is
the head of a thing called the Cormittee for the Study of the
Anmerican Electorate. |It's a nonprofit group that tracks voter
partici pation and engagenent with issues. And Gans assured ne
that the decline in presidential debates is part of a 40-year
tread. Essentially, he told ne, that since the first
Kennedy- N xon debate, it has been all downhill.

There have been sone slight upticks. You can see in
this chart, in 1980 Reagan and Carter pulled sone viewers to the
TV. And the first debate between Bush, Perot and dinton did.
Al t hough that one even had low ratings relative to past debates.

These trends thensel ves, the | ack of engagenent with
the issues, the lack of interest in debates, translating into a
| oner voter turnout, is also part of a | ong-observed politica
trend. A lot of political scientists say that. Going back to
1900, we've seen declining voter turnout. That's sonewhat
arguable for a variety of reasons | won't get into, but everybody
agrees that, since 1960, essentially, with a few m nor

interruptions, there just has not been nuch of a voter turnout.
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Now, |let ne ask: \Wat are we to nmake of this? Wat
are we to nmake of this mass evacuation, essentially, from
partisan politics, fromelectoral politics? The typical reading
of these trends is that they represent the slow dissolution not
sinply of denocracy but of decent society in Anerica itself. As
Political Scientist Robert Putnam has put it in his recent book,
"Bowing Alone," and I quote fromhim "Declining electoral
participation is nmerely the nost visible synptom of a broader
di sengagenent fromcommunity life. Like a fever," says Putnam --
or, perhaps nore accurately, scolds Putnam-- "el ectoral
abstention is even nore inportant as a sign of deeper trouble in
the body politic than as a nmalady itself."

He cites anti-governnent antipathy, the
prof essional i zation of politics and, of course, that all-purpose
whi ppi ng boy television as contributing causes for the decline.
And this is basically Gans' argunent, as well, and virtually
anybody who actually tracks voter interest and turnout in
politics.

| want to suggest a different interpretation of our
mani fest lack of interest in politics, one that doesn't carry
with it an explicit or inplicit condemation of what | would
argue are relatively free individuals choosing to live their

l[ives in ways that may or may not conport with a particul ar
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political scientist's vision of the virtuous Iife. Mre to the
point, it's one that interprets the data that we see on its face.

Peopl e participate less in politics for the sanme reason
they don't bow in | eagues anynore -- to use Putnam s phrase --
or the way that they get married. People get nmarried in a
different way than they used to. They don't make di nner at hone
the way they used to. They don't, if you' re a man, wear bl ue
suits with white shirts and red ties the way they used to. The
reasons for this is not because we can't do these things, but
because we don't want to and we don't have to anynore. W have
nore options. CQur flesh is not weak in this case; it's just not
willing.

The center of gravity in nost American's |ives has
shifted away frompartisan politics and into other, nore
gratifying areas of activity, areas in which individuals have far
greater hopes for gaining satisfaction, creating neaning and
value in their lives. Over the past few decades, the npst
inmportant trend in Anerican life, | would argue, has been the
ever-increasing proliferation of options, of choices, of
identities in everyday |ife. Throughout American society, there
is a vastly greater acceptance of a wider variety of doing things
than there was 20 years ago, 30 years ago, 40 years ago.

| f there has been sonething over that same tine period,

a slight turn away froma kind of command-and-control, top-down
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nodel of government and governance, there has been sonething nore
i ke a whol e-scal e deregul ation in social and cultural spheres.
Virtually anything goes these days. And I'msure I'll have sone
di sagreenment with ny panelists in saying that, by and | arge, |
think that's a good thing.

But one thing that it does is that it makes it
increasingly difficult for all sorts of experts to assert
authority and control over individuals. The politician
certainly, the doctor, the priest, the professor, even the
st ockbroker. They have a weaker and weaker hold over the public
m nd, over the public behavior. Culture and, with it, politics
are rapidly and gloriously, | would argue, noving beyond any ki nd
of control in an old sense.

The proliferation of choices has happened for a | ot of
reasons. W're richer, for one. And | think the rich anong us
will certainly point out that they Iike to have things done their
way, not sonebody else's. W're nore educated. Educated people
tend to get uppity, as well. Technology has nade all sorts of
t hi ngs possible that were just virtually inconceivable only a
generation or two ago.

The bottomis that, for nost people, it's easier to get
what you want when you want it or to live your life on sonething

approaching your own terns than it use to be. Sinply put, there
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are nore ways of being in the world and there is nore acceptance
of variety, of difference.

This vast increase in choice is perhaps nost obvious in
t he econom c marketplace. And let nme use a sonewhat trivial
exanple to stand in for a larger trend. Ten years ago roughly,
the typical supernmarket store stocked about 14,000 different
items. Wthin a decade's tinme, that had jacked up to over 20,000
itenms. Not a bad range of choices, but of course it's puny
conpared to what bigger stores are offering all the tinme and at
greater and greater discounts. W take such nassive
proliferation for granted. It was only |less than a decade ago
t hat book superstores transforned the commerci al | andscape for
books, nusic, videos, CDs. W're used to stores now that stock
hundreds of thousands of titles and Wb sites that stock mllions
nor e.

The proliferation of choice extends, of course, and
nore inportantly, beyond just economic matters. It extends into
schooling, for instance, where nore and nore parents are noving
their children into traditional private schools. Public and
private voucher prograns and charter schools, all of which
mai ntai n sone el enment of choice to them that was previously
| acki ng for nost Anericans.

The proliferation of choice extends into our very ideas

of personal identity and ethnicity, where people are nore
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confortable with m xing and synthesis then they ever have been.
Interracial marriage rates, for instance, continue to clinb,
which I think is one indication of this. This proliferation of
choice extends to all sorts of other dinensions, as well -- to
relationships, certainly, to gender, to work, to lifestyle.
Everywhere, it seens, there are nore options and acceptance of
nore options.

Hi storically, such a state of affairs has had precious
little to do with governnment or with politics. |ndeed, the sort
of innovation and creative destruction that fuels such change is
typically resisted by governnment at all levels. To be sure, and
to differing degrees, politicians recognize that choice is
becom ng the preem nent value in American social life. That's
one of the reasons why both the Denbcrats and the Republicans
constantly pepper their rhetoric with the word "choice."

(Cel lul ar tel ephone rings.)

MR. G LLESPIE: This is one of the technologies that is
making Iife so much better for so many peopl e.

That's why both Republicans and Denocrats increasingly
cast thenselves as the party of choice and describe their
progranms in ternms of that choice. The Denocrats, nobst obviously,
with abortion: "It's a woman's right to choose.” But also
consider Al Gore's discussion of the way that he categorizes his

tuition tax credit for college. He talks about it in an odd way
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for a governnment plan, but he is -- he said this |last night, he
has said it before -- "Every famly should have the right to
chose to send their kid to college."” Choice conmes up in every
cont ext .

