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PROCEEDI NGS

MR CRANE: | amEd Crane. | am President of the Cato
Institute. | would like to welcone you to our forumthis norning
to hear fromLarry Elder, the author of the "Ten Things You Can't
Say in Anerica.” Wiich | guess he is going to refute that right
here by saying them But it is a very good book. | sawit in
manuscript form And it is really the sort of thing that needs
to be in the public discourse these days.

| grew up in South Central Los Angeles, as Larry did,
and went to a racially-mxed high school, Dorsey Hi gh School .

And | have always had kind of nore interest in race issues than I
think a lot of people in the public policy community do. It has
al ways been very disturbing to me that the African-Anerican
community has been led for so long by people |Iike Jesse Jackson,
who pursue policies that, to ne, are just absolutely opposed to
the interests of |owincone Anericans, and certainly to
African-Ameri cans.

| think one of the great tragedies in Anerican politics
is that Republicans have been so unsuccessful in attracting a
| arge foll owi ng anong African-Anericans and | think that is
primarily because they haven't tried.

| think one of the great |ost opportunities was Ronal d

Reagan's adm ni stration. Reagan was a person who virtually
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everyone |liked, regardl ess of where they were on the political
spectrum Yet, there was no effort at all to reach out to
African-Anericans. | think that is regrettable because on

i ssues, ranging fromschool choice to Social Security
privatization, there is a real convergence of interests between
African-Anericans and those who support limted governnent and
free markets.

But that is all changing now. There is kind of a
spont aneous | eadership that is devel opi ng around the country, not
| east of whomis our speaker today, Larry Elder, who is a very
effective spokesman for |limted governnment and indeed for
individual liberty and libertarian ideas in general.

As | said, Larry was born and raised in South Central
Los Angeles. He attended Brown University, where he got a B. A
in political science in 1974. He then went on to the University
of M chigan School of Law to beconme a | awyer, which is what
America probably doesn't need, another |awer. But the good
thing is that he is not |onger practicing law. He went to work
for alarge lawfirmin Ceveland and then started his own
executive recruitnment firmfor |awers, specializing in placing
attorneys.

At that time, when he was in C evel and, he hosted a
tel evision show on PBS, and | was a guest. That is where |I first

met him | guess right around 1980 or so. | was inpressed at the

ARTI Transcripts
(202) 347-0030 and wwwe.artitranscripts.com



time with what an intelligent interviewer he was. That show went
on to be a local Fox affiliate program

Larry has contributed to dozens of newspapers. He is
ubi quitous on television. Currently, he is the host of the Larry
El der Show on KABC Radio in Los Angeles, a very, very daily radio
talk show Interestingly enough, beginning next nmonth, he is
going to preside as judge on a national television programcalled
“"Moral Court," which nmaybe he will tell us a little bit about.

In any event, it is a real pleasure for nme to introduce
my friend and one of the nost inportant political thinkers in the
country today, Larry Elder.

(Appl ause.)

LARRY ELDER, TALK SHOW HOST, KABC

MR. ELDER: Thank you very ruch for that introduction
Ed. | appreciate it. And thank you for com ng out.

| amoften asked how it is | got into talk radio,
because | never even thought about getting into talk radio. And
| now host a show which is, thankfully, the nunber one rated
afternoon drive-tinme show in Los Angel es. Wat happened was that
| was working in Cleveland, as Ed nentioned. | practiced | aw and
then | started a business, which | ran for about 15 or 16 years.

And one of the reasons | am so adamant about ny belief in this
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country and ny belief in economc freedomis because of how
successful that business was.

But in any event, | never even thought about doing
radio. | did wite a lot of op ed pieces for newspapers. And
every now and then one woul d get published. And | wote a piece
where | tal ked about limted governnent and the inportance of
elimnating things like affirmative action. And it ticked off a
| ocal talk show host in Cleveland. | never listened to talk
radio and | didn't know who he was. H's boss called nme and asked
me if | would agree to appear on the show. | said, "Sure, 1'll
go on."

And so | went on for one hour. And | was just called
all sort of nanmes: Uncle Tomthis, and you are an idiot. And I
amyelling at the callers and the callers are yelling at nme. |
drive back to my office, and | renenber saying to nyself, "Wat a
God-awful waste of tine that was." It rem nded nme of arguing
with ny little brother, Dennis. Everybody has a little brother,
Dennis. You know what | amtal ki ng about.

And | get a phone call fromthis guy's boss. He says,
"You were fantastic." | said, "I was?"

"Ch, God, you were funny."

| said, "I was?"

"And you took a position and you defended it well."

| said, "I did?"
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"Have you ever thought about doing talk radi o?"

| said, "No."

He said, "Well, this guy is going on vacation next
week, why don't you sit in for hinP"

| said, "Well, that is very flattering, but |I don't
t hink so."

He said, "I don't think you realize how potent you
could be in this nedium Wuld you just please consider it?"

| said, "I"'msorry. It's flattering. | don't think so.
| don't like it."

"Take one night. Think about it. Come back. ['l]
call you tonmorrow. Let ne know what you think."

| was nmarried at the tine. | went honme. | said,
"Cindy, they want me to do this thing.” She said, "Wat do you
t hi nk?"

| said, "I think that talk radio is stupid, shallow,
and glib." She said, "It is. You would be good at it."

(Laught er.)

MR. ELDER. That gives you sone idea of what happened
to that marri age.

(Laughter.)

MR. ELDER | have been call all sorts of nanmes. And
in the first chapter, which is probably the nost controversi al

chapter, Ed, "blacks are Mire Racist Than Wiites," | tal k about
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some of the nanes that | have been called. And | just give a
very abbreviated list in the book: "Oreo,"” as in brown on the
outside, white on the inside. "Uncle Tom" or "boot-1icking
Uncle Tom "™ which is a kind of higher grade Uncle Tom "Straight
Up Uncle Tom" which is really the Acadeny Award. "Judas Boy,
Bug Eyed, Foot Shuffling, Sugar Cane Negro, Handkerchi ef Head,
Trojan Horse, Anti-black, Pro-Wite, Renus, Sanbo, Sanbo Tom the
Anti-Christ,"” and one that really pissed ne off, "Republican."

(Laughter.)

MR. ELDER A man can only take so nuch

| argue that blacks are nore racist than whites, not to
say that the majority of blacks are racist, but if we are talking
about white racismbeing a mgjor force in Anerica, | think we
have to | ook at bl ack racism

In California there was this fight over Proposition
209, to abolish race and gender-based affirmative action. The
guy who | ed the charge was Ward Connally, a black man who is a
contractor in the Bay Area. He was attacked, | nean viciously
attacked, especially by black | eaders and bl ack political
figures, one of who was State Senator D anne Watson.

Ward Connal | y happens to be nmarried to a white woman.
And Di anne Watson says, "I know why you support the abolition of

affirmati ve action. You are narried to a white wonan. You have
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no ethnic pride. You want to be white; that's why you support

this neasure."”

Did she apol ogize? No. |In fact, when reporters asked
her about it, she said, "That's right, | said it and | don't take
it back."

She is now, by the way, the Anbassador to M cronesi a,
care of Bill Cinton.

Charl es Rangel, the New York Congressman, said of the
GOP 1994 Congress, "They don't say 'Spic' or 'Ni gger' anynore.
They just say 'Let's cut taxes.'" To this day he has not
apol ogi zed, nor felt any reason to.

Al Core's canpai gn manager, Donna Brazil, referred to
t he Republican Party as the party of the white boys. Do you
recall that? No apology. No apol ogy denmanded and none given.

| debated Julianne Ml veaux, who is, in nmy opinion, one
of the nore irresponsible witers. She wites a colum for USA
Today. She happens to be an econom st. | was debating her on a
nationally tel evised program | said, "You know what the program
here is? This al nost pathol ogical search for the great white
bigot." To which she responded, "You are wong, Larry Elder.
There is not a great white bigot. There are about 200 mllion
little white ones.” That is a quote.

| gave a speech before the Anti-Defamati on League once.