The GOP, of course, pushes choice on certain other
i ssues. Not abortion, but on school vouchers, Social Security
privatization. Bush is always quick to tal k about how young
peopl e shoul d have the choice of investing their own noney for
their owmn retirenment. And in tax cuts in general, the Republican
rhetoric has been positively Libertarian in various ways, when
they tal k about tax cuts as returning noney to people so that you
can choose. You know how to choose to spend your noney for your
OWNn pur poses.

Such appeal s, however, such appeals to choice, | think
comng fromeither the Denocrats or the Republicans, are
ultimately i ncoherent and unconvincing at best. [|f anything,

t hey underscore each party's lack of commtnent to the principles
of choice wit large. For instance, if you happen to choose to
like violent entertai nnent, or what they call violent

entertai nnent, well, then you should be a pariah and you shoul d
be put out of business or regulated or hectored in sone way.

If you' re gay, both parties have cone to a peculiar, at
| east in the |ast couple of debates, a very peculiar

under st andi ng of choice and tol erance, where it seens to be okay
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for the States to pass gay marriage acts, but the Federa
Governnent, well, it's not a Federal issue. And, of course, the
peopl e running for President are only interested in Federal
issues. And, in fact, there is a Federal |aw that precludes a
full recognition of gay marriage. So there are gestures towards
choice, but the rug gets pulled out before you quite wal k through
the threshold there.

This lack of commtnent to choice, to truly letting
people live lives according to their own |ikes and according to
the dictates of their own pleasures and sensibilities, also
suggests why, | think, politics is unlikely to becone nore
central to the lives of everyday Americans anytinme soon.
Politics, as practiced by both the GOP and the Denocrats, are
nore about control and | ess and | ess about unfettered choi ce.

| nmust admit to m xed feelings, ultimately, about this
recognition; that, in fact, on the one hand, outside of the
political sphere we have a greater and greater sense of choice
becom ng preem nent, and the fact that politics are noving
further and further away fromthis, and, with that, |less and |ess
i nvol venent in politics, in electoral politics and party
politics. On the one hand, | find it quite appealing and
inspiring that, so to speak, to bring it back to the Breughel --
and | think we can always bring everything back to the

Breughel -- | find it incredibly appealing and attractive that
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nobody is paying attention while lcarus, the politician, is
sinking to the bottom of the ocean, that they're goi ng about
their lives and their business and they're doing things that are
inmportant to them | think that's very bracing and it's very
good.

On the other hand, however, as soneone who would Iike
to see the fundanental wi thering of the state, certainly a

reduction of the way in which the state inpinges on all sorts of

l[ifestyle issues -- and this | think the Republicans and
Denocrats are equally guilty of -- | would |ike to see that
wither away. | would like to see a state that tal ks about
foreign policy, as the two gents did last night, I would like to

see that w ther away.

"' mvery anbi val ent about this di sengagenent from
el ectoral politics. Such disengagenent and inmagi nati on provides
all sorts of opportunities for lcarus there to not really drown,
but rather to float back to the surface and swi mover to the
shore and start his new plans again for his next flight of fancy.
And | think that that is this tension, actually, between both a
worl d apart frompolitics, where people actually do things and
live their lives versus a world of politics, which is very much
agai nst the idea of choice in any real neaningful way, is the
tension that's reflected in Reason and | think in the

sensibilities that shape the nagazine.
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Let me stop there.

MR. BOAZ: Thank you N ck.

We can bring the lights back up and we'll have our
final speaker, Rich Lowy, the Editor of National Review.

Ri ch graduated fromthe University of Virginia, where
he studied English and history and edited a conservative nonthly
magazi ne, called the Virginia Advocate. He joined National
Review in 1992, after finishing second in a National Review young
witer's contest. And | can't help wondering who finished first,
but that's what is says on the bio.

MR LOARY: | tied for second, actually. That's the
story of ny life I'mafraid.

MR BOAZ: He then becane the Articles Editor, and then
noved to Washington in 1994, to cover Congress out of the
Washi ngt on Bureau. He was naned Editor of National Review in
1997. And he too, of course, wites for Reader's Digest, major
newspapers and ot her publications.

Rich Lowy.

Rl CHARD LOW\RY

EDI TOR, NATI ONAL REVI EW

MR. LOARY: Thanks, David, for your kind introduction.
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It's great to be here. It's great to be down in
Washi ngton. The National Review, of course, is based in New
York, which is, as you probably know, a much different
envi ronnent than the one here in Washington. First of all
everyone dresses |ike N ck up there.

(Laughter.)

MR, LOARY: And |I'm always rem nded of what an
interesting place New York is, because the offices of Nationa
Review in Manhattan are actually | ocated directly above the
headquarters of a rap recording studio, called Loud Records.

It's very aptly named. Because when they do their thing down

there, our floors will actually shake beneath our feet. And when
it's spring and summer, we'll open our windows and this
unm st akabl e odor will float up. And | regret to report that, on

a lot of days, National Review is produced in the haze of
mari j uana snoke, which | guess a good Cato Institute audi ence
shoul d be able to appreciate.

(Laughter.)

MR. LOARY: But | want to talk a little bit about
what's going on in practical politics to start, and then a little
bit of what | think the deeper issues that are at stake in our
politics. First of all, | think we have to rem nd ourselves that
no matter what happens next year, American politics is going to

get off to a great start. Because sonetine in January, Bill
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Clinton and Buddy are going to drag their sorry asses onto Marine
One and | eave.

And it doesn't matter where they're going. They can go
straight to the Dreamwrks Studio for all | care. They can go
down to Arkansas and run a savi ngs and | oan, whatever they want
to do, as long as they're gone, which will be just a trenendous
boon to Anerican politics. Because anyone who cares about the
maj esty of the office has to be distressed about the way Bil
Cinton has conducted hinself.

And it's not just that he soiled the office, it was the
way in which he didit. W loosely talk of President Cinton
having an affair with Monica Lew nsky, but | think "affair” is
really much too charitable a word. An "affair,"” we can think of
JFK having an affair with Marilyn Monroe, and this would be
sonet hing kind of nysterious. It would be glanorous. For the
guys in the audience, it mght even provoke some envy.

But, in contrast, Bill Cinton really had romantic
noves on par with the average high school sophonore. Wen he
| eaves the White House, sonmeone has to check under the bed for
the Pl ayboys and clear themout there. But one of the nost
important |legacies of Bill Cdinton will be his political |egacy,
where he, either through shrewd tactics or surrender, or sone

conbi nation thereof, he has taken a | ot of issues off the table

ARTI Transcripts
(202) 347-0030 and wwwe.artitranscripts.com



31

for conservatives and Republicans that were very effective for 30
years: crime, welfare.

He has just elimnated a |lot of the Denocrats
vul nerability on cultural issues, and, in this post-deficit
political environnent, nade Anerican politics safe for big
spending again. And | think the thing that is really delightful
and beautiful about Al Gore is that he appears ready to kick this
| egacy away, which is just a great thing for Republicans and
conservati ves.

And what can you say about Al Gore? | nean,
fundanental ly, he's Adlai Stevenson without the charm He's
M chael Dukakis without the lively sense of fun. Everything he
does is just so obvious and clumsy. M favorite exanple of this
was, about a year ago -- the Gore people were always trying to
knock down the idea that Gore is boring. So they trotted out
Ti pper to tell the world that Al Gore sleeps in the nude. And,
for me, this was really nost unwel cone news, probably the worst
news since we |earned that Bob Dole was on Viagra. And | was
hoping it would be the |Iow point in Anerican politics.

But, then, |lo and behold, there was the kiss at the
Denocrati ¢ Conventi on, which, gee, nmaybe |I'mjust a squeani sh
guy, but I'munconfortable when people do that in the back of
novi e theaters, let alone in front of mllions of people. And

everyone said it denonstrated his passion for his wfe. For ne
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it denonstrated his |ack of consideration for others. But it
wor ked. And it has taken the Bush canpaign a while to react and
adj ust to the post-Convention A Core.

Now, let ne stipulate, lest | appear too nuch a
partisan proxy, as sone mght termit, that George Bush is by no
nmeans ny ideal candidate. Just to put it charitably, he has have
a very steep learning curve in this election. 1In the early
debates, in the early primary debates, he pioneered a fascinating
forensic technique, which was the one word answer in debates.
They would ask him "Governor, is there enough surplus to pay for
your tax cuts?" He would say "Yes." And Brian WIlians or
whoever it was would ook a little puzzled and say, "Wll, would
you like to el aborate?"” He would say, "No."

(Laughter.)

MR. LOARY: And in the early debates -- we should get
t he Breughel back up -- because he | ooked a lot Iike Icarus
drowning there. So he's not the nost sterling candidate, by any
nmeans. The GOP Convention | thought was nauseating. Wen | |eft
with ny coll eagues from Phil adel phia, we all had this

overwhel m ng urge just to at | east | eave one child behind. Just

one.
(Laughter.)
MR LOARY: And, of course, Bush has continued the
ongoi ng Republican surrender on spending. |If you | ook at
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Congress and how much they're spendi ng and how nuch they're
tal ki ng about | ock boxes at the sane tine, it remnds ne of a
remark by Bal zac, who said, "The national budget is not a safe
deposit box, it's a spray can,” which is certainly the situation
here i n Washi ngt on.

But what has happened is that Bush has adjusted the
post - conventi on Gore, because, for the |longest tine, the Bush
canpai gn was focused on linking Gore to dinton. And this was
i nherently inplausible, | thought, because they're such different
people in so many different ways and you could find any exanple
of this.

One of ny favorites is | just read the David Maraniss
bi ography of Gore. And he was on the football teamin high
school. And the team had an awful |osing streak that distressed
Gore. So he showed up one Saturday norning at his coach's
doorstep to tattle on his teammtes for snoking and drinking and
breaking the rules. And there's just no way you can inmagi ne Bil
Clinton doing that. He would be naking it with the cheerl eaders
if he was on a football team So this was inherently
i npl ausi bl e.

So what the Bush peopl e have done now is they have
said: You know what? Core is not like Cinton. He's a liberal.
He is nore liberal than Bill Cinton. And this nessage, over the

| ast nonth, has begun to take. And what we saw | ast ni ght was Al
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Gore not just terrified of being hinself, because he's such an
ass, but he is also terrified of being identified as too |iberal.

And that's why we had the extraordinary statenent from
Al Gore that he wants to shrink the size of government. Now I
woul d no sooner believe that that schoolgirl is still standing in
a classroom somewhere than that Al Gore wants to shrink the size
of Government. But it's extrenely inportant that he feels
conpelled to say that. Because Bush's critique of himas an
ol d-style, big governnent |liberal has really begun to take.

And, with all due respect to Peter, the idea that the
i ssues favor the Denocrats is outdated now. If you | ook at the
Washi ngt on Post poll fromyesterday, Bush is tied on education.
He is tied on health care. He has a 10-point |ead on taxes. And
that's because he has begun to attack Gore as a liberal. And
it's a charge that is plausible and that people believe.

So that's where | think kind of the practical
day-to-day politics are at the nonent. | do think, though, that
there are deeper issues at stake in our politics and in our
culture. Everyone tends to say it's a quiescent tine. | don't
think it is necessarily. | think, in our politics and culture,
there is an effort afoot to create a new American man, a new
civilizational ideal. And every great country and great enpire

has its civilizational ideal
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Wth Britain, it was the solider and civil servant in
service of the Ctown. 1In the Soviet Union, it was t he new Sovi et
man, all about economcs. WlIl, we have an effort here to create
a new American nan.

VWat are the hall marks of the new Anerican man? He is
addicted to the bl andi shnents of the welfare state. He's content
to have decisions nmade for himby various judicial and regul atory
mandarins. And he is, generally, as sentinental and weepy as the
average eight-year-old girl. In short, | think he's Alan Al da
with a killer new prescription drug benefit. And I think it
behooves conservatives to resist with all our fiber the creation
of this new American man. And it neans focusing, | think, on
three areas, which | think are inplicated in one way or another
inthis election. And | will just go over themvery briefly.

One is tax cuts and property rights. The other is
sel f-governnent. And the other is traditional notions of
mascul i nity.

First, tax cuts. In the West, the battle for l|iberty
has al ways been intertwined with the fight for property rights
and the fight to limt the governnent's ability to take your
property; i.e., the governnent's ability to tax you. And this is
why tax cuts aren't just an econom c issue; they're a noral issue
and they're a freedomissue. And | think in this country we

tolerate tax rates that, by any reasonable standards, are
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confiscatory. There are all sorts of exanples of this. 'l
just tal k about one.

| have a friend who lives in Queens, New York. Her
nother is a widow. She worked her whole Iife as a school
teacher. Her |ate husband was a phil osophy professor. These
peopl e did not make a | ot of noney. They were both inmgrants,
she from Egypt, he cane from Guatenmal a. But through one of those
nodern Anmerican mracles, they saved up a mllion dollars. And
now she has to go through all sorts of contortions totry to give
this, bequeath this noney to her children.

The governnent wants to cone back, after a lifetinme of
taxes, and take half of a lifetime of work and worry, half of a
lifetime of toil and thrift. And that's not just bad econom cs;
| think that's arbitrary, it's inmoral, and it erodes the
foundations of our liberty. And | think it's just extrenely
i nportant that Bush, through his tax plan and through his Soci al
Security reform will marginally increase the sum of human
freedomin this country.

The other area that's extrenely inportant is
sel f -governnment. And we are w tnessing, nmake no m stake about
it, a slownotion crisis of self-governnent in this country. W
have trial |awers and regulators and activist judges conspiring
to overturn traditi ons of denocratic governance that have exi sted

for centuries in Anglo-Anerica, that were won through bl oodshed,
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t hrough revolutions and civil wars, and they are being frittered
away. And the battle this year over the future of the Suprene
Court is fundanentally about whether free and proud denocratic
people in Anmerica will continue to govern thensel ves.