And they comm ssioned a poll and found out, good news,
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anti -Semtismin Arerica is at an all-tine low The American
anti-Semitic rate, according to the ADL-conm ssioned poll, stood
at about 9 percent, again, an historical |ow

However, in the black community it was four tines
hi gher than the overall rate. These are the kinds of things that
| point out in the book. During the Proposition 209 fight, a
| ocal college wanted to host a debate. To debate the
pro-affirmative action side they hired and paid a guy nanes Joe
Hi cks who now heads the L.A. Cvil R ghts Comm ssion. To debate
the anti-affirmative action, they hired David Duke.

Wien | read that they were going to invite David Duke,
| called themand | offered nyself to debate the anti-affirmative
action side, and they deci ded David Duke would be a nmuch nore
ef fective person. Because, after all, anybody who is opposed to
affirmati ve action is "David Duke-like" in their nentality.

These are the kinds of things that | amtal king about.
These statenents are routinely nmade, routinely not checked. But
the overall thenme on the part of sonebody |ike Jesse Jackson, Al
Shar pt on, Maxi ne Waters, is that if you can't get a |loan at the
bank, it is obviously because a racist |ender refused to give you
the money. If you live in an area where there is a |ot of
violence and a lot of crinme and you can't get insurance,

obvi ously, you are a victimof racist redlining.
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| f your kid doesn't do well on the SAT, well, the
problemis not your kid and your kid's refusal to work harder and
your refusal to put nore pressure on the kid to work harder and
t he crappy school the kid goes to, it's because racist exam ners
decided to culturally bias tests.

What does this say? It says that people like that are
willing to accept the worst possible notive in the m nds and
hearts of white people; that white people really get up in the
nmorni ng and want to oppress bl ack people. Now, that is sonething
that we call in the black conmunity "racial profiling.” And it
is as offensive as when it is done to black people. Anyway, that
is the first chapter.

The second chapter, equally as inportant in my opinion,
is that white condescension is as real as black racism And |
have | ots of exanples of that. Sone of them are the Col unbine
tragedy. Wthin a matter of days, | pick up a newspaper and
there are all these articles about "Were were the parents?”

"How coul d Mom and Dad have allowed this to have happened?"

But when sonebody cones down in the inner city, where
are the thought pieces? Were is the analysis? Were is the
assunption that a parent should have stopped this?

Jesse Jackson hopped on a plane and went down to
Decatur, Illinois, you m ght remenber, when those seven kids were

ki cked out for fighting in the stands at a football game. The
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kids turned out to have gang-related ties and collectively had
m ssed sonething |ike 400 days of school. But Jesse Jackson
deci ded that the suspension and expul sion was a result of a
raci st school board.

That is incredi ble, the assunption that white people
woul d conspire to kick out black kids just because they are
bl ack, and the al nost silent response on the part of the people
who were accused. It is just amazing to ne that white people can
be accused of all manner of things and rather than say, "you are
just full of it,” there is silence, there is fear, there is
intimdation. | consider that to be a formof condescensi on.

| think a lot of people, whites, who, deep down inside,
if they are honest and support affirmative action, do so because
they really believe blacks aren't smart enough. They really

bel i eve bl acks aren't sharp enough. They really believe bl acks

can't make it without a boost. |If you have a conversation with
sone people and you really get deep and they get |oose, | believe
that many white people who support affirmative action will in

fact admt that.

The nmedia bias is one of ny chapters. There is
absolutely no question that there is liberal bias in the nedia.
That doesn't nean that the nedia [doesn't] get the facts and it

doesn't nean that they are evil. It doesn't nean that they are
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out to oppress people. But the nmedia bias, | don't think, can be
refuted if you are fair m nded.

Gannett, no right w ng organi zati on, comm ssioned a
pol|l back in 1996 and asked Wshi ngton, D.C. journalists, "For
whom did you vote in 1992?" Forty-seven percent of the Anerica
peopl e voted for Bill Cinton. Eighty-nine percent of
Washi ngton, D.C. reporters did. Forty-three percent of the
Aneri ca people voted for George Bush. Seven percent of
Washi ngton, D.C. reporters did. About a third of Anmericans cal
t hensel ves noderate, about a third conservative and about a third
liberal. Two percent of Washington, D.C. reporters describe
t hensel ves as conservati ve.

Now, what is the argunent? Well, reporters are capable
of setting aside their enotional feelings and wite a story right
down the mddle. | don't pretend to be able to set aside ny
enotions. And | think it is pretty unrealistic to think
reporters can wite a story about gun control -- when in fact
they are in favor of gun control -- and wite it right down the
m ddle. And there are |ots of exanple of that.

The Medi a Research Center conducted studies, |ooked at
t he coverage of the Brady bill debate, ABC, CBS, NBC and CNN, to
find out whether or not it was fair, whether or not it was

bal anced. And they | ooked at hundreds of hours of shows. So
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this was not just some inpressionistic kind of thing, "Wll, the
liberals feel this way."

| tried in ny book to docunent everything | say, so it
is not anecdotal and it's not inpressionistic. They found out
that routinely people |like Sarah Brady, who is the head of
Handgun Control, Inc., a 501-(c)(3) nonprofit organization, the
sane as the NRA, routinely she was referred to as an advocate.
Wayne LaPierre, Charlton Heston, the NRA, people like that, were
routinely referred to as | obbyists. Now, either they are both
advocates or they are both | obbyists, but pick one.

Now, obviously the term "advocate" has a nuch nore

refreshing sound, a nuch nore noble sound than the term

"l obbyist." They found that the nedia routinely did that.
When you watch a news account, they will go to a
"tal king head" to kind of illustrate a point or to give you sone

background. How often were pro-gun control talking heads used
versus anti-gun control talking heads used? A two-to-one nargin,
t he networks used a pro-gun control tal king head with an
academ ci an or sonebody el se, a politician, who supported nore
gun control than they did for people for the other side. Now,
that is a formof nedia bias.

And | doubt whether or not, when the reporter sat down
and did the story, he or she said, "How can | slant this fromny

point of view?" | don't think you can help it.
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Look at what happened with George W Bush recently.
H s m ke was open, you will renmenber and he nmade those rather
unguarded remar ks about that New York Tines reporter, Adam
Clyner. He referred to himas a "major | eague ass hole."

By the way, | talked to a nunber of reporters in and
around New York and they tell nme that Adam Cyner is an ass hole.

(Laughter.)

MR. ELDER: But | guess truth is not a conplete
defense. H's m ke was open. He shouldn't have said it. Any
smart politician should be aware, whenever there is a mke in
front of you, whether it is hot or cold, shut your nouth.

But does he have reason to be a little irritated with
the New York Tinmes? They wote a series of articles critical of
his record as Governor -- fair enough. But they wote a nunber
of articles critical about his intellectual fire power. One of

the articles referred to himas an "air head."

There was one article, an analysis piece, that said
something like this: Wile George W Bush was frolicking at
Yal e, Al CGore was studying at Harvard.

Let's tal k about the frolic and the study. It turns
out that, when you | ook at the undergraduate grades of A Core,
his grades were | ower than were the undergraduate grades of

George W Bush. Al Core enrolled in a divinity school. He took

ei ght courses over three senesters, got five F's, and flunked
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out. He then enrolled in | aw school, nade nedi ocre grades, and
dr opped out .

CGeorge W Bush has an under graduate degree from Yal e
and a Harvard MBA. Wo is the idiot? It is not fair. Al | am
asking for is fairness.

And | have anecdote after anecdote after anecdote,
study after study after study, of polling data goi ng back twenty
or thirty years, where reporters are asked, do you consi der
yourself to be a noderate or conservative or a |liberal and so
forth? And alnost by a two-to-one nmargin the reporters
sel f -descri bed thenselves as |liberals or noderate versus those
who descri bed thensel ves as conservative. | don't know how, if
you are a human being, that cannot seep into your work.

In our judicial system we have what we call preenptory
chal  enges. A preenptory challenge is what a | awer can use,
because he sees sonebody and he just doesn't think they are going
to follow the judge's instructions and render a fair decision.
Wiy do we have that? W have that because we recogni ze certain
peopl e, despite what they say, cannot be fair. | think the sane
kind of thing applies here.

| don't know how human beings who are in favor of gun
control are going to wite a fair article about gun control.
don't know how human bei ngs who are in favor of affirmative

action are going to wite a fair article about affirnmative
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action. | subnmt to you that certainly nmany do, but some cannot
do that.

The other chapter is "The G ass Ceiling is Full of
Holes.” Not long ago Bill Cinton gave a speech, where he said,
"Wonen earn about three-quarters for every dollar a man earns.”
And he said, "You wouldn't tolerate three out of four elections,
woul d you?" | amnot sure of the correlation, but what the hell?

Wonen earn 75 cents for every dollar a man earns for
doing the same work. | ran a business for 16 years. Assune that
that is true. Any CEO who has a predomi nantly male work force
ought to go out inmmediately and fire all the nmen and hire wonen.
Why doesn't that happen?

On the one hand, we argue for m ni nrum wage | aws
because, after all, our dastardly CEO s are just concerned about
the bottomline. W have to have a nmandatory Fam |y and Medica
Leave because dastardly enpl oyers woul d not take into
consideration the value of their enployees because all they are
concerned about is the bottomline. But over here we are
assum ng that they conpletely ignore the bottomline and just
hi re buddi es so they can go out and drink after work. | don't
think that that nmakes a whole | ot of sense.

June O Neill, who is an econom st specializing in | abor
relations, used to be the head of the respected Congressional

Budget Ofice. And she |ooked at apples to apples, unlike what
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Bill dinton did, throwing all wonen in one pool and all nen in
one pool and then conparing themas if they are the are the sane.

She | ooked at people who went to School A, versus nen
who went to School A; wonen who graduated at the sane |evel
versus nmen who graduated at the sane |evel; wonen who had the
same mjor versus nmen who had the sane ngjor; wonen who entered
the sane corporations, stayed at that corporation, did not take
time out for having children. There was absolutely no difference
in their incones. Wen you conpare apples to apples, what Bil
Clinton said is sinply fal se.

Furthernore, he is doing wonen danage. How? He
i ncreases their cost of hiring. |If you hire a woman and you know
t hat sonebody may cone al ong and accuse you of discrimnation
because you haven't paid them what sonebody el se feels that they
shoul d be paid, if you increase the |ikelihood of a wonan taking
of f because of the Fam |y and Medi cal Leave Act, what you really
have done to an enployer is said: Look, this woman may cost you
some noney down the road. So, a rational business person,
| ooking at an equally qualified man versus an equally qualified
woman, knows that the guy is less likely to give himsone gri ef
and may very well hire the man over the wonan.

So, these kinds of neasures that Bill Cinton has been

advancing are in fact net negatives for the very people he
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purports to help. Ilronic, since wthout wonen's votes, he never
woul d have been el ected either tine.

| also talk about Anmerica's greatest problem Far and
away, Anerica's greatest problemare not bad schools, although it
is very inportant, are not drugs, although that is very
i mportant, are not crinme, although that is very inportant.
Anmerica's nunber one greatest problemis illegitimacy. By that I
mean children having children. | don't tal k about the Mirphy
Brown problem where sonebody who has the resources decides for
what ever reason she wants to have a child on her own or sonebody,
as a single person, wants to adopt.

| am tal king about people who cannot feed, clothe and
educate a child having a child. And what we have done is provide
incentives for that very thing through our welfare state. M
father is 85 years old. He is a child of the Depression. He
grew up in the South.

Wien | was a child, he worked two full-tinme jobs as a
janitor, cooked for a white famly on the weekends, and went to
ni ght school three nights a week to get his GED, because he |eft
home when he was 13 and never finished school. He does not, by
t he way, know who his biological father is.

My father told ne that welfare is probably the worse
thing that ever happened to this country and the worse thing that

ever happened to bl ack people. There was a tine, after slavery,
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when a black nman was as likely to have a child within the
confines of a nmarriage as a white man. Look at census data. And
it is kind of sketchy, because records were not kept very well in
t hose days.

But, as near as | can tell, around the turn of the
century a black child was as likely to be born in a nucl ear,
intact famly as a white child. Wat happened? W |aunched
Lyndon Johnson's War on Poverty, essentially going door to door
and encouragi ng people to get on welfare, "Here are the benefits
that you can get."

Dani el Patrick Myni han, back in 1965, wote a book
called, "The Negro Fam ly: A Case for National Action." At the
time, 25 percent of black children were born outside of wedl ock.
He considered this to be a call to arns and we nust, we nust do
sonet hi ng about it.

| was in ny first year of college when | read his book,
in Sociology 101. | was one of a handful of blacks in the class.
The professor thought the book was racist. The kids thought the
book was racist. | amsitting in the back, having been born and
raised in South Central L.A, and | raised ny hand and | said,
"Well, | don't know that he is racist. Maybe there is |ike
sonet hing there."

That's not a terribly sophisticated analysis, | agree.

| was called all sorts of nanmes, Uncle Tomthis and Uncle Tom
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that, that | was Euro-centric, that | believed in a patriarcha
structure. Fast forward to the year 2000, nearly 70 percent of
today's bl ack children are born outside of wedl ock.

Do you want to know why there is a drug problemin the
inner city? Do you want to know why there is a crinme problemin
the inner city? Do you want to know why schools are bad in the
inner city? Start there.

| quote a book by a man by the name of Janes Robeson
called "My Father's Face." In the first chapter, he tal ks about
a Federal prison chaplain who decided to increase norale. He
went down to one of the major greeting card conpanies, | think it
was Hall mark or American Greeting, and said, "Look, Mdthers Day
is comng up. Wy don't you, as an act of good will and PR for
you, give us 500 free Mdthers' Day cards?

They thought it was a good idea. They did. It was
extrenely successful. Every single inmate filled out a Mthers
Day card and sent it to good old Mom

Fat hers' Day rolled around. The chaplain thought he
woul d duplicate his success. He went down and got 500 nore
Fat hers' Day cards. Not a single inmate, not one, wanted to send
one to his father. Are there any questions? Not one.

The health care crisis, | call it the biglie. Tel

me, Ed, where in the Constitution, Article I, Section 8, does it
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say we are supposed to provide health care benefits for sonebody
el se?

MR. CRANE: It turns out it doesn't.

MR. ELDER: No, | don't think it does. You see, you
take noney fromthis person and give it to that person's health
care. You take noney fromthis person who is childless and give
it to that person who had three or four kids, and didn't ask your
perm ssion to have them but the way. There is something wong
her e.

Furthernore, it doesn't work. Even putting aside the
constitutional and phil osophical argunents, it doesn't work. The
Medi care Act was passed in 1965. The 20 years before that, the
typical day in a hospital increased three-fold. Twenty years
after the enactnment of the Medicare Act of 1965, the typical day
in one hospital increased eight-fold; and you can't attribute it
just to inflation.

When the hype of "Hillary Care" was going on, we were
urged to take a |l ook north at the wonderful Canadi an system
Look at the wonderful Canadian system It is in a total neltdown
right now People are com ng over the border. | know, | |ived
in Ceveland for a nunber of years. They are com ng over the
boarder for cutting-edge technology. They are just now getting
some MRI's there. There are lines. There are people who are

waiting right now There are people who are now dyi ng because

ARTI Transcripts
(202) 347-0030 and wwwe.artitranscripts.com



they can't get it on. |It's a very conplicated thing, health
care.

Now, we have a governnent that does not run the post
office as effectively as FedEx runs it. Wat nakes themthink
they can run sonething as conplicated as health care? | nean it
is really quite outrageous. There are about 40 or 50 mllion
peopl e without health care insurance.