Athird area that | think is inportant is masculinity.
| think there's a war on masculinity in this country. To
illustrate what | nean, | would like to go a little far afield
for a second. One of ny hobbies is reading an area call ed
evol utionary psychol ogy, where supposedly, by studying the early
man and primates, you can get hints about what forces helped to
form human nature. And this may be a dubious theory, but it's
i nteresting

Traditionally, it has been dom nated by |iberals who
get graduated degrees in anthropology and then go off to Africa
and col |l ect ape droppings for the rest of their lives. And these
peopl e, generally, they used to say that nonkeys are not viol ent
in any way. And this was an indication that violence in war is
entirely a product of patriarchal cultural

Now, this turns out now, upon further research, not to
be true. Monkeys, as you woul d expect, are violent bastards, who
have little mni-wars and fights all the tinme, except there's one
sort of special chinp. It's called the bonobo. And the bonobo
is quite remarkable. [It's nonviolent. They're vegetari an.

They're extrenely prom scuous. They will have sex at any tine.
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They're all bisexuals. And it's a matriarchal society, dom nated
by the fenmal e bonobos.

And the first tinme | read this, | really realized this
is the ideal |iberal society.

(Laughter.)

MR. LOARY: In fact, it's probably a pretty good
description of Brown University on any given day.

(Laughter.)

MR. LOARY: And there are liberals and femnists in
this country who want to make us all bonobos, fundanentally.

And we have a cultural that has soaked and bat hos and
sentinmentality, on par with pre-Revol utionary France. This
affects even Republicans, | regret to say. In '95 and '96, we
had Newt G ngrich routinely weeping at his desk during the
gover nnent shutdown fight. W had Bob Dol e crying, thinking
about Russell, Kansas. W had Jack Kenp crying, thinking about
Bob Dol e crying, thinking about Russell, Kansas.

And you want to look at this and say, "CQuys, please,
get a grip.”

(Laughter.)

[End Side A. Begin Side B.]

MR. LOARY: -- Bush can m st up with the best of them
And it may be that Dick Cheney is the last dry eye in American

politics. But | think there is a budding reaction against the
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sentinentality in our politics and in our culture. And | think
an indication of this was John MCain.

I n Washi ngton, we're al ways argui ng about the neaning
of John McCain. | think what was fundanental to his appeal, he
went up there in New Hanpshire and said, "Doggone it, |'m not
going to feel your pain and I'mnot going to bite my lip." And
that was extrenely refreshing. And if you want to understand
John McCain, don't think canpaign finance reform think Jesse
Ventura, and that tough, sort of manly, plain-spoken-ness.

And we tend in Anerican politics to divide people up
into Jeffersonians and Ham | tonians. MCain is sonething
different. He is a Jacksonian; which, in a brilliant article in
the National Interest a few nonths ago, Walter Russell Mead
argued that this is an inportant and under - appreciated tradition
in American politics.

It's associated with the Scotch-Irish heritage in this
country. The Scotch-Irish, of course, settled the Frontier in
Anmerica. Their slogan m ght have been "W canme, we saw, we
killed and mai ned."” They gleefully w ped out the Indians. They
eagerly participated in all American wars. And the Jacksoni an
tradition, it's anti-elitist, it's concerned with self-reliance.
It's alittle blood thirsty. [It's extrenely patriotic, and it's

t ough.
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And what | |iked about Bush's perfornance |ast night
was that every time he said, "The mlitary is just for fighting

and winning wars," every tine he kind of nerrily tal ked about
arresting people and executing them he was tapping into this
tradition, which | think is extrenely attractive and it's
associated with the sterner, nore manly virtues, of duty and
sacrifice that | think are inherently resistant to the nanny
state.

So, anyway, | think if conservatives stayed focused on
freedom and property rights, self-governnent and defendi ng
traditional notions of masculinity, we can resist the creation of
t he new Anerican man and just maybe preserve the old one, who
t hi nk was doing just fine.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BOAZ: Thank you, Rich. Wen | read Nationa
Review, |'ve often wondered what they were snoking.

(Laughter.)

MR BOAZ: Now | know.

Those of you who like to listen to journalists talk, |
shoul d just point out that we have anot her forum on Monday at

noon, and we have flyers outside, in which JimBovard w ||

di scuss, with his usual subtlety, the Cinton-Gore years, and Tim
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Noah, from Slate, will offer something of a different perspective
on the Cinton-Core years.

At this point, | want to open it up to questions.
We'll bring a m crophone around so everybody can be heard. So,
any questions? Right here.

DR. MARSHALL: Dr. Joseph Marshall

| would like to bring the panel back to the politics of
the future, and ask you to prognosticate what's going to happen
in Congress in this respect: |If Bush is President, could he work
favorably with a Denocratic Congress as opposed to Gore worKking
with a Republican Congress?

MR. BOAZ: Anyone?

MALE VO CE: Well, | think Bush tal ks about this al
the tine, what a bipartisan guy he is. And | don't think it's
entirely spin. And he did have sone success doing it in Texas.
| think, tenperanentally, he is soneone who is better suited to
getting along with other people than Al Gore is. | nean, Peter
isright, Al Gore is fundanentally an attack politician, and he
doesn't feel truly hinself, it seens, unless he's red of tooth
and claw in politics. So | think Bush probably woul d be better
at working with a Denocratic Congress, but obviously it's a very
specul ati ve proposition.

MR. G LLESPIE: | think that, actually, ultimtely the

real question is, howw !l any given victor in the presidenti al
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canpai gn actually run the country in conjunction wth whoever
ends up winning Congress? And it's | think instructive to
consider how Cinton's relationship with the Republican Congress
pl ayed out

And in may ways, again, | would |like not see a state
that's as big as it is now, but Cinton, in many ways, ended
up -- | think, he certainly is not the President going out he was
coming in. And his plans, nost of his grandi ose plans, were
conpletely scotched. And at this point at |east, according to
Congr essi onal Budget O fice nunbers, Federal outlays as a
percentage of GDP are at the | owest they' ve been since about
1974. Now, the flip-side to that, of course, is that revenues
are at a 40-year high, as well.

But | actually worry nore about both -- or, ultimtely,
| think that both of these politicians, both presidential
candidates, will end up fundanmental |y bei ng noderated by whatever
Congress is there. And | would also tend to believe that if you

get a Republican House, a Republican Senate and a Republican

President, | think that's when real trouble will start actually.
MALE VO CE: | actually conpletely agree with the | ast
part. | actually think that, if were a Bush President, | would

be concerned not about ny relationships with the Denbcrats in

Congress but ny rel ationships with the Republicans in Congress.
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| would predict it will take about three seconds for there to be
deep Republican disillusionnent with a George Bush presidency.

| think the Republicans have done an extraordi nary job,
t he conservatives have done an extraordinary job, in holding
their tongue, through the Convention, that | think R ch honestly
descri bed as, froma conservative point of view nauseating. And
| haven't really seen Bush's performance since the Conventi on,
froma conservative point of view, inprove very nuch. | think
that the disillusionnent that conservatives will feel, given how
much they sucked it up during this canpaign, | think it wll be
very, very strong. And nmy guess would be that the relationship
with the Republicans on Capitol H Il will be poor

MR. BOAZ: Right here?