Well, if you massage the nunbers, about half of those
are people who are between jobs and will be wi thout health care
for no nore than a few nonths. Another several mllion are
peopl e who are perfectly healthy, young people, who have done the
nunbers and deci ded the |ikelihood of themgoing to a hospital is
very low If | add up all the premuns that | wll save, | wll
net out. If you count those, if you count the mllions who are
drug addi cts, who are hookers, prostitutes and other people in
our society, | guess so. Another several mllion could easily be
added to nomor dad's health care at work for a relatively snal
anount of noney, but they just haven't done it.

So when you really get down to it, there are probably
no nore than 10 mllion Anericans that are without health care
i nsurance, which, of course, does not nean they are w t hout
health care

There is still Medicaid, and hospitals have to, by |aw,

admt you when there is an energency. So, what we really are
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doing is deciding that we need a Canadi an type, one systemfits
all, for the 260 mllion Anericans who are perfectly happy and
who have health care insurance in order to take care of the 10
mllion. Does that nmake a | ot of sense?

We have tal ked about the welfare state already, which
is nmy other chapter.

And then | have anot her chapter, called "Republicans
Versus Denocrats, Maybe a Dinme's Wrth of Difference.” Now, it
isalittle over the top. And clearly there are differences
between Al Gore and George W Bush. And if the choices were just
those two, | would certainly vote for George W Bush.
Fortunately for ne, the choices aren't limted to those two, and
| typically vote for the Libertarian candi date.

One of ny frequent guests on nmy programis Congressnan
David Dreier. He is the third nost powerful Congressman on the
Hill, the Chairman of the House Rules Conmittee. He often, of
course, cones on the programto talk about the vast differences
between the two parties. And | asked himwhy it was that 80
menbers of his own Party voted to increase the m ni numwage. He
said, "Well, yes, you are right. W do have sone defections."

| asked himwhy, during dinton's weakest nonent, when
Republicans were in charge of both chanbers of Congress, as they

still are, why the tax cut was 1 percent.
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"Well, you are right. W need to do a little bit
better."

Wiy is it that Congressman Dewine, in Chio, is critica
of the so-called dunping of steel in his State when in fact
consuners benefit? "I thought your party was about free trade."

"Well, yeah, we do have defections.™

George W Bush gave a speech in Phil adel phia and he
said, "No Anmerican should pay nore than 30 percent of his incone
to the Federal Governnent."

Thirty percent? | was thinking the nunber should be
closer to, oh, I don't know, zero. And we should get back to
what the Founders of the Constitution intended, which was for
duties and tariffs to pay for the fundamental duties and
obl i gations of the Federal Government which are: provide for the
nati onal defense, coin noney, conduct a census every 10 years and
a few others. Qutside of that, that is it.

But he was willing to settle for 30 percent. And of
course, when you add up the State i ncone taxes that some of us
pay -- California is 10 percent -- plus the real estate taxes,
plus the sales taxes and others, you are getting pretty close up
to the 40, 45, and 50 percent territory.

According to MIton Friedman, about 50 percent of the
Nation's income, when you count unfunded nandates, when

Washi ngt on says to a business person you nust do this, that and
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the other -- and doesn't provide any funds for doing it, of
course -- he considers those to be taxes. So, dependi ng upon how
you define taxes, the grab of the Nation's incone is at an
all-time high.

My other chapter is on the war on drugs, which | feel
ought to be called off. That is not an endorsenent for drugs.
However, as for the sins of ny youth, Ed, either the Lord has
forgiven nme or the statute of limtations has run out.

Accordi ng to Janet Reno, about 50 percent of all crinme
is directly or indirectly related to people robbing and mai m ng
and stealing to support a drug habit that is prohibitively
expensi ve, that is nuch nore expensive because of the bl ack
market. You never know how nmuch it has increased it, but sone
estimates are that it increased the price 20-fold, sone say
30-fold, and sonme say 40-fold. But there is a constitutiona
principle here. That is, this is ny body. | own it, not the
state. If | choose to abuse it, it is ny call.

A woman has a right to abort a child, but | don't have
aright to ingest illegal drugs. There is something wong here.
Wl liamF. Buckley estinmates that we are spendi ng over $200
billion fighting this war on drugs. And those aren't just the
direct costs that the Drug Czar is spending; these are the direct
costs because of the increased crinme, the higher insurance

prem um that we are paying, prison space. About 30 percent or so
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of prisons in this country are there for drug of fenses, nany of
whom have never commtted a violent offense.

| am ki nd of surprised at the black | eadership here.
About half of all prisoners in this country are black. A
substanti al percentage of those are there for drug-rel ated
offenses. | amkind of surprised. Rather than yelling about the
unjust, unfair, racist crimnal justice system black |eaders
don't connect the dots, and point their finger at the culprit.
And that is this war on drugs.

It is the sane thing with DAB. DWB is largely a
measure of cops | ooking for people who are possessing or dealing
drugs. You get rid of the drug war and you cut down the reason
for so many police interactions with black people in the first
pl ace.

The | ast chapter is on gun control advocates. | call
it, "GQun Control Advocates, the Good Guys Wth Bl ood on Their
Hands." 1've had sonme very fascinating discussions with people
who are gun control advocates, one of whomis the LAPD Chi ef,
Bernard Parks. He cones on ny programregularly, which is pretty
courageous because | give hima lot of heat and ny callers give
hima lot of heat. But he cones on once a nonth to answer al
sorts of questions.

He is one of those, as are nost police chiefs, in favor

of further gun control legislation. He is opposed to allow ng
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citizens to apply for a permt to carry conceal ed weapons, which,
of course, | amin favor of. He talks about all the horrible
things that woul d happen if nore and nore citizens were arned.

| said, "Chief" -- and | would urge you to try this
with your friends -- "how often do Anericans use guns for
def ensi ve purposes every year?" He said, "I don't know " |
said, "Well, what do you think?" He said, "I don't know. "
said, "lIs it relevant?" He said, "Not particularly.”

"So, it is relevant to know that 20,000 Anericans die

because of guns, but it is irrelevant to know how many people are

alive because of guns. |Is that what you are telling nme?"
He said, "Well, | just don't trust any figures on it."
| said, "I understand that. Do you have an estimte, a

bal | park, an assunption, sonething?" He said, "No."

| said: Let nme help you out. According to John Lott,

t he author of the book, "Mdire Guns, Less Crine," 2.5 mllion
Ameri cans every year use a gun for defensive purposes.

Ni nety- ei ght percent of themare sinply brandi shing the gun to
break off the attack.

Gary Kleck, a crimnologist fromFlorida, estinates
that, out of that figure, 400,000 thought that they would be dead
had they not used the gun. Four hundred thousand and twenty
t housand. Do the math.

"l don't believe the figures," he said.
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| said, "Fine. The Federal Governnent, in a study that
Clinton doesn't refer to very often for sone reason, estinmates
t hat Anmericans use guns for defensive purposes 1.5 mllion tines.
WIlIl you accept that figure?"

"Well, | don't know. "

| said, "Well, let's do it this way, Chief. In
Switzerland and in Israel, the per capita ownership rate is nuch
hi gher than ours in America, yet their nmurder rate is lower. 1In
I rel and and Scotl and, they have very draconi an gun | aws, however
their nurder rate is higher. Please explain."

Do you know what he sai d?

“"Well, | don't live in those countries.” | said,
"Chief, what | just did was called 'maki ng an anal ogy.' Do you
see what | amsaying? | was trying to get you to try to
understand that the variable here is not the guns.”

"“Yeah, but | don't care because |I live here."

| don't know what you do with that. | don't know what
you do with that mnd set. Washington, D.C., our beloved city,
has very, very draconian gun |aws, and, as you know, one of the
hi ghest per capita nurder rates in the country.

The people who need the ability to get guns the nost
are those living in the inner city with very high crine areas.
Because the bad guys are going to get their guns. They ain't

going down to a gun store and filling out an application that can
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be followed up on. They are going to steal themor get them on
the black market. Always was; always will. The ones who are
de-fanged are those who need to have a gun.

Now, it is always big news headlines when sonething
li ke the Day Trader shooting takes place in Atlanta. But there
was a little known story. Around the sane tine as the Atlanta
Day Trader shooting, either the day before or the day after,
forget which, a guy fired a guy. The guy's wife called up the
boss, former boss, and said, "My husband is going bonkers. |
don't know what he is going to do. He is yelling. He is
screamng. He is cursing. He is making death threats agai nst
you. | just don't know what to tell you."

The boss got scared and went out and got a handgun.
Fortunately for him they did an instant background check where
he was able to it just like that. [Snaps fingers.] He cane back
to the office. Sure enough, the guy shows up with a firearm
Because he had a firearm he was able to disarmthat guy.

What is the noral to the story? The noral to the story
is that these handgun waiting periods sound very fine in theory.
And | amcertain it is true that sone hothead, because he or she
couldn't get a gun without waiting five, eight or 14 days, did
cal m down and didn't do anything bad.

But ot her people need guns and need themright away.

You are a woman. You have a fight with your boyfriend. He nakes
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threats to you. You call the cops. "Well, the threats really
haven't risen to the |level where we can stake sonebody out on
your house."” And by the way, the police have no | egal obligation
to protect you. The guy cones back and kills her. There are
instances |ike that that happen in this country.

These | aws have costs and the other side refuses to
recogni ze those costs, and frequently the nmedia will not give you
and information. Wen was the last tine you saw any article in
the media on a gun control issue, whether it is trigger |ocks or
safety |l ocks or licensing or registration? Wen was the |ast
time you saw any article anywhere that even tal ked about how
often Americans use guns for defensive purposes? Yes, it is as
if it isjust an irrelevant factor. It is amazing to ne.

Wien | was at the Republican Convention in
Phi | adel phia, there was an article on the front page of the
Washi ngt on Post, page A-2 of the Phil adel phia Inquirer.
Researchers, writing for the Journal of the Anerican Medi cal
Associ ation, who had previously witten in favor of further gun
control, did a study on the effect of the 1994 Brady Bill.
Sonething like 16 or 18 States already had Brady-li ke neasures
and there were sone 30-sone States that didn't.

And the theory was, in the States that now had to adopt

Brady-1i ke nmeasures, you should find a decrease in crinme steeper
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than the decrease in the other ones. There was no difference,
none. The headlines said, "Brady |aw ineffective, study says."

There was one bit of "good news," and | put that in
guotes. "Anmong adults over 55, there was a 6 percent decline in
gun suicides."” Read down a few nore paragraphs, though: The
overall suicide rate was unchanged. Obviously, the ol der people
substituted guns for knives or for carbon nonoxi de or sonething
el se. The point is, they still killed thensel ves.

The Washi ngton Post, front page, Phil adel phia Inquirer,
second page, L.A Tinmes, which editorialized back in Decenber of
1993 that no one, | nmean no one -- this was an editorial, not an
op ed piece -- no one should have a gun other than | aw
enforcenent, no one; essentially, they were arguing for the
repeal of the Second Amendnent, although they didn't say it that
way -- the L.A Tinmes, page A9, and it was roughly one-tenth the
size of the article as it was in the other papers even though it
was the Associated Press and they were able to reprint it
verbatimif they wanted to, they just chose certain points.

The cl assic, though, goes to USA Today. They ran a
headl ine on the story, not on the front page, and it said, "Brady
| aw effective in declining gun suicides,” ignoring, of course,

the major finding, which was that the |law was ineffective. And

even in the USA Today article, in the third paragraph it said,
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"but the overall suicide rate was unchanged."” They had to fight
to find sonething positive, and they made that the headline.

That is what | nean by nedia bias. That is what | am
tal king about. That is what | amtal king about. Howis that
possi ble they could do that? And you're flipping through, nost
people don't have a lot of tinme to read, and you read the
headline, "Brady |aw effective in gun suicides."

"Yes, just what | thought,"” and keep on goi ng.
Therefore, we don't think. And the majority of American people
have never thought about the other side, have never thought about
t he ot her equati on.

When | tal ked about this once on ny show, | said, |I am
going to tal k about how often guns are used for defensive
purposes. And | got an e-mail froma nman with a Ph.D in
engi neering. | had another buddy who al so had a Ph.D in science.
These were very wel | -educat ed persons, very well read. He wote
and said, "Larry, a buddy of mne and | were tal king about how
often we thought guns were used for defensive purposes before we
heard your show. "

Do you know what nunber they canme up with nationw de?
Fifty, 5-0. He said, "W did that based on newspaper stories,
because we rarely see a story where sonebody used a gun to break
off an attack." And the reason you never see it is (a) the bias,

and (b) no bl ood, no story.
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| f sonmebody is breaking in your wi ndow and you pull a
gun, "Cet out of ny window or I'Il blow your ass away," and he
runs, where's the story? What do you do, call a reporter and
say, "By the way, sonmebody just..." There is no story. So
peopl e just are conpletely unaware of how often Anericans, every
si ngl e day, use guns.

This guy thought 50. The governnent said 1.5 mllion.
John Lott says 2.5 mllion. Now, there is a big disconnect
between 1.5 mllion and 50, ain't it?

Now, these are well -educated people. The information
is just not being given. That is what | amtal king about on gun
control .

| am often asked about nmy attitude. Wiy is it you are
so positive? Wiy is it you believe so strongly in this country?
| told you the story about ny father. M nother was the sane
way. She was also born in the South. One day when I was in high
school, we read a poemwitten by a guy who was quite angry about
racismand it goes sonething |like this:

"While riding through Baltinore, so small and full of
glee, I saw a young Balti norean keep al ookin' straight at ne.

"Now, | was young and very snmall and he was not a wit
bi gger, and so | smled, but he poked out his tongue and call ed

me ' nigger.'
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"I saw the whole of Baltinore from May until Septenber.
O all the things that happened there, that is all that I
remenber. "

We spent a whole hour on this, and people were ticked
off. The teacher thought about the damage done to this kid's
psyche and how this kid is forever going to be burnished with the
raci st statenent made by this little boy and how this child would
be scarred forever.

So I went honme and Momwas in the kitchen stirring a
big pot of greens with a big spoon. I'll never forget it. |
said, "Mom we read this poemin class and everybody had this
reaction. And | want to know what you thought."

She said, "Well, what is it?"

So | said:

"While riding through Baltinore so small and full of
glee, | saw a young Baltinorean keep al ookin' straight at ne.

"Now, | was young and very small and he was no wt
bi gger, and so | smiled, but he poked out his tongue and called
me ' ni gger.’

"I saw the whole of Baltinore from My until Septenber.
O all the things that happened there, that's all that |

renenber. "
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My not her shook her head, took the spoon out, rapped it
on the side of the pot, turned to ne, and she said, "Larry, it's
too bad he let that spoil his vacation."”

Thank you so much for having ne. | will be glad to
take sone questions.

(Appl ause.)

MR. CRANE: Wuld you wait for the m crophone, please.
Speak directly into it. And please state your affiliation, if
you woul d.

MR. ELDER: You were smiling at nme the whole tinme, you
are next. | amsingle, by the way.

(Laughter.)

MR. HARVEY: | am Phil Harvey, DKG International and
PHE.

Apart fromelimnating welfare, which is at |east being
partly acconplished, what would you do about the illegitinmacy
pr obl enf?

MR. ELDER. Well, | would conpletely elimnate wel fare.
What we have done now is had welfare reform And, dependi ng upon
the State, sone are nore aggressive than others. W sconsin,

M chi gan and New Jersey are sone of the nore aggressive States,
and they have seen a greater decline in welfare rolls than the
ot her States that have been | ess aggressive. So | would

conpletely elimnate State welfare. | wll give people back
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their noney and allow private organi zations, charitable
organi zati ons, churches, the Salvation Arny, United Wy, agencies

i ke that help people who are truly in need.

Whenever | say that, people say, "Wll, what nakes you
so sure that people will do the right thing?"
To the person who says it, | say, "Well, do you give?"