MALE VO CE: Just a question to Dr. Gllespie. You
menti oned about Robert Putnam and the notion of civil society
and the issue of diversity. | agree with that very nuch. |
think that there are nore choices nowin a civic cultural, nore
t han before. However, there is a major exception which turns out
to be the major problem which is that, in political culture,
there is no diversity. |It's determned by two political parties.

| think that, to be nore consistent, if we could do
sonething nore in terns of increasing the nunber of political
parties for people to choose from R ght now, we tal k about

political apathy. And there are a |ot of independent voters out
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there; they are not very happy with either of the two parties.
And sonetinmes they are so unhappy with the two candi dates of the
two parties that they would like to vote for soneone el se, but

t hey have no other choices. And that's why | say, why do |
bother to watch the debate? And even when they watch, they get
angry even nore.

So | think that if we can have nore diversity, that can
i ncrease sonme of the solutions that we are tal king about. To
prove ny point even further, if you |look at the panelists here
today tal king about the presidential election in 2000, there is
no diversity, again. There are no mnorities. There are no
wonen. There are no Asians. There are no blacks. Even though
t hey constitute nore than half of the American popul ati on.

And secondly, this is ny second issue, in political
science, there is a field which is called voting choice theory.
And one of the nmmjor events noticed in the |ast 10 years studying
political behavior is that the American political voting system
is fundanmentally flawed. Right now, we have the plurality voting
system as opposed to an approval voting systemand a voter voting
system Sone of the candidates who end up w nning are not
necessarily the ones with the nost nunber of votes.

MR, BOAZ: Okay. W need a question

SPEAKER: As are sone other voting systens. M

recommendati on, however, is that if we can | ook at these two
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i ssues, one, the voting system the other one is the diversity of
political parties, that can increase sone of the things that we
are tal king about to increase the political apathy problem

MR. G LLESPIE: Let ne just respond to two things
quickly. One is that we were going to have a wonan on the panel,
but Rich said that he didn't want to be next to a woman, because
that woul d be a sign of pussing out.

(Laughter.)

MR G LLESPIE: And we're just not going to stand for
men who weep, as they did for nuch of nodern history until a
relatively recent period in tinme when a certain kind of
Ei senhower - -

MR. LOARY: Ei senhower - Cheney 2000, that's ny ticket.

(Laughter.)

MR. G LLESPIE: Wll, it's got ny vote at this point.

But the other thing is we're not going to have a
di versity of neaningful political parties in the U S There is a
pretty long track record of this. And for a variety of
structural reasons, that's not going to be the case. What nay
happen is, and it happens fromtine to tinme, is that there wll
al ways be two dom nant parties, and one of those may radically
alter fromthe common ground that the Republicans and Denocrats |

think tend to share.
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MR. LOARY: If | could just state sonething quickly on
this question about the relationship between societal choice and
non-voti ng which you raised and which was the center of Ed's
talk, which I think was interesting. | think one cautionary
note, obviously, to bring up is that the people in Anmerica who
have the nost choices, the people with the highest |evels of
education and the highest |levels of income, vote at very high
| evel s. They vote at basically the sane rate you find in Europe,
over 70 percent by and | arge.

It is the people in Anerica who have the | east choices,
who are | east affected by the societal trends, who vote at
incredibly lowrates. So |I think one needs to be a little nore
careful about the relationship between societal trends and
non-vot i ng.

MALE VO CE: Well, | think that there is a drop-off at
different income levels, but it's also that young people don't
vote. And, again, it's not because they can't -- you know,
col |l ege students don't vote very nuch -- it's that they don't
want to. | think, to go back to this question, one reason -- and
you actually raised the question -- of this race is tight,
et cetera. Wiy is it so tight, given all of CGore's positives?

It's that people really don't see a choice there.

People aren't going to watch this, because there is not a stark
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choi ce, once you're outside of, | think, the very narrow part of
the political spectrum

MR BOAZ: Yes, mm'anf

FEMALE VO CE: Wat kind of candidate, or pair of
candi dates, do you think would make people want to vote nore in
four or eight years?

MALE VO CE: God, | hope you're not asking ne.
really don't have any idea. Sonebody who would -- well, | was
going to say sonebody who would make ne tear up, but that's off
t he table.

(Laughter.)

MALE VO CE: Sonmebody who woul d sex ne up, but that
doesn't sound right either. So, you got ne.

Basi cal |l y, sonmebody who would actually take fully the
| ogic of choice and of |eaving people alone, not so that they can
beconme kind of Lee Harvey Oswal ds, going to bowing alleys by
t hensel ves, but rather |eave them alone so that they can carve
out, to kind of formvoluntary groups and pursue happi ness on
their owm ternms to the nmaxi num degree possi bl e.

MALE VO CE: Could I just agress -- address the
question of conservatives? "Agree," Freudian slip.

MR, BOAZ: Don't tell nme you're believing in Freud now.
That seens awful progressive.

(Laughter.)
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MALE VO CE: The question of Bush and conservatives and
whet her there's a choice in this election: |f Bush is el ected,
it's going to be excruciating for conservatives. | nean, we'l]l
be grinding our teeth every night. But the thing is he's going
to do, we hope, at least three big things that are inportant
strategically to the future of conservatives and people who want
tolimt governnment. And | get the vague idea that that's
sonmething you' re interested in.

One, we're not going to stop the spending spree in
Washi ngton unl ess we stop sending the noney here. And that's why
Bush's tax cut is so inportant. |It's the only way to sort of
have a break on spending in Washi ngton.

H s Social Security plan, and I wish it went further,
but it's extrenely inportant strategically. The nost inportant
denographic trend in American politics nowis the rise of nmass
i nvestment and the investor class. |If you get people invested in
the stock market, if you get them owning a piece of the rock, it
changes their attitudes towards governnent, and a whol e host of
issues, in anore limted government direction. So it's
extrenely inportant to create nore investors, which is exactly
what the Bush Social Security plan would do.

And then, finally, the Suprene Court: |If Gore is
el ected and appoints nore |iberal activist judges, that will be a

veto over a whole host of conservative social policies. It won't
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happen if CGore solidifies the |iberal hold over the Suprene
Court. So these are just -- | expect himto be weeping on Qprah
still, | expect himto be spending all sorts of nobney on new
education grants, but these are the three extrenely inportant
things that will at |east |et conservative politics in the
country have a future.

MR. BEINART: If | could just quickly respond. | think
your Social Security point is a good one. The other two | think
are kind of weak. | nean, it seens to ne, first of all, even you
i magi ned that Bush could get his tax cut plan, or sonme close
facsimle, it seens to ne, if we |earned anything from Reagan,
it's that there isn't necessarily a relationship between tax cuts
and spending. And, in fact, Bush has proposed spending |ots and
| ots of noney, as conservatives have found to their chagrin, even
whil e purposing this big tax cut. So, tax rates may go down; |
don't think it necessarily neans spending will go down.