"Well, yes, | do."

"Do your friends give?"

"Well, yes."

"I see. So you would give, but you assune that anybody
el se woul d give?" That's kind of interesting.

Under the Reagan era, when he cut the marginal tax rate
from 70 percent to 28 percent, and therefore the value of the
deduction al so went down, charitable giving both on the part of
i ndi viduals and corporations in this country went up. W are the
nost generous nation on the face of the earth. W are the ones
who did the heavy lifting in the Cold War. W are the ones who
went to Kosovo and Sonmalia and Bosnia for humanitarian reasons.
We are the ones that give nore foreign aid than any ot her
country. W are the ones who contribute the nost to the
| nt ernati onal Mnetary Fund.

What nmakes you think that if Anmericans had their noney
back we woul dn't give a danm about people that are hurt, that are

sick, that are needy? | nean, it is really kind of an insult for
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Anmericans to feel that way about each other. W give nore noney
than the French as a percentage. W donate nore tine than the
French and the Germans and the Japanese do. There is no reason
to believe that if Americans had their noney back we woul dn't be
equal |y as generous.

But even if | amwong, the point is we would need to
be | ess generous than the Federal CGovernnent is, because you are
going to have fewer problens in the first place. Furthernore,
peopl e | i ke Thomas Sol e estinates that when you | ook at transfer
costs, the dollar that |eaves Washington, D.C. that is designed
to get down to the person that is in need, by the tinme he or she
gets that dollar, it has been reduced to 30 cents.

Look at United Way and the Salvation Arnmy. And | was a
| oan volunteer for United Way. About 90 to 95 cents on the
dol l ar gets down to the intended beneficiary. So, (a), you would
have | ess need, and (b), the nonies would be spent in a far nore
efficient and a nore hunane way.

Yes, m' anf

M5. SANDS: | am Peggy Sands. | just noved here
recently from Santa Barbara, California. | have |lived there al
ny life. It is a pleasure to be able to talk about sonme of these

things without having to say that I amnot a racist and all that.

| know | relate so nuch to what you say.
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| have worked at the University of California, trying
so nuch to wite about affirmative action, bilingual ed, which is

equal ly insidious for the Latino children.

MR. ELDER | just wote a columm about bilingual
educati on.

M5. SANDS: It is just insidious. | think there is a
bi g anal ogy between the illegitinacy problemyou see in the bl ack

community and divorce in the white conmmunity, why so nmany kids
are so angry and so al one.

| lived in Switzerland a nunber of years. You are
absolutely right, there were guns in every hone, |oaded guns.

MR. ELDER: Yes, by |aw.

M5. SANDS: Yes, by law. Every man is in the service
until they are in their forties. Every kid knows where that gun
is, and nobody uses themin the schools. So there are a |ot of
deep things about how - -

MR ELDER: | don't live in Switzerland, though, so it
doesn't count.

(Laughter.)

M5. SANDS: Rght. | did, so | did count.

How do you nake people nore aware of it? You are
absolutely right, it is because people don't know. And how do
you fight the nmedia bias? | have tried witing these things.

have given a few |l ectures to places |ike the Rotary O ub, but you
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can't get into the mainstreamto nmake people nore aware about
t hese things.

And you are branded a racist and a bigot. How can you
rai se the |l evel of awareness?

MR ELDER: It's a difficult proposition. | renenber
Ed Crane, years ago, when the Cato Institute was just a gleamin
his eye. And |ook where we are now. People |ike Cato have been
guoted nore and nore in places |like the Wall Street Journal and
ot her mai nstream newspapers. And the rise of so-called
conservative and libertarian talk radio, | think, is a testanent
to people's being fed up with this.

This is just an anecdotal story and | amnot sure it
proves nmy point. There is a critic in L. A nanmed Tom Lutey. |
don't nention his by name in ny book because | don't want to slam
him But he wites a colum called "Radi o Guide" or sonething
i ke that, and he just hates ny show.

| have been on radi o now goi ng on seven years. And |
usually don't read any of the radio columists and radi o gui des
and newsletters on radi o because, who cares? M job is ratings.
And the fact that an insider may or may not |ike ny showis
nei ther here nor there. The average person is not going to read
it, soit is just going to be irrelevant.

It is just like an actor who reads his reviews and gets

upset, when in fact if the novie is any good, people will see it

ARTI Transcripts
(202) 347-0030 and wwwe.artitranscripts.com



and if it is bad, they won't. But he just slammed ne. And the
reason | read it was that I was in the can once and sonebody had
it onthe floor. So |l like to read and | was bored, so | just
started to read it. And he was just slamring ne: | was abrasive
and angry. And | amone of the | east angry guys I know. So I
said, oh, so the guy doesn't |ike my ideol ogy.

Vell, fast forward about four or five years ago. | was

bei ng considered for a television show, which ultimately I am

doing. | get aletter fromthis guy, an e-mail.
"Dear Larry, | am Tom Lutey. | wite the Radio Cuide
in LLA. And --"

[End Side A. Begin Side B.]

MR. ELDER. -- "I heard you were thinking about going
into a television show Well, | have a production background,
and | think I could be an asset to you."

He was just telling ne how much he wanted to work with
me. | ignored the letter. | got another one. | ignored that
one. | get another one.

"Dear Larry, | think I figured out why you have ignored
my letters. | have witten very negatively about you. And I
will be honest with you. | don't |ike your ideology and,
therefore, it is quite difficult for nme to listen wth an open

ear.
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Then he proceeded to tell nme how good he was. He
admtted it. Maybe that was just a suck-up to get ne to call him
back, but | think that is a classic adm ssion. | did not wite
fairly because | enotionally couldn't do it. He admtted it.

This is the challenge. This is what we are up agai nst,
and it is very difficult. Al we can do is keep fighting the
good fight. The fact is | got this book published by a very

maj or publisher, St. Martins. About 10 years ago, Ed, | had a

simlar manuscript. | nean, | have had these views for a | ong
time. It is nothing new. | amnot reinventing the wheel over
here.

| had a literary agent who went around to the major
literary houses, and doors were slammed in his face tine after
time after tine. |In fact, they said, "W don't believe your
nunbers. W don't believe what you are sayi ng about gun control.
W don't believe what you are sayi ng about the danage done hy
m ni num wage |laws. W don't trust your data."

That was about 10 years ago. |In this round |I had
several publishers bidding on this book. Now, part of it is that
| amnow a talk show host in Los Angeles. But part of it is |
think the country is nore ready than before to hear this kind of
message. So | amquite hopeful. Utimtely, the truth wll wn.

Yes, sir?
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MR MLLIKEN. A MIliken, Washington | ndependent
Witers.

| would be curious on what you see happening with the
reparations novenment. Do you see this as a threat to divide the
Denocratic Party and divide the Anmerican peopl e?

MR ELDER Do | feel this is a danger and possibly
dividing the Denocratic Party and a threat to the Anmerican
peopl e?

Vll, I don't know about the Denocratic Party, but the
answer to your second question is yes.

What could be nore idiotic? Wat could be nore
idiotic? How many living slaves are there? How many |iving
sl ave owners are there? The whole idea of reparations is to get
nmoney from sonebody who has done sonething wong to you. | have
never been a slave, and | don't know anybody who has every been a
sl ave owner.

How do you do that anyway, practically, tactically? Do
you not take noney from descendants of whites whose great, great,
great grandfather fought and died on the Union side? Do you not
take noney fromwhites who cane to the country after slavery? A
| ot of people cane over, as you know, during the interwar period.

Do you give noney to Bill Cosby? Wat do you do about

the fact that even in the South nbost white Sout herners never
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owned any slaves? |In fact, only 25 percent did. Only a handful
of that percentage ever owned a | arge nunber of sl aves.

What do you do about the fact that black Anericans are
better off today than they woul d have been had they remained in
Western Africa?

Do | owe nyself noney? Do | owe nyself reparations?
What do you do about multiracial people? Gve thema third of a
check? Wiy don't we just cut to the chase and I'll nove back to
Africa, you nove back to Ireland, you nove back to Germany and we
will give the land back to the Native Americans? | nean it is
absurd.

What do we do about wonen? Wonen couldn't vote until
fairly recently. Should they also pay the check or, since they
wer e discrim nated agai nst, should they pay |ess noney, or do we
absolve themand it is just white nen?

What do you do about poor whites? Cbviously, the
systemwas rigged for white people, but there are nore poor
whites than poor blacks. Wat about then? Do they pay as well
since the systemdidn't apparently work for thenf?

| nmean, | just can't think of anything nore absurd and
nore divisive. And what a waste of tine. W have
under-perform ng schools. The nmgjority of black parents want
vouchers. What does the Denocratic Party want? They are

absol utely opposed to them because of the Teachers Uni on.
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Al Gore is absolutely opposed to them Jesse Jackson
is absolutely opposed to them \What is the bigger problem
illegitimcy, bad schools, crine, drugs, or getting a check from
t he government because of reparations?

Shoul d bl acks have been conpensat ed upon enmanci pati on?
Absolutely. It is a noral wong this country did to bl acks and
it will forever be a stain on this country's history. But, right
now, today, let's just get busy, work hard, get ahead. Al of
this negativity, all of this discussions of reparations creates a
m nd set that you can't nmke it.

There was a poll in the L.A Tinmes, "Can You in Anmerica
Make It If You Work Hard?" Wiites earning $25,000 or |ess were
nore likely to say "yes" to that question than bl acks earning
$50, 000 or nore.

There is a problemw th attitude in this country. And
things like reparations create a polluted environnent and take
time, effort and attention away fromreal problens that can be
sol ved.

Yes, ma' anf

MS. MALESKY: My nane is Liz Malesky and | ama 27-year
menber of the Libertarian Party. But, of course, there aren't
very many of us so | primarily vote Republican and | have to be

interested in what is going on.
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| have a theory that the Republican Party, the only
reason that they are not very outgoing toward the bl ack
community, is because it is sort of below their radar screen.
That is not really one of their -- they are ostensibly nore
interested in econom c issues and foreign policy.

| would Iike to know if you have a theory of how the
Republ i can Party could reach out w thout just |ooking Iike they
are sucking up and trying to get votes? Because nobst bl ack
peopl e are natural conservatives. Wy our party or the
Republican Party isn't nmore involved in their lives, | don't
know.

MR ELDER. Well, | would dispute the notion that
bl acks are naturally conservative. Perhaps conservative in nora
behavi or and character, but in politics or ideology, they are
not. Blacks are interested in expansi on of government.

The problemthe Republican Party has is reaching out
wi thout selling out. There is a distinction. You put on Colin
Powel | at the convention and he tal ks about his support for
affirmative action. Well, nost people in the Republican Party
are now interested in affirmative action. So, what are you
saying? W are now going to take another | ook at affirmative
action in order to attract blacks. And then what? Lose the core
of other people who are, in part, in the party because they

oppose preferences.
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So the real problem frankly, is not what can the

Republicans do. [It's why are blacks so angry and so willing to
accuse Republicans of bigotry. Now, | amnot sure the
Republ i cans have an obligation to "reach out.” | think bl acks

have an obligation to open their mnds and stop being so unfair.

As a percentage of the party, nore Republicans voted
for the passage of the Cvil R ghts Act than did Denocrats.
These were redneck Denocrat yahoos in the South that were
stopping civil rights. George Wallace, "Segregation now,
segregation tonorrow.” That was a Denocrat. Oville Faubus, who
stopped integration of Little Rock Schools, was a Denocrat.
Lester Maddox, the Governor of M ssissippi who had the pick
handl es -- renenber, in his restaurant he was beating up bl ack
peopl e? That was a Denocrat.

MALE VO CE: | think that was Georgi a.

MR. ELDER. | thought it was Mssissippi. Wll, tw to
one. Al right, Ceorgia.

(Laughter.)

MR. ELDER. Okay, Larry, what else is wong with your
book? What other factual statenents are wong?

(Laughter.)

MR. ELDER: These were all Denocrats. So the inmage of
t he Republican Party is one of anti-civil rights when, in fact,

the historical record is very different. Renmenber, the first
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nati onal successful presidential candidate for the Republicans
was Abraham Li ncol n.

Up unti |l Dw ght Ei senhower, blacks were voting
Republican 30 to 35 percent. Republicans did drop the ball.
Ni xon did. During the 1960 el ection, Martin Luther King was
arrested and put in some Southern jail. And his followers wote
identically worded letters, one to Jack Kennedy, the candi date on
t he Denbcrat side and one to Richard N xon. Nixon ignored it.
Kennedy made sone phone calls and got himrel eased. Like that,
t he i mge changed.

Republ i cans have to make the case, as | have just done.
"M ni mum wage |laws don't help you. Here is why." "Affirmative
action is credited with the creation of the black m ddl e cl ass.
That is just fal se.”

There is a book called "America in Black and Wi te" by
Abi gail and Steven Thurnstom two Harvard researchers, who are,
by the way, both Denocrats. They docunent the rise of the black
m ddl e class wel|l before anybody ever heard of affirmative
action. And they also argue, as other researchers have, that
affirmative action did not accelerate the pace of the bl ack
m ddl e cl ass.

By the way, affirmative action has a very tortured
hi story within the black conmunity. The first person | can find

to openly advocate sonething akin to affirmative action was

ARTI Transcripts
(202) 347-0030 and wwwe.artitranscripts.com



48

Whi t ney Young, the founder of the Urban League. He advocated a
period, and | am paraphrasing this, of a "Marshall Plan" to

of fset the historical problens of racism He advocated a
"Marshall Plan" for 10 years. He made that statenent in 1963.
Even then, his board said, "Are you nuts? Here we are telling
Anmerica to be fair, and you want us to tell Anerica to 'hire
Negr oes just because they are Negroes?” W won't doit." Hi's
board voted against it.

Bayard Rustin, black and gay, he was the architect
behind the "I Have a Dreant speech, did sone of the operations
wor k behind it, was adamantly opposed to preferences and
affirmati ve action.

Arthur Ashe, in his book, "Days of Gace," he supported

it, but he did so grudgingly. He said, "It will create a culture
of entitlenent that | fear.”" And that is exactly what has
happened.

So this notion that there was sonme sort of unanimty
anong the black civil rights groups about affirmative action is
just not true.

MR LEVY: | amBob Levy fromthe Cato Institute

Title VII of the 1964 Civil Ri ghts Act provides that
there shall be no discrimnation in enploynent based on race,
color, religion, sex, or national origin. | wonder if you

support that provision of the 1964 Cvil R ghts Act insofar as it

ARTI Transcripts
(202) 347-0030 and wwwe.artitranscripts.com



49

is applied first to public sector enployers and, second, to
private sector enployers? O, to put it bluntly, would you
uphol d the right of a private sector enployer not to hire bl acks
because he does not |ike blacks?

MR, ELDER. Yes. Wen | have said that on radio, | get
calls fromany nunber of people who just go nuts. The reason |
support that is of course | support freedom And | support the
freedom of people to hire and fire whonever they want for
what ever reason they want.

Now, you have an enploynment contract and it is
vi ol ated, you have a lawsuit. But | do not believe that people
ought to be forced to hire based on race, based on gender, based
on anything. Moreover, it is not good business to hire based on
race or based on gender.

Look what happened to Texaco. When those tapes

surfaced and those white executives were deneani ng of those bl ack

executives, what happened to Texaco? They lost $1 billion in
fair market value in three days. Wwy? Racismdoesn't sell in
Aneri ca.

Look what happened with Denny's when they deneaned
t hose Secret Service agents here in Maryl and and made t hem wai t
before they got a table and there becane other stories of that
around the country. Denny's had to go into a PR overload. They

set up a multi-mllion-dollar fund for black custoners who were
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victim zed. They had an outreach programto attract bl ack
franchi sees. They apologized to America. Racismdoesn't sell.