Second of all, and I would recommend to you Andrew
Sullivan's TRB in this nost recent issue of The New Republic --
not the one you have but the one that cones out today. There is
not really nmuch evidence that Bush has any record of appointing
conservative judges. | nean, three of the four people who voted
in Texas on the abortion decision that got the conservatives in
Texas so up in arns were Bush appointees. It seens to ne

entirely plausible that you will have -- it seens to ne your best
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scenario is probably Sandra Day O Connors and Ant hony Kennedys,
and it seens to ne entirely plausible you' |l get David Souters.

MR. BOAZ: Peter, can | ask you then, why aren't you
supporting Bush?

MR. BEINART: Wy aren't | supporting Bush?

MR. BOAZ: Yes. | nean, he seens to be right up your
all ey.

(Laughter.)

MR. BEI NART: Not exactly. That's a |onger
conversation. But, obviously, as a |liberal nmagazine we cone to
two fundanental issues that define our approach to this race:
(a) the question of who is likely to increase the standard of
[iving for working-class and poor Anericans, and the second is
who do we think is likely to believe in an Anerican foreign
policy that combines the use of power to the use that Anmerica has
a noral missioninthe world. And | think, on those, Gore is
actual ly substantially ahead.

MR, BQOAZ: Tonf

MR PALMER: Tom Pal nmer, fromthe Cato Institute.

I"'minterested in the panelists' remarks on the gender
gap, which is normally spun in the Washi ngton Post and New York
Tines as a liability for the Republicans. It turns out, if you

| ook at the nunbers, it's a big liability for the Denocrats.
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What do you think are the sources of the persistent
difference in male and femal e voting patterns? Do you think this
is likely to be an ongoing feature of American politics into the
future? And what do you think is its significance?

MALE VOCE: Do | have to tread here again with ny
Vi ews on wonen?

(Laughter.)

MR BOAZ: Yes.

MALE VO CE: Well, | do think it involves alittle bit
of what | was tal king about. | think wonen voters tend to be a
little nore concerned about security and stability. And that is
what Al CGore, fundanentally, is offering them And the Bush
agenda is marginally skewed nore toward sort of self-reliant
i ndividualismthat just tends to be a little nore attractive to
t he guys.

But | do think a lot of this is just totally
at nospherics. And especially the nunbers with wonen voters have
swung rat her remarkably over the course of the year in response
to things that wouldn't seemthat inportant, like Al Gore's Kkiss,
for instance. But | think what has been a good thing about the
coverage this year is that at least it recognizes that the gender
gap cuts both ways. And it nay be great if you re w nning wonen

by eight points, but it's not so great if you're |osing nmen by
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20. And at least | think sone of the analysis began to recognize
t hat .

MR. GQLLESPIE. First off, |I hesitate to even weigh in
on sonething |like the gender gap just because, in many ways, it's
an artifact of us slicing up denographic groups in a particular
way. And I'mnot sure -- | know | used to read about the
Catholic vote; you don't hear about that much anynore. And I'm
not sure that that is all that nmuch a nmeani ngful category in
vari ous ways, or that there aren't other things that would
actual ly group people together nore neani ngful than gender.

But | think, in many cases, and certainly when you | ook
at the Republican Party before and after Reagan, a lot of it has
to do with abortion rights. And it's clear that the Republican
Party, at its best, is willing to soft-peddle that issue, and
kind of say, yes, it's in our platform it's in our platform but
we're not going to do anything about it, but, by and |arge, takes
a tough line against that, and that that turns off a | ot of
wonen. And that's probably a nore significant issue to them at
this point in time than many ot her issues.

MR LOARY: If | can just junp in, | think that, N ck,
is one of the nore tired cliches in Anerican politics. [If you
| ook at the nunbers, the group that is nbst pro-choice in Arerica

is young nmen. Which nakes a | ot of sense, because it's young nen
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who want to create the freest range for prom scuity and
consequence-free sex as possi bl e.

MR. G LLESPIE: There cones the evolutionary
psychol ogy.

MR. LOARY: Well, |look at the nunbers.

MR. G LLESPIE: CQddly, if | an just say, though, the
last tinme | checked, virtually a 100 percent of all abortions
were actually perforned on wonen. | nean, actually, to be
honest, |I'm shocked in the kind of retrograde gender roles that
you're tal king about in your comments. But, essentially, to
| eave wonen out of the picture of abortion strikes ne as a
mar gi nal oversi ght.

MR. LOARY: | wasn't |eaving wonen out. | was just
poi nting out that the guys have an interest in being able to have
sex with wonen w thout having to worry about have any
responsibility for it nine nonths down the line.

MR BOAZ: Al right. Lets have a referee fromthe
i beral side.

(Laughter.)

MR. BEINART: No. This is delicious. | don't want to
junmp in.

MR, BEINART: But just on a small technical point, I
think that Rich is absolutely right. | don't think the public

opinion polls on abortion show really any gender difference.
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think actually you find religiosity and education to be the

bi ggest indicators of how people cone down on abortion. But I
think, in voting terns, it actually does make a difference
despite that.

Because the problem| think is that there are a | ot of,
for instance, poor African-Anmerican wonen. Poor African-Anerican
wonen, particularly in |lower |evels of education and incone, are
very anti-abortion, one of the nost anti-abortion denographic
groups in the country. But they still vote Denocratic. So,
essentially, even though you don't find a gender split in
actually public opinion polls, I think you do find it show ng up
at the voting boot h.

MR. BOAZ: M ke Lieberman?

MR. LI EBERVAN: Education Policy Institute.

The Denocrats favor governnent funding of abortions and
t hey oppose governnent fundi ng of school choice. And the
Republ i cans are just the opposite. They're opposed to governnent
fundi ng of abortions, but they now favor governnent funding of
school choice. M questionis: |Is this sinply, in your mnd,
nmore interest group hypocrisy or is there really a basic reason
for their inconsistencies on those two issues, or are they really
i nconsi stenci es?

MR. BEINART: | think actually R ch nay be better on

this than nme, because we are actually for governnent funding of
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abortions and at |east for governnent funding of experinents with
vouchers. So it's not an inconsistency, although, God knows,
there are many others, that cuts through The New Republi c.

| never quite understand what people nean when they
tal k about inconsistencies, given that, it seens to ne, that any
party or political novenent is inforned by very historically
contingent political traditions that have nunmerous causes and
that are essentially the product of history, not the product of
abstract theorizing. So, of course, in a sense, the Catholic
Church sacred garnent position is purely consistent and Reason
magazi ne's position is entirely consistent in a way that the
Denocratic Party and Republican Party aren't good in a sense.
That's because the Republican Party and Denocratic Party are the
product of contingent historical forces that conme out of American
events. And | don't think that is necessarily a bad thing. It
seens to nme that perhaps even a necessary and inevitable
denocratic thing.

MALE VO CE: Well, | don't think it's inconsistent to

be in favor of limted government. But to also be in favor of

laws -- we're going to get into an abortion fight here,
obviously -- but to be in favor of |laws that prevent people from
harm ng ot her people. And, | nean, |ets be honest about what

abortion is in this country. W have children with Down's

Syndrone systematically hunted down in the wound and destroyed
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because they' ||l be inconvenient, because retarded children are
i nconvenient. So we have this great abortion reginme that does
away with them And | think that is atrocious.

And | think a ot of Iiberals have abandoned the best
aspects of their tradition, which is supposed to be about
defendi ng the weak and the helpless. And a child with Down's
Syndrone in the wound is as close as you get to being absolutely
weak and defenseless. And this also applies, | think, in the
area of school choice, where, who should be in favor of school
choice, of helping mnority children get out of those schools and
get a decent education?

It should be the liberals who should be in favor of
that, but they're not. Because they've sold out to a powerful
interest. In this case, teachers unions. In the case of
abortion, it's the femnists. So | think we've increasingly seen
a liberalismthat is venal and corrupt and that has rejected the
best aspects of its own tradition in this country.

MALE VOCE: Now, if | can just junmp in briefly. |
t hi nk Peter summarized. | mean, essentially, what you're talking
about is an inconsistency in a political party as opposed to a
| ar ger governi ng phil osophy.

One thing, just to follow up on the education talk. |
actually remain anazed that the teachers unions and the kind of

education establishment really hasn't gl ommed on to choice yet
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and figured out ways in which they can use that actually to end
up increasing governnent funding at all |evels, and basically
taki ng the whol e notion of choice and vouchers and charter
schools and really turning it to their financial advantage. |
mean, | hope that they don't figure that out, but it anazes ne
that they've actually been that stupid.

MALE VO CE: Al they have to do is follow the exanple
of hi gher educati on.

MALE VO CE: Yes.

MALE VO CE: Private and public universities joined to
squeeze nore noney out of the governnment. And that will happen
in K-12 as soon as people in unions aren't scared of it
happeni ng.

MALE VO CE: Yes.

MR. BOAZ: kay, |I'mgoing to take one | ast question,
there in the back row.

MALE VO CE: | would like to start out by saying
really |like what you said, Rich, about this new Al Gore; you
know, he's al pha nmale, and yet he's a sensitive, nice guy. Wen
| saw the kiss at the Denocratic National Convention, | renmenber
the first thing that ran through nmy m nd was, why can't he keep
his sex life in the Oval Ofice |like everybody el se?

(Laughter.)
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MALE VO CE: But, anyway, that wasn't my question.
What | wondered was, after listening to M. Beinart tal king about
a new type of candidate -- and | guess, in the event of a Bush
loss is mainly what |'mthinking, you would have to think that
t he Republicans woul d have to say sonething else, they need to
try sonething different: Maybe a McCai n-type/ Ventura-type
Republican. That interests ne, and | think that woul d work.

Because | think one of the main problenms with the
Republ i cans, a Republican needs to be cool. The Dens have been
MIV in the past while the Republicans are Sinatra. The problem
though, is | think if they do that, they run the risk of
abandoni ng their ideological base. In Canada there is Stockwell
Day who has just recently --

MR. BOAZ: W need a question

MALE VO CE: He has just recently becone the
opposition. He is very conservative and yet he takes Ski-Doos to
press conferences, and it has worked. Could we see a candi date
like that, sonebody with a conpelling biography, yet, at the sane
time who is conservative? |Is that the new type of candidate? |

mean, what are we | ooking for as a Republican, do you think?

MR. LOARY: Well, | think if Bush | oses, Peter is
right, there will be an ideol ogi cal bloodbath on the right, and
we'll hear a lot of noise from MCain supporters about what a
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m stake it was for the Republicans not to nomnate him | don't
think that is true necessarily.

Because, for ne, the great weakness for nuch of this
year of the Bush canpaign was that it was too focused on Al
Gore's character. And, in that respect, MCain would have run
t he Bush canpai gn squared. It would have been entirely the
Buddhi st Tenple. And, |ook, the Buddhist Tenple is enbarrassing
for Gore, but people don't really care about that. And that's
what McCain was pledging to run on, and he woul d have nuted al
the other issue differences that | think now are cutting in
Bush's favor.

And al so McCain was just tenperanentally, | think,
unsuited to the rigors and pressures of a national canpaign. |If
you run in the Republican primary and you call a third of the
Republ i can base evil, | think that casts some doubt on your
ef fectiveness and strength as a potential presidential candi date.

And, finally, if you just talk a little bit about tax
cuts -- and Peter is going to get bored here, because he's heard
this three or four tinmes fromne already -- but, look, it's
definitely not 1980. It's not 1994. But the world is not safe
for big governnment liberalismquite yet, either. And that's what
Bob Shrum and the guys over in the Gore canp have forgotten.

W had 65 Denpcrats in the House vote to end the estate

tax, 51 Denocrats voted to end the marriage penalty. W had
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about 180 Denocrats vote for the super saver bill that would have
i ncreased tax-free savings vehicles. And on the question of the

tax cut, CGore-Bush, they're nowtied. |If you ask people, do you

prefer or a | arge across-the-board cut or a snmaller targeted cut,
it's tied 48/ 48.

The thing that is notable about that, first, is that
bot h candi dates are tal king about tax cuts. And if tax cuts was
such a |l oser, Gore wouldn't be trying to portray hinself as a tax
cutter. Two, Bush, over the |last nonth, has nmade up a | ot of
ground on that nunber, and they're tied 48/48 on it. | don't
think that indicates tax cuts is a |l oser any nore than the fact
that Bush and Gore are alnost tied on health care and
prescription drugs neans that prescription drugs is necessarily a
| osing issue for Gore. | think both of them are fundanental to
t heir canpai gns and their governing philosophy, in a way, and |
think it's very tight on both of them

MR. G LLESPIE: Your actual question was essentially
whet her or not could there be a cool Republican. And | don't
t hink the superconputer has been built yet that could come up
with the programthat would be able to put that nythol ogica
beast together.

(Laughter.)

MR. G LLESPIE: The short answer is no, they can't.

And one of the reasons is because they've got to cone back to
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certain basics and they've got to spill over froma stated
rhetoric of limted governnent, |eaving people alone, et cetera.
And they've got to cone back with the cultural talk, where they
start treading on people even as they say they want to limt it.
So the fact of the matter is, in 2004, don't expect the
Republ i can presidential nom nee to show up at the podiumon a
scoot er.

MR LOARY: Could I just junmp in very briefly? Sorry
Pet er.

| agree with Nick in the sense that | think it's been
strange this year, because | think both Gore's popularismis
totally outdated and not responsive to the new forces in our
politics and in our econony and Bush's response for the | ongest
time has been outdated, his timdly on taking it on, his
unwi | i ngness to identify hinmself with the new investor class and
with the new econony | think, has been a mistake all year for
hi m

MR. G LLESPIE: | don't think that's a m stake. |
mean, | think that's inplicit in when Republicans tal k about
t hensel ves as the party of the real Anerica, mddle Anerica, this
and that, that neans that you' ve got to be square. And | don't
want to see a bunch of Republicans wearing linen suits and

snoking cigarillos.
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MR. BEI NART: But, Nick, you live in Chio and you're
pretty cool right? | nean, | think you should give mddle
Arerica a little nore credit.