I f you are a conpany that practices racism you are not
going to get ny dine. You are not going to get the dinme of nost
i ke-m nded Anericans. You are going to pull froma shal |l ower
| abor pool, because you are not going to have the option of
tapping into talented nen and talented mnorities.

So, for all sorts of practical reasons and noral
reasons, we are not going to have a society if we had a world
like that, where a bunch of people are only hiring based on race
and based on gender. So when | said that, a guy calls up and he
goes, "That is unrealistic and idealistic. You don't know what
you are tal king about, young man. | do. | work in the private
sector."

Never mind that | ran a business for 15-16 years in
personnel, and probably interacted with 300 | arge and snal
corporations, and I do know what | amtal king about. | know what
peopl e | ook for when they hire people. They |look for talent,
because it is expensive to hire people that are not talented.

But he said, "There was a conpany | worked for, and
there is no question about it, they did not hire bl ack people.

They told nme not to hire black people.™

ARTI Transcripts
(202) 347-0030 and wwwe.artitranscripts.com



51

And | said, "Sir, | never said there aren't bigots and
there aren't businesses that will hire based on race. Do you
ever watch Bl ack Entertai nnment Tel evision? "

He said, "Yeah."

| said, "Ever seen any white guys?"

It got quiet. He knew where | was goi ng.

He said, "Well, that's different."

| said, "Howis it different?"

He said, "That's a different genre."

| said, "Aren't they both businesses?"

"Well, yeah."

"Aren't they both interested in maki ng noney?

"Well, yeah."
"Well, black Entertai nment Tel evision doesn't hire any
white people. | have never seen a white anchor on BET. Wy?"

"Well, that's different.”

| said, "Is that a problenf"

“Well, uh, uh."

"Well, if it's a problem where you worked, then it is a
problemw th BET, isn't it? Let's be consistent.”

And he had no real answer.

What is interesting about the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964,
one of the cosponsors, of course, was Hubert Hunphrey. He had to

get the Southern Denocrats on board. And one of the things they
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feared was that the Gvil R ghts Act would be used for racia
pr ef er ences.

Hunphrey stood on the Floor of the Senate. He held up
the bill, and he said, "If there is anything in this bill that
smacks of racial quotas or preferences, | will eat it."

It's a good thing he is not alive, because he would
probably wei gh 500 pounds.

(Laughter.)

MR, ELDER. And it has been ignored. That |aw was
desi gned not to have preferences. However, for the public
sector, that is different. You are using taxpayers' noney and
you can't hire based on race, based on color, and based on
religion. O course, we ought not have discrimnation wth
respect to governnent, but not in the private sector.

Two nore questions. Yes, nm' an?

QUESTION: It has just been wonderful, wonderful
heari ng you today, just so inspiring. | agree with you on so
many things. And | don't necessarily have to agree with you on
everything. But | think your nunber one problemfor Anmerica,
illegitimacy, | think you are right on the noney there. But I
have to take that to number two. | think nunber one is the
attitude and | aw that disregards the value of human life in the
taking of life, innocent life, fromthe unborn to the frai

el derly, to euthanasia. Could you address that?
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MR. ELDER: Well, | disagree with you. Cbviously, it
is a very inportant issue. And | have a lot of friends who are
pro-life and | happen to respect that position. | don't share
it; | happen to be pro-choice.

| f your argunent is that our pro-choice nation is
creating these problens, the problemis we have been pro-choice
for along tinmne. Before Roe v. Wade, abortion was available in
roughly 70 percent of the country. So if these problens are
attributable to the availability of abortion, then one woul d have
seen these problens a long tine ago. So | just don't share that
Vi ew.

In New Jersey, after welfare reform teen pregnancy
declined dramatically and there was no correspondi ng i ncrease in
abortion. People changed their behavior. So | believe it is the
wel fare state nore than it is abortion.

Look, this country is seeing a decline in crine, an
increase in marriage, a decrease in divorce. The nunbers of
peopl e who consi der thenselves to be religious are at an all-tine
hi gh. The nunbers of people who worship regularly at church or a
nmosque or synagogue are at an all-tinme high. So, while | respect
your position, | just don't share it. Mst Anericans are
anti -abortion, but pro-choice. | don't think those are
i nconsi stent.

Yes, sir. Last question.

ARTI Transcripts
(202) 347-0030 and wwwe.artitranscripts.com



QUESTION: | amjust wondering if you have a theory as
to why the nedia is overwhelnmngly |iberal and what coul d
possi bly be done about that?

MR. ELDER: Do | have a theory as to why the nedia is
overwhelmngly liberal? Yes. | think the kind of person that
goes into journalismhas kind of a nuckraker mentality, just sort
of believes the systemis rigged.

There was a survey, and | have it in ny book, in 1980,
of journalismstudents at Colunbia -- often considered to be our
finest journalismschool -- who were asked various questions.
Forty percent of them favored governnent ownership of |arge
corporations. Only one-third of themfelt that the free
enterprise systemwas fair to workers.

Now, fast forward, about 20 years later. These people
are news directors and anchors and news editors and senior
witers. Now, we have all grown in 20 years. | would like to
t hi nk that maybe sonme of those views have been shed, but | doubt
it.

The ki nd of person who goes into journalismis the kind
of person who wants to right the wongs and has sort of a feeling
that the system as it is constructed, is rigged. Wen | was
wat chi ng one of the conventions a few years ago -- | have a
friend who is fromlran and doesn't speak English very well --

and she and | were watching the convention. She turned to ne and

ARTI Transcripts
(202) 347-0030 and wwwe.artitranscripts.com



she said, "Larry, what is the difference between a Denbcrat and a
Republ i can?"

And, Ed, no one had ever asked ne that before, in that
sinmple way. And | thought, "Damm, what am | going to say?"

(Laughter.)

MR. ELDER: And | thought about it for a few seconds,
and | said, "Republicans believe hard work w ns, and Denocrats
believe the systemis rigged.” That was years ago, and | really
can't inprove upon that right now | think that is nore or |ess
the nentality of the two parti es.

Most reporters are Denocrats. Mst reporters feel the
systemis rigged. Most reporters don't trust big business. |If
Fi restone happens, obviously it is because executives hid the
data, conceal ed the data, were just concerned about their
profits. Never m nd, when you manufacture a tire and you Kkill
peopl e you are going to |l ose your job, you are going to |ose
mar ket share, you are going to get sued. The assunption is an
enpl oyer will put out a defective product even if it kills people
j ust because they think they can get away with it. It defies
| ogi ¢ and comopn sense. But that is how they feel.

And some of the articles | amreading about the flap
with Firestone and the docunents that the executives held and al
that stuff -- | nmean, what do you do when you get a phone cal

and sonebody says a tire blew and sonebody el se says a tire bl ew?
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What were the road conditions? How did you drive it? Ws it
properly inflated? | nean, how do you know that?

At sone point, if it gets serious enough, you take
action. And, by the way, the NHTSA they are not the ones who
blew the whistle on this. Sone State Farm adjustor started
getting calls from people, saying that these tires are bl ow ng.
What would State Farm have done if they hadn't been an agency?
They woul d have called Firestone and said, "From now on, we
aren't insuring anybody with your tires."

And pretty soon they woul d have done an investigation.
It woul d have happened anyway. But that is the way the reporters
feel. They feel the FDA is right there. But for the FDA we al
woul d di e because of drugs. But for the FAA we all die because
of the inability and the lack of desire of aircraft carriers to
mai ntain airworthy planes. That is the mnd set of a reporter.

Okay, thank you very rmnuch

(Appl ause.)
MR CRANE: | would like to thank Larry Elder for a
terrific presentation. | see we are selling his book for a

remar kably small prem um over the publisher's price outside, just
a nickel, so it makes it easier.

So, if you want an autographed copy, please buy one.
And pl ease join us for lunch upstairs. Thanks.

(End of Forum)
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