MR. G LLESPIE: Well, let me put it this way. |'m not
maki ng a val ue judgnent about it.

MR. BEINART: It's not just in L.A that people are on
the Internet and investing in stocks everyday.

MR. G LLESPIE: Ch, gee. That's odd. | didn't realize
t hat .

MR. BEINART: If | could junp in. And I should preface
this by saying you should never trust a |liberal when he gives
advice to conservatives. But Ronald Reagan was, by any stretch
cool. And | think what Ronald Reagan had that the Republican
Party has lost is he was cool in the mnds of nost Anericans.

And that's why a | ot of Americans who were nenbers of |abor

uni ons and who never really bought into the Republican Party on
econom cs, although maybe they wanted their taxes cut a little
bit, basically supported him

And | think that's what the Republican Party -- | think
| would interpret your cool question as, essentially, the
Republ i can Party needs to regain the patriotism question. Now,
obvi ously, our friends at the Standard are kind of sonmewhat
obsessed with this issue. | think the problemfor regaining the

patriotismissue for Republicans is that you can't be patriotic
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t he Republican Party has two ways of being patriotic, |I could
think, or at |least being nationalist on foreign policy, that I
think could help themelectorally. The problemis | don't think
the party establishnment wants to do either

The first is the foreign policy of McCain, which is an
extrenely hawki sh foreign policy, which is going to be very
interventionist and which is going to wear Anerica's heart on its
sl eeve, and, at least if you buy his rhetoric, send Anerican
troops all around the world to try to protect people who nost
Anmeri cans have never heard of.

Now, we would be thrilled. But ny sense is the
Republican Party's drift has been exactly in the opposite
direction, and McCain knows it. Al you have to do is | ook at
t he Republican Congress, which has, as McCain has said, a kind of
Pavl ovi an opposition to the use of Anerican troops anywhere. And
anyone who thinks that there are going to be lots of Gulf Wars
agai n, where you can send troops in those kinds of situations,
everybody knows that nost of the opportunities to send Anerican
troops where noral questions are at hand are going to be nore
simlar to Rwanda and Kosovo than they are going to be to Iraq
and Kuwait. That's the question the Republican Party has to

deci de about whether they give a danm about.
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And they can do exactly the reverse. | think they can
take Pat Buchanan's position on patriotism as well. They can
take a very hard line nationalist position and say, we're going
to protect America fromcultural pollution and fromthe pollution
of immgrants, and we're going to wall Anerica off and see the
rest of the world as hostile and threatening. | think that, in
bad economc tinmes, that also potentially could play. It would
be a way of getting back the patriotismissue.

Again, the problemseens to ne that, with the kind of
corporate quasi-isolationist, at very best, description,

Ki ssingerian politics that seens to be taking over the Republican
Party now, | don't see that they're close to either.

MR. LOARY: Peter, you really exaggerate the extent to
whi ch McCain was a Wekly Standard humanitarian, "let's send them
all over the world" interventionist. | nean, in this regard, |
really think he is a Jacksonian, who is sonmeone who is slowto
commt troops. But when he does, it is solely to smash and
destroy the eneny. And that's what we saw i n Kosovo, where
McCain actually called Kosovo i mmoral, because we weren't taking
it onin the nost forceful way possible.

MR. BEINART: That's right.

MR. LOARY: And the reason why we weren't taking it on
in the nost forceful way possible is because | think the American

people will take casualties, but only in a cause that clearly
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inplicates the national interest. And that's why the Cinton
Admi ni stration was scared to death to have one casualty in
Kosovo.

MR. BEI NART: But where is the national interest in
Kosovo? | nean, McCain argued for it. It seens to ne the
national interest on the Kosovo question was al ways a stretch.

It was basically the noral rationale, which was the only strong
rational e for Kosovo. | agree that at tinmes McCain tried to have
it both ways on Kosovo, but his essential position was attacking
the Cinton adm nistration for not sending group troops. And the
only justification that anyone could muster for that, including
McCain, was a noral argunent. \Wich is why Bush's discussion of
this rings so hollow, where he says we needed to do Kosovo to
protect NATO, despite the fact that many of the countries in
NATO, like Italy, were dead set agai nst doi ng Kosovo. It's
illogical.

MR. LOARY: Well, even the stingy realist Bush was in
favor of Kosovo. And it's because Anmerican credibility was
inplicated and the future of the Alliance was at stake.

MR. BEI NART: But only because we wanted to do Kosovo.
| nmean, the Italians would have been thrilled if we'd said, we
don't want to do Kosovo in the first place, then credibility

never woul d have come up.
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MR LOARY: Right. WlIl, dealt the cards that we had
whi ch was, for about a decade, we were warning Ml osevic not to
do what he did, that inplicated U.S. credibility.

MR. G LLESPIE: | think that this colloquy actually
shows definitively that we really have not conme up with a
post - Col d War foreign policy.

MR. LOARY: But Peter and | wll keep working on it.

(Laught er.)

MR. G LLESPIE: | look forward to hearing it.

Wi le they were talking, | actually thought back and
need to anend ny answer to the question about, again, whether or
not there's the possibility of a cool Republican. And | don't
think patriotismis cool. | think patriotism in many ways, is
the antithesis of cool. Reagan was certainly popular. | never
heard anybody, when | was in college, refer to himas cool or hip
or anything, even ironically.

But, in any case, it's recently cone out that Mrilyn
Manson actually is a Republican, or that he said he | eans nore
towards George Bush's politics, et cetera. And the Republicans,
they have the Rock, the professional westler, who showed up at
t he Republican Convention. And | guess, in 2004, if Mrilyn
Manson addresses the Republican National Convention, then |'l

stand correct ed.
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But, again, | think it points to an underlying problem
with the Republican Party, which is that it apes a very
libertarian, a very limted governnent line, but it does not have
the courage of its convictions. And the Republicans, |I'msure,
will ook at it as sone kind of noral failure on their part if
sonebody |i ke Marilyn Manson can say, apparently unironically,
oh, George Bush, |I like himnore than | |ike Al Core.

MR. LOARY: The problemw th Marilyn Manson is that he
is a no-talent knock-off of other acts and a total jerk.

MR. BEI NART: Li ke George Bush.

MR. LOARY: So the National Review s position is, is
Marilyn Monroe not Marilyn Manson?

MR. G LLESPIE: That's right. Marilyn Monroe is okay.

MR. BOAZ: kay. Al right. Thank you very much Peter
Beinart, Nick Gllespie, R chard Lowy.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BOAZ: And please join us upstairs for |unch.

(Wher eupon, the Policy Forum was concl uded.)
